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• Farmers were over-drafting the groundwater aquifer 
resulting in an unreliable water supply

• Flooding in Linda (1950) and Yuba City (1955)
• State pursued Oroville and the feds pursued Folsom, 

but no action to control the Yuba.  

Why We Were Created



Agency Missions
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• Reducing Flood Risk
• Ensuring a Sustainable Water Supply
• Hydropower Generation
• Fisheries Protection and Enhancement
• Recreation at New Bullards Bar 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have approximately 70 employees between three offices in Marysville, Hallwood and the New Colgate Powerhouse in Dobbins. We have everything from engineers to administrative staff to biologists and maintenance crews. Our missions are: flood risk reduction, water supply reliability, groundwater management, hydropower generation, fisheries management and recreation at New Bullards Bar.  
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The Yuba River Development Project



6

New Bullards Bar Dam and Reservoir
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• Provides 170,000 acre feet of flood storage
• Stores 966,000 acre feet of water for beneficial, 

environmental and recreational purposes
• 5th tallest dam in the U.S. at 645 feet high
• Provides water supply for 8 irrigation districts, resulting 

in a reliable groundwater aquifer (the sole source of 
municipal water supply for 80% of Yuba’s population)

New Bullards Bar Dam and Reservoir
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New Colgate Powerhouse



9

• Colgate Units 1 & 2 produce 340 MW of power
• Narrows 2 produces 55 MW of power
• The revenue from these powerhouses fund our 

operations and other efforts to accomplish our 
missions

Colgate and Narrows Powerhouses



Reinvesting into Yuba County
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What we can and can’t spend money on: the state law that created our agency limits how we can spend money. While it would be great to think that we can just spend our revenue on whatever the people of Yuba County need – we legally can’t. Where we find a connection to our mission areas – we invest heavily for the benefit of the people of Yuba County. Our target for reserves: $200 millionCurrent reserves at approximately $150 million. Much more is needed to cover the nearly $400 million in expenditures we are committed to. Our strategic plan calls for cash funding of these projects, so we avoid the crippling debt that some other public entities have.It’s about making sure we are fiscally responsible today, so we can be there for the future. Our revenue is EXTREMELY unpredictable – based on things out of our control – precipitation and power pricesSome years we will have much more than others to invest back into the community. Next we’ll talk about some of the many ways we have invested and are currently investing our revenue back into Yuba County: 
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Groundwater Stability

Groundwater 
Elevations: 

Brophy Water 
District Well

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Yuba River Development Project provided stored surface water that was conveyed to the south county in the early 1980’s and this corrected a severe over draft and the basin has been sustainably managed since then.Elements of the mission have helped and will continue to help the agency improve the health, safety and wellbeing/socioeconomics of our disadvantaged communities.



Reducing Flood Risk
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Feather River Setback Levee

Marysville Ring Levee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yuba water has been the foundation for substantially improving the flood protection in Yuba County.Over $450 million has been invested in improving Yuba County levees through state, local and federal fundingYuba County urbanized flood prone areas will be one of the first areas to have a 200 year level of protection by the year 2023, which is required to occur by 2025 by the State of CaliforniaThe local share of the $186 million Feather River setback levee shown above was financed by Yuba Water and Yuba County selling $78 million in bonds to pay the local share Without the financial stability of the Yuba Accord all of these flood control improvements would not have occurred *High-level discussion of the flood risk reduction plan (e.g., where we were, where we are and where are headed)
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The Yuba Accord

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Accord Fisheries Agreement flows were the centerpiece of the Yuba Accord and these flows were:developed over a two-year timeframe through a rigorous, scientific, collaborative process by biologists representing state and federal agencies, YWA and NGOs, which analyzed a suite of stressors to protected fisheries over the range of hydrologic conditionsanalyzed in a comprehensive EIRfound by the SWRCB to be protectiveevaluated on an ongoing basis by a collaborative, multiparty, well-funded river science program, which found that no major changes were warrantedBased on additional scientific analysis, the FEIS for YRDP FERC license also concludes that the Accord-based fishery flows are protective, and should be the regulatory requirement for the term of the new license.We hope that the SWRCB’s 401 certificate for the new FERC license for the YRDP does not require changes that would undermine the Accord-based fishery flows. 



Voluntary Agreements
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Voluntary Settlement AgreementsWe are working with the state’s departments of Water Resources and Fish and Wildlife, developing a proposed voluntary settlement agreement - a collaborative approach to improving fish and wildlife habitat in the Bay-Delta ecosystem and achieving the state water board’s coequal goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration. It includes: collaboration, increased flows, funding, fish habitat improvements and the development of a river science program meant to contribute to the recovery of fish and wildlife species in the Bay-Delta ecosystem. It’s an alternative to the state water board’s proposal which requires a lot more water, but no habitat improvements, and would have affected our ability to ensure a sustainable water supply in Yuba County. 



Relicensing
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The original 50 year FERC license expired in 2016We have been in the re-licensing process since 2011 and have spent more than $30 Million re-licensing the projectOur new license will cost about $230 million over the term of the license, with about $50 million of that required in the first six years.



Secondary Spillway at New Bullards Bar
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Secondary spillwayThe $160 million secondary spillway project, scheduled for completion by 2025 will substantially reduce flood risk in Yuba and Sutter counties where a major flood event could cause billions of dollars in damaged property. This project will also improve water supply reliability and enhance dam safety.The Yuba Water board has authorized $11 million for  design and permitting the $160 million NBB Secondary Spillway The Secondary Spillway will provide climate change resiliency mainly for both flood protection and also for water supply by making better utilization of NBB storageIncreased outlet capacity in advance of major flood inflows to NBB will provide for  significantly improved flood protection, by allowing more water to be released from storage before the peak flow arrives at NBB resulting in lower downstream peak flows to stay within the channel capacity It will also provide some water supply benefits by allowing conservation storage in the flood pool during droughts when it is safe to do so And it will enhanced dam safety via spillway redundancy and additional release capacity  
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Forest and Watershed Health

Blue Forest Conservation
*Forest Resilience Bond

Proposed Camptonville Biomass Plant

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We believe that the most-effective water resource strategies involve looking at the entire watershed, not just the parts that the agency directly manages.We are focused on everything from the headwaters to the confluence with the Feather, and how its various parts interact.This holistic approach includes a strong emphasis on forest management:we all depend on healthy forests for clean water and clean airour goals are to help fortify our forests against drought, infestations and wildfires a main purpose of the program is to improve forest health and climatic resiliency, by leveraging private capital the Yuba Blue Forest program seeks to restore 15,000 acres of forests within the Yuba watershed - initial activities include thinning trees and clearing brushthe agency has committed $1.5 million, the state will provide $2.6 million in grant funding, the Tahoe National Forest will provide in-kind servicesCamptonville Biomass Plant – we have invested hundreds of thousands of dollars in support of the development of a biomass plant in Camptonville. **We also doubled a grant for South Yuba River Citizens League to hire watershed coordinators to help us get to the point where we have a fully managed watershed.



Community Development & Grants

18

Educational Programs
Yuba Watershed Experience Center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building the Watershed Experience Center, but developing/implementing programming beginning this school year to develop the relationships and curriculum for the center. 



Community Development & Grants
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Bill Shaw Rescue 
Equipment and 
Training Grant

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dobbins Oregon House Fire Protection District’s new water tender, and Wheatland Fire Authority’s new Technical rescue trailer and equipment for swift water rescue and more.



Community Outreach
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The Yuba River Cleanup

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After flying under the radar unknown for the last 60 years, we’ve made an incredible effort to truly become better connected to the people we serve through participation in many community events. This is the Yuba River Cleanup from last year – just one of the many things are staff is doing now to help spread the word about who we are and what we do. 



Our Future is so Bright!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keeping in mind that the agency act that created us demands that make sure there is a direct link between our missions and where we spend money, we have some really creative ideas about how to invest future revenue that can spark economic development, jobs, and really help us improve the quality of life for everyone in Yuba County. We are focused on making sure the money that we reinvest in the community can really help launch us into a brighter tomorrow for Yuba County… sparking economic development and jobs… and helping to inspire the next generation so they see opportunity and hope – and don’t have to leave home to get a good job. With the right investments in the future, we can truly improve the quality of life for the people of this county, for the long haul. 



Yuba Water Agency
Questions? 
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