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SIXTY YEARS LATER: WHY GLEN CANYON?
Scott A. Miltenberger, Ph.D.

Principal Historian

“The Water That Connects Us”
Water Education Foundation’s 2026 Colorado River Symposium

Thursday, September 24, 2026
Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Bureau of Reclamation, “Glen Canyon Unit,” https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/crsp/gc/ 

https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/crsp/gc/


Glen Canyon Dam Dedication – September 22, 1966

(Glen Canyon History & Colorado River Film Archives, https://www.youtube.com/@GlenCanyonHistory)
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The Colorado River Compact, Santa Fe, November 1922

Colorado River Commission 
(Clarence C. Stetson, “Making an Empire to Order,” World’s Work, November 1922: 93.)
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Colorado River Storage Project, H. Doc 364, 83d Cong., 2d sess. (GPO, 1954), between 146 and 147.

Reclamation Assessment of Lee Ferry Streamflow into the 1940s
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J. R. Riter: “…Necessity for Holdover Capacity in the Upper Basin …”

J.R. “Randy” Riter
US Bureau of Reclamation

(The Reclamation Era 40:2 [May 1954], 33.)

Riter to Ival Goslin, Engineer-Secretary, Upper Colorado River Commission
November 10, 1959. 

(Goslin Papers, Colorado State University, Ft. Collins)
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The “Blue Book” (1946)

US Bureau of Reclamation, The Colorado River: “A Natural Menace Becomes a National Resource” (March 1946), 21 and 61 (personal copy).
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The Upper Basin Compact, Santa Fe, October 1948

(Colorado River Compact Collection, Utah Division of 
Archives & Records Service)

“President Truman signing Upper Colorado River Basin 
Compact, April 6, 1949.”

(Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum, 
Independence, MO)



Royce J. Tipton
CO Engineering Advisor

(International Commission on 
Irrigation & Drainage)

Jean Sala Breitenstein
CO Legal Advisor

(Tenth Circuit Historical 
Society)

Judge Clifford Stone
CO Upper Basin Compact 

Commissioner
(Greeley Daily Tribune, 

October 22, 1952.)
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Watson, Stone, Breitenstein, and Tipton

Edward Watson
UT Upper Basin Compact 

Commissioner
(Utah Division of Water Rights)
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C. L. Patterson: “…Reservoirs to Make Good on the Obligations 
at Lee Ferry…”

Charles L. Patterson
Colorado Water Conservation Board

(Colorado Society of Engineers, The 
Engineers Bulletin, April 1944)

“Meeting No. 5,” Denver, Colorado, Tuesday, December 2, 1947, Upper Colorado 
River Basin Compact Commission, Official Record: Negotiation of Upper Colorado River 

Basin Compact, Signed at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on October 11, 1948, Volume I, 30.
(Water Resources Collections and Archives, University of California, Riverside)
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H. Doc 364, 83d Cong., 2d sess. (GPO, 1954), 105.

The Lee Ferry Obligation & the Design of CRSP in the 1950s
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The Authorized CRSP “Upper Initial Units”

“Colorado River Storage Project,” Water and Power Resources Service, Project Data: 1981 (GPO, 1981).



“E. C. LaRue at Diamond Creek,” 
1923.

(Otis Marston Colorado River 
Collection, Huntington Library, 

San Marino, California)
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The Glen Canyon Reservoir Site

Excerpt of Plate XV, “Map Showing Constructed and Proposed Diversions from 
Colorado River Basin to Mississippi River Basin,” USGS Water Supply Paper 395, 

Colorado River and Its Utilization (1916).



David Brower
Sierra Club Executive Director, 1952-1969 

(Wikipedia)
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Echo Park and David Brower & the Sierra Club

Artist rendering, from Colorado River 
Storage Project and Participating Projects, 

September 1950.
(RG 115, National Archives at Denver)



Northcutt “Mike” Ely
Special Counsel for Colorado River Board of California

(Library of Congress)
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Northcutt Ely’s Criticism

Colorado River Storage Project: Hearings  Before the Subcommittee on 
Irrigation and Reclamation of the Committee on Interior and Insular 

Affairs United States Senate Eighty-Fourth Congress First Session on S. 
500, February 28, March 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, 1955 (GPO, 1955), 573.
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Glen Canyon Dam Under Construction, 1960-1964 

Bureau of Reclamation, “Glen Canyon Unit,” https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/crsp/gc/ 

https://www.usbr.gov/uc/rm/crsp/gc/
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Edwin C. Johnson
26th & 34th  Governor of Colorado, 

US Senator, & Upper Colorado 
River Commissioner

(Wikipedia)

“Meeting No. 88, Denver, Colorado, April 14 and 15,” Upper Colorado River Commission, 
Official Record, vol. 16 (1964), 72.

(University of Denver Special Collections and Archives)

Edwin Johnson: “A Terrible Burden”
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Glen Canyon Dam Completed & Dedicated

“First Lady Dedicates Glen Canyon Dam,” Reclamation Era 52:4 (November 1966), 107.
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Why Glen Canyon?

“Nation’s Largest Reservoirs Are Drying Up, Threatening Life in 
the Southwest,” New York Times, August 17, 2026.
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