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Sacramento Valley ï 
A truly unique and exceptional place  
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Provide a sustainable water supply for the unique 

mosaic of farm lands, wildlife refuges, managed 

wetlands and high quality rivers and streams that 

support waterfowl habitat and spawning grounds 

 for numerous fish species and the cities and rural 

communities that make up this special region. 
 

Sacramento Valley 

Sustainability Initiative 



Several million acres of family farms 

that provide the economic engine for 

the region through the production of 

rice, trees, and various row crops that 

serve as a working  

landscape and pastoral  

setting and provide 

valuable habitat for  

waterfowl along the  

Pacific Flyway. 
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Sacramento Valley 

other fish species. 

Habitat for 50% of 

the threatened 
and endangered 
species in  

California,  

including the 

winter-run and 

spring-run salmon, 

steelhead and many  

 



Six National Wildlife Refuges, more 

than fifty state Wildlife Areas and 

other privately managed wetlands that 

support the annual migration of 

waterfowl, geese and shore birds in the 

Pacific Flyway.  These seasonal and 

permanent wetlands provide 65% of the 

North American Waterfowl Management 

Plan objectives. 
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The small towns and rural 

communities that form the backbone of 

the region, as well as the State Capital 
that serves as the center of government for 

the State of California. 
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The forests, meadows and canyons in 

the watersheds of the Sierra Nevada and 

Coast Range. 
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Cornerstone for Central Valley/ 

State Water Projects 



The Context for Water Management 

in the Sacramento Valley 



Urban 
4% 

Irrigated 
Agriculture 

37% 

Managed 
Wetlands  

3% 

Required Delta 
Outflow 

25% 

Instream Flow 
17% 

Wild & Scenic 
Rivers 
14% 

Sacramento River Hydrologic Region 
Water Use 

DWR, Bull. 160 



Sacramento Valley Applied Water Use in Wet and Dry Water Years  
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The charts above display applied water use in the Sacramento River Hydrologic Region for wet (2006) and dry (2007) water 
years.  As you would expect, the increase in the percentage of applied water use for urban and irrigated agriculture is 
attributed to the ability of groundwater and storage to meet these applied water needs.  In 2007, net groundwater 
extraction increased by 483,000 acre -feet and federal project releases increased by 199,000 acre -feet.  Instream  water 
supply decreased by 6,713,000 acre -feet from 2006 to 2007 (12,901,000 acre -feet in 2006 and 6,188,000 in 2007).  
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A Region in Balance? 



Stable Sacramento Basin Water Use 



ÅHydrology of the Sacramento Valley ï a 

ñflow throughò system 

ÅGoal is sustainability 

ÅBetter understand trade-offs among 

beneficial uses 

ÅOnly water lost is through consumption  

ÅTiming opportunities - contribute to fish 

passage, habitat and water quality 

improvements 

The Context for Water Resources 

Management Decisions 


