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The Williamson Expedition of 1853 marks the beginning of modern development in the Coachella 
Valley.  The survey party was searching out a feasible railroad route that would extend from New 
Orleans to Los Angeles.  Pictured below are geologist William Blake and Lt. R.S. Williamson.  Blake 
is pointing at the iconic water line that, locally, is simply called, "The Bathtub Ring".  This high water 
mark told Blake that the greater part of the Imperial and Coachella Valleys once
existed as a massive lake that was 110 miles long, 40 miles wide and up to
300 ft. deep.  Understanding the nature of lake-beds, and the water
supplies that tend to exist beneath them, he recommended that this
future rail line, the Southern Pacific, pass through this area.
And that this dry lake-bed be tapped to
supply water to the thirsty
Steam Engines.
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Travertine Point and the water line
(West side of the Salton Sea)
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Ben Laflin Sr.  (wearing the hat) & family, 
stands next to his Artesian Well at
his 200 acre Date Farm (Oasis Date Garden) 
in Thermal, California (located in the Eastern 
portion of the Coachella Valley).  Year: 1912
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Artesian Wells
Still flow today!
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Coachella Valley Water District
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CRA =  Colorado River Aaqueduct (Federal Water)
SWP = State Water Project (State Water)
AAC - All American Canal (Federal Water)
Coachella Branch of the All American Canal (Federal Water)
GRF = Groundwater Replenishment Facility

Note: CVWD exchanges it's State Water for equal portions of Federal Water
from the CRA (this is due to lack of a physical connection to State Water). Water 
turned out of the CRA into the Coachella Valley becomes State Water for the 
Whitewater GRF. page 13
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ID = Improvement District
RAC = Replenishment Assessment 
Charge (the cost of importing water 
for groundwater replenishment is 
passed along to groundwater 
pumpers who use more that 25 Acre 
Feet per year)
NPW = Non-Potable Water
RW = Recycled Water
MVP = Mid-Valley Pipeline (The MVP 
is a 6.7 mile long, 54" diameter pipeline 
that conveys Colorado River water from 
the Coachella Canal to Mid-Valley Golf 
Courses. This reduces demand for 
groundwater.
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