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WELCOME TO THE DELTA!





WE WILL NOT 
DISCUSS WATERFIX











WHY DID WE BUILD THE 

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT 

AND THE STATE WATER 

PROJECT?



FLOOD CONTROL

WATER SUPPLY

DELTA PROTECTION
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Surplus
7,930,000 AF/ YR

SHORTAGE
8,049,000 AF/YR



To address this 8 million 

acre foot shortage, the State 

Water Project planned to take 

5 million acre feet of North 

Coast river flow and add it to 

the Sacramento River system.





WATER SUPPLY FOR 

IN-DELTA USERS.













IN THE WORST 

DROUGHTS IN-DELTA 

AGRICULTURE COULD 

STILL DIVERT.





SHOULD IN-DELTA 

DIVERTERS BE ALLOWED TO 

DIVERT WHEN THE WATER IS 

BEING FRESHENED BY 

RELEASES FROM STORAGE?



§ 12201.  Necessity of maintenance of water supply

. . . the maintenance of an adequate water supply in the Delta 
sufficient to maintain and expand agriculture, industry, urban, 
and recreational development ... to provide a common source of 
fresh water . . .  is necessary . . .

§ 12202.  Salinity control and adequate water supply

Among the functions . . . by the State . . . in coordination with 
the . . . United States in providing salinity control for the Delta 
through operation of the Federal Central Valley Project, shall be 
the provision of salinity control and an adequate water supply 
for the users of water in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. . . . 





HOW THE PROJECTS AFFECT 

THE SOUTHERN DELTA



The CVP had a number of effects on the San Joaquin River 

and Southern Delta.

It significantly decreased flows due to Friant Dam:

It added large amounts of salt to the River via drainage from 

lands irrigated with CVP water: and

It altered flows in the southern Delta and lowered water levels 

due to the massive export pumps.









Tidal Inflow San Joaquin River Inflow

Exports and Net Consumptive Use in Area

WHY DO SALTS COLLECT IN   
SOUTH DELTA CHANNELS?





WATER LEVEL PROBLEMS 

AND SILTATION







Exports siphon off a portion of the 

incoming tide.  With increased 

siltation, we are less able to 

tolerate the impacts of exports.



Amount taken by exports

Incoming tide

Depth of channel

“ORIGINAL” CHANNEL CONDITIONS



Amount taken by exports

Siltation

Incoming tide

Depth of channel

CURRENT CHANNEL CONDITIONS



Are Delta Levees Doomed?

▪ The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers commented 
on the DWR analysis which predicted the 
immanent failure of Delta levees as follows . . . 
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QUESTIONS?

COMPLAINTS?

PETITION TO GET   

NEW SDWA ATTORNEY?


