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Climate Action Plan  
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Sierra Snowpack Comparison 

Two images taken one year apart: 
 February 1, 2014 and January 31, 2015  
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California Drought 
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Drought Impacts to Folsom Lake 
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USGS Water Census  

A Nationwide System to deliver water accounting information 6 



SALTON SEA 
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Stakeholder Concerns 

• Declining inflows 
• Salinity increasing 
• Fugitive dust 
• Human health risk 
• Avian disease 
• Hydrogen sulfide releases 

• Selenium, arsenic  
• Geothermal activity 
• Earthquakes/faults 
• Fisheries habitat (loss) 
• Migratory bird habitat (loss) 
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Red Hill Bay Project 
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Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
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Open Water Data Initiative 
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Overview of the 
Colorado River 
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Colorado River 2000-2015 Historic Drought 
• Worst 15-year drought in 109 years of recorded history 
• One of worst 15-year droughts in over 1200 years 
• Lower Basin shortages possible beginning in 2016 (approx. 20% chance) 
• Chance of Lower Basin shortages in 2017 approximately 50% 
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Basin Study: Next Steps 
• Meet with stakeholders and the public to describe Study 

findings and answer questions 
• Reduce uncertainties related to water conservation, reuse, water 

banking, augmentation, and weather modification concepts 
• Further study of tribal water issues 
• Advance science and modeling tools used in the Study 
• Consider strategies that provide a wide-range of benefits to all 

water users 
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Proactive Efforts - Drought Response  
• Agreement for Pilot Drought Response Actions (2014-

2019) 
• 2014-2017 Goal: Generate 740,000 acre-feet of water to benefit 

Lake Mead elevation 

• 2014-2019 Goal: Generate 1.5 to 3.0 maf of water to benefit 
Lake Mead elevation 

• System Conservation Pilot Program (2014-2016) 
• Provides $11 million for voluntary pilot projects that create 

system water – in both Upper and Lower Basins 

• Anticipate that the first implementation agreements will be 
signed during Spring 2015 

• U.S. would welcome Mexican participation 
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Minute 319 
• Completed Nov. 2012 
 

• Innovative Agreements 
with US Basin States and 
Municipal Entities 
 

• Complementary 
agreements within Mexico 
with NGOs 
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Colorado River Pulse Flow  
March 2014 
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US/Mexico Border – Morelos Dam 
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Colorado River:  
1 mile North of SIB 
March 2014 

Photos:  
Dale Turner 
The Nature Conservancy 21 



Colorado River reaches the Sea… 
May 2014 
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24 http://cida.usgs.gov/ca_drought/ 



THANK YOU 
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