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What do we do? 

We are a federal agency that makes loans and 
grants to protect and preserve the livelihood of 

rural communities across the United States.  



Rural Utilities Service 

Rural Housing &  
Community Facilities 

Rural Business & 
Cooperative Service 

Rural Development Programs 

Programs 

• Business and Industry Guaranteed Loans 
• Rural Business Development Grants 
• Intermediary Relending Program 
• Rural Energy for America Program 
• Advanced Biofuel Payment Program 
• Value Added Producer Grants 
• Cooperative Development Assistance 

• Electric Program 
• Water & Environmental Programs 
• Telecommunications and Broadband Programs 

• Homeownership Loans 
• Home Repair Loans & Grants 
• Mutual Self-Help TA Grants 
• Multi-Family Housing Loans 
• Housing Preservation Grants 
• Community Facilities Loans & Grants 



Total Funding in FY2014: $973 Million 

Single Family 
Housing 

$725 Million 

Community 
Programs 
$52 Million 

Business & 
Cooperatives 

$70 Million 

Multi-Family 
Housing 

$126 Million 



Water and Environmental Programs 

• Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant 
• Emergency Community Water Assistance 

Grants 
• Colonia Grants 
• Native American Grants 

 

Community Programs 



• Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant 
Program 
– Low interest rates extend for up to 40 year loans 

• Currently 2.125% - 3.5% 

– Grants are up to 75% of project cost 

Funding Opportunities 

Community Programs 



• Emergency Community Water Assistance 
Grant (ECWAG) 
– Grants may cover 100% of project costs 
– Two levels of funding: 

• Under $150,000: water line repairs,  maintenance, 
extensions and connections 

• Under $500,000: new water source or treatment plant 
construction 

– Both must be caused by an emergency 

Funding Opportunities 

Community Programs 



• 306C Colonia Grants 
– Tribe (or other eligible entity) must be located in 

Imperial, San Diego, or southern Riverside County 
– $3,000,000 is available for California  

Funding Opportunities 

Community Programs 



• Native American 306C Grant 
– Per capita income must be ≤$18,590 
– Unemployment rate must be ≥9% 
– $2,000,000 maximum per project in FY14 
– Approx. $19,500,000 nationally available FY14 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Community Programs 



• Direct & Guaranteed Loans, Grants 
• Rural Community Development Initiative 
• Rates & Terms: Useful life or 40 years 
• Population 20,000 or less 
• Applications accepted all year 
 

Community Facilities Program 



Eligible Areas 

Applicants must be in 
or outside a city, 
town or census-
designated place with 
populations under 
10,000 for Water 
Programs and 20,000 
for Community 
Facilities. 
 

Community Programs 



Eligible Applicants 
 

• Nonprofit Organizations that are broadly based 
and have significant community support 

• Federally recognized Native American Tribes 
• Public Bodies – including cities, counties and 

special districts 
• Mutual Water Companies 

Community Programs 



Eligible Purposes 

• Construction 
• Acquire Land and Rights 
• Legal and Engineering/Architectural Fees 
• Connection Fees 

Community Programs 



Rates and Terms 
• Interest Rates 

– Established on a quarterly basis 
– Based on nonmetropolitan median household income  

• Poverty Rate: Below $53,306 and the project corrects health or 
sanitary violations for water programs   

• Intermediate Rate: $50,307 - $62,883 
• Market Rate:  Above $62,883 

• Terms 
– Useful life of the facility OR 40 years 

Community Programs 



Application Process 

• Build community support 
• Initial Meeting with USDA 
• Pre-Application 
• Full Application 
• Letter of Conditions 
• Obligate Funding 
• Disbursement after 

loan/grant closing or start of 
construction 

Community Programs 



Funding Cycle 

• Federal Fiscal Year: October 1st —  
September 30th  

• Applications are accepted all year 
• Best time to apply: early in the Fiscal Year 

Community Programs 



WATER & ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROGRAMS 

Case Studies 



San Antonio Del Desierto (St. 
Anthony’s)- CVWD 

Colonia Grant     
     $2,540,600 
CVWD       $ 280,052      
IRWM  $ 740,000 
Total          $3,560,652 

Community Programs 



Santa Margarita-Garden Farms 
Intertie 

IRWM    $1,542,970 
ECWAG Grant     
       $367,000 
Applicant   $       5,030 
Total      $2,048,000 

Community Programs 



Questions? 

Check out our new website 
http://www.rd.usda.gov/ca  

 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/ca


Alturas Office: Serving Lassen, 
Modoc, Plumas, Shasta and Tehama 
Counties 
 
Mike Colbert  
530-233-4137x112  
mike.colbert@ca.usda.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Auburn Office: Serving Placer 
County 
 
Michael Velez 
(530 ) 885-6505 x101  
michael.velez@ca.usda.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Bakersfield Office: Serving Inyo and 
Kern Counties 
 
Teresa Hogan  
(661) 336-0967 x125  
teresa.hogan@ca.usda.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Davis Office: Serving Alameda, 
Colusa, Glenn, Monterey, San 
Benito, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
Santa Cruz and Yuba Counties 
 
Katie Schmitt 
(530) 792-5827 
Kaitlin.schmitt@ca.usda.gov 
 
 

Contacts by County 



El Centro Office: Serving Imperial, 
Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, 
San Bernardino and San Diego 
Counties 
 
Daniel Cardona 
(760) 352-4418  x107 
daniel.cardona@ca.usda.gov  
 
Luis Andrade x108 
luis.andrade@ca.usda.gov  
 

Contacts by County 



Elk Grove Office: Serving El Dorado, 
Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, Sierra, 
Solano and Yolo Counties 
 
Doug Colucci 
(916) 714-1104 x106  
doug.colucci@ca.usda.gov  
 

Contacts by County 



Fresno Office: Serving Fresno 
County 
 
Sally Tripp 
(559) 276-7494 x132  
sally.tripp@ca.usda.gov  
 
Antonio Ybarra x4 
Antonio.ybarra@ca.usda.gov  

 

      

Contacts by County 



Manteca Office: Serving Alpine, 
Amador, Calaveras, Contra Costa, 
Mono and San Joaquin Counties 
 
Frank Risso  
(916) 425-4768  
frank.risso@ca.usda.gov 
 

Contacts by County 



Merced Office: Serving Madera, 
Mariposa, Merced, Stanislaus and 
Tuolumne Counties 
 
Deborah Cartwright 
(209) 722-4119 x124 
Deborah.cartwright@ca.usda.gov 
 
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Modesto Office: Serving Madera, 
Mariposa, Merced, Stanislaus and 
Tuolumne Counties 
 
Jose Guardado 
(209) 918-5303 
jose.guardado@ca.usda.gov  
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Oroville Office: Serving Butte, 
Colusa, Glenn and Sutter 
Counties  
 
Colleen Crowden 
(530) 533-4401 x123 
Colleen.crowden@ca.usda.gov  

Contacts by County 



Santa Maria Office: Serving San Luis 
Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura 
Counties 
 
Al Correale 
(805) 928-9269 x119  
al.correale@ca.usda.gov  
 

Contacts by County 



Santa Rosa Office: Serving Del Norte, 
Humboldt, Lake, Marin, Mendocino, 
Napa, San Francisco and Sonoma 
Counties 
 
Reef Atwell 
(707) 526-6797  x103 
reef.atwell@ca.usda.gov  
 
Quinn Donovan x105 
quinn.donovan@ca.usda.gov  

 

Contacts by County 



Visalia Office: Serving Kings and Tulare 
Counties 
 
Lisa Butler  
(559) 734-8732 x103  
lisa.butler@ca.usda.gov  
 

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 



Yreka Office: Serving Siskiyou and 
Trinity Counties 
 
Kevin Demers 
(530) 842-6123 x112  
kevin.demers@ca.usda.gov  

 

 

 

      

Contacts by County 
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