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2015 Drought Response in CA 

 Emergency Conservation Regulations 

 Curtailments of Water Rights 

 Mandatory Groundwater Management 

Programs 

 Drought Emergency Funding Programs 

 Small Water System Assistance 

 

 

 

 



Emergency Conservation Regulations 

State Water Board Adopts Emergency Regulation 

in July 2014 - modified and re-adopted in March 

2015 

Governor Issues Executive Order April 1, 2015 

Requires State Water Board to impose 25 percent 

reduction in potable urban usage (2013 baseline) 

State Water Board Adopts Modified Emergency 

Regulation in May 2015 

http://saveourwater.com 



Prohibited specific water uses 

  Ornamental turf in public medians  

  Landscaping of newly constructed homes 

  Use for decorative fountains, washing sidewalks, etc. 

Conservation by Urban Water Suppliers 

    8% to 36% reduction required 

25% Reduction for Smaller Suppliers 

Reporting Requirements 

  Monthly & Annually 

 



 2014  

 SWRCB- 22 CWS  w/Post-1914 water rights 

curtailed 

 USBR: 50% allocation for M&I Users 

 

 2015 

 SWRCB- Pre-1914 water rights curtailed 

 USBR: 25% allocation for M&I Users (Initial) 

 Increased to >50% allocation 

 

Issue - What is a reliable water supply during 

extreme droughts for systems relying solely on 

surface water rights?  

SWRCB:  Water Rights Curtailments 
USBR:      Reduced Allocations 



 2014 - $15 M authorized for drought emergencies 

 2015 - $19 M authorized 

 $4 M for interim water supplies 

 $15 M for drought emergencies 

 Can fund:   

 Bottled Water 

 Well Repair, Rehabilitation and Replacement 

 Hauled Water 

 Emergency Interties 

 Treatment  

Drought Emergency Funding 



 



 Lake Don Pedro – Lake intake issues 

 Cantua Creek – High Cost of Water 

 Orange Center Area – Private Well issues 

 

SWS Drought Experiences 



• Underlying Issue:  

• Concept of 50 gpcd for 

Human Health & Safety 

SWS Drought Experiences 



SWS Drought Experiences: 
Lake Don Pedro CSD 

Issue: Lake Level Dropping Below Intake & 

   Need to maintain environmental flows 

 Foothill community of 3200 people, 667 sc 

 $1.25 M Combined funding from: 

  USDA ECWAG, DWR & SWRCB Emergency Funding 

 Moved intake via barge for temporary reprieve 

 Drilled 2 wells, another on the way 

 Issues: CEQA & NEPA for entire project slowed 

emergency responsiveness 

 



Lake McClure on March 24, 2015, in La Grange, California. At the time, the lake was at 7 

percent of its normal capacity and residents were under mandatory 50 percent water use 

restrictions.  The Lake is projected to run out of water in August. 

SWS Drought Experiences: 
Lake Don Pedro CSD 



SWS Drought Experiences: 
Cantua Creek 
Issue: Unaffordable Cost of Water 

 Rural, severely disadvantaged community 

 97 residences & 1 school 

 Surface water cost increased: 

 2013 & Prior: $348/AF 

 2014:  increased to $1,144/AF 

 2015:  slight decrease to $904/AF 

 Emergency grant for 2014 debt plus 2015 supply up 

to 50 gpcd 

• Concept of 50 gpcd for health & human safety 

implemented 



SWS Drought Experiences: 
Cantua Creek 



Issue: Individual (Private) Wells Going Dry 

 Private Well Community within a City SOI 

 79 homes – >40% dry 

 Shallow wells 

 Water Table dropped 24 feet in 3 years 

 Emergency Funding Available –  

 USDA ECWAG 

 City must apply on behalf of homeowners 

 Needs Majority Homeowner Support 

 Interim – Emergency Water Tanks 

 50 gpcd for health & human safety 

Small Community Drought 
Experiences:  Orange Center Area 



Small Community Drought 
Experiences: Private Wells 
Tip of the Iceberg! 

 2,182 Private Wells reported dry 

 2,085 are in Central San Joaquin Valley 

 

 East Porterville 
 1,600 private wells 

 40% dry (>500) 

 Water tank filling station 

 Portable showers 

 Long term planning needed 

 Nonprofit organizations 

      critical in assisting residents 



 Evaluate source & storage capacities during sanitary 

surveys 

 Encourage installation of flow meters on all sources & 

service connections 

 Encourage installation of emergency interties 

between adjacent water systems 

 Encourage systems to identify, plan & fund additional 

local sources of supply 

 Encourage redundant sources of supply 

 Consolidation with larger viable public water system 

(where feasible) 

 

SWRCB Evaluations & 
Recommendations 



Contact Information  
 

Betsy Lichti, P.E. 

SWRCB-Division of Drinking Water 

(559) 447-3485 

Betsy.Lichti@waterboards.ca.gov  


