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Sacramento Valley
A truly unique and exceptional place 



Sacramento Valley 
What do you think about the Valley?
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The Sacramento Valley

A unique mosaic of farm lands, wildlife 
refuges, managed wetlands and high 
quality rivers and streams that support 
waterfowl habitat and spawning 
grounds for numerous fish species and 
the cities and rural communities that 
make up this special region.
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Sacramento 
Valley

Land Uses

•Urban

•Agriculture

•Wetlands



Sacramento River 
Flood System
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Cornerstone for Central Valley/
State Water Projects



Sacramento Valley
Applied Water Use



Sacramento Valley
Water Supplies



Sacramento Valley Hallmark  
Managing Water for Multiple Beneficial Uses 





Two million acres of family farms 
that provide the economic engine for 
the region through the production of 
rice, trees, and various row crops that 
serve as a working 
landscape and pastoral 
setting and provide
valuable habitat for 
waterfowl along the 
Pacific Flyway.

Sacramento Valley



Sacramento Valley
Habitat for 50% of 

the threatened 
and endangered
species in 

California, 

including the 

winter-run and 

spring-run salmon, 

steelhead and 

many other fish 

species.



Six National Wildlife Refuges, more 

than fifty state Wildlife Areas and other 

privately managed wetlands that support 
the annual migration of waterfowl, geese 
and shore birds in the Pacific Flyway.  
These seasonal and permanent wetlands 
provide 65% of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan objectives;

Sacramento Valley







Pacific Flyway Partners



The small towns and rural 
communities that form the backbone of 

the region, as well as the State Capital 
that serves as the center of government 
for the State of California.

Sacramento Valley



Established 1986 (SB1086)

A management plan to

protect, restore and

enhance the fisheries

and riparian habitat

along the Sacramento

River from Keswick

Dam down river to

Verona. This effort is

cooperative in nature

and works to ensure

that habitat restoration

and management addresses not only the dynamics of riparian

ecosystems, but also the realities of local agricultural and

recreational issues associated with land use changes occurring

along the river.

Sacramento River Conservation Area



The forests, meadows and canyons 

in the watersheds of the 

Sierra Nevada and Coast Range.

Sacramento Valley Headwaters



Water 
Management 
Opportunities





Since 2000…
There has been a concerted effort to 
implement the following types of 
programs and projects to improve salmon
recovery in the Sacramento River Basin: 

➢ flow arrangements;

➢ habitat enhancements;

➢ fish passage improvements; 

➢ fish-food production projects; and 

➢ studies to advance the science that 
informs management decisions.





Central Valley Salmon Habitat Partnership







Reactivating Floodplains



Active Groundwater Management





Improving 
Water Quality



Sacramento Valley Sustainability 

Provide a sustainable water supply for the unique 
mosaic of farm lands, wildlife refuges, managed 

wetlands and high quality rivers and streams that 
support waterfowl habitat and spawning grounds 
for numerous fish species and the cities and rural 

communities that make up this special region.



Voices from the Valley

norcalwater.org sacramentovalley.org

http://www.norcalwater.org/
sacramentovalley.org


Aquafornia

www.aquafornia.com

http://www.aquafornia.com/
http://www.aquafornia.com/


Like a human fingerprint, California’s Sacramento 
Valley is truly unique. Nourishment and 

sustenance from the fields, habitats for fish and 
wildlife, recreation and an exceptionally high 

quality of life—the Sacramento Valley is home to 
all of this, and more. Only through the efficient 

management of the region’s water resources will 
the Sacramento Valley be able to continue to 
provide what’s essential to California’s future 

success and prosperity.



Think about…
▪ Highly managed water system

▪ Importance of CVP/SWP in region

▪ Multi-benefit water management

▪ Reactivating the floodplain

▪ Innovative and modern flow strategies

▪ A region in balance?

▪ Amazing partnerships

▪ Integration of human and natural dynamics

▪ Passion for the region




