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Status and trend monitoring and 
evaluation in the Tahoe Basin
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Bi-State Compact
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Article (II) (i) “Environmental threshold carrying capacity” means an 
environmental standard necessary to maintain a significant scenic, 
recreational, educational, scientific or natural value of the region or to 
maintain public health and safety within the region. Such standards 
shall include but not be limited to standards for air quality, water 
quality, soil conservation, vegetation preservation and noise. 



Resolution 82-11
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Categories

• Air Quality 

• Water Quality

• Fisheries

• Soil Conservation

• Wildlife

• Vegetation

• Scenic Resources

• Recreation

• Noise
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Threshold Evaluation 

• Status and trends of indicators 
relative to adopted standards

• Implementation and effectiveness 
of the Regional Plan and other 
Basin efforts

• Recommendations to inform future 
actions
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Contributors
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Methods Overview

• Methodology and display 
modeled on 2011 Report
• Icons
• Individual Indicator Sheets
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Streams 

First flow-weighted load analysis
54.1% reduction in suspended 
sediment (~30 years)

38.6% reduction in phosphorus (~30 
years)

No change in total nitrogen 

52.1% reduction in nitrate 

No change in FSP (~10 years)
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Scenic (Shoreline)

Summary 

Scores for 3 units 
up from 2011 to 
2015; none 
decreased
One unit (Rubicon 

Point) moved into 
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Status Summary
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2015 2011



Trend Summary
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2015 2011
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Information Access
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EIP Reporting Tool
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Project Implementation
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TMDL Management Tool 
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Monitoring Program
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Science-Based Adaptive Management Structure
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Conceptual Model
Scientific understanding of the processes 
and drivers that influence the state of the 
system (Science Groups) 

Policies 
(Regional 

Plan) Project 
Regulation 

(Code)

Environmental 
Improvement 

Investment 
Priorities (EIP)

Standard(s)

Results Framework
Explanation of management actions and 
their expected influence on the processes 
and drivers of the system, and ultimately 
the desired outcome (Policy Groups)

Standards System
Management of system to achieve 
desired outcomes through standards 
expressed in policy, regulations, and 
investment priorities (Public Input)

Monitoring and Feedback
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ID Category Sub Standard

1 Water
quality

Pelagic Maintain annual mean phytoplankton primary productivity at 
or below 52gmC/m2/yr

2 Water
quality

Nearshore Support actions to reduce the extent and distribution of 
excessive periphyton (attached) algae in the nearshore 
(littoral zone) of Lake Tahoe. 

Threshold Standards
ID Chapter Level1 Level2 Code

126 6 6.6 6.6.1 Total existing coverage in square feet, distinguished as hard, 
soft, or potential coverage, and estimated date of coverage 
placement, including coverage credited but not yet transferred 

127 6 6.6 6.6.2 Allowable base coverage in square feet pursuant to the Bailey 
coefficients, or, if applicable, IPES.

Code

ID PMID Performance Measure

3 3 Parcels with stormwater BMPs

4 4 Miles of Roads Decommissioned or Retrofitted 

EIP

ID PC Condition

10213 RA1B Revegetation plans shall show areas to be revegetated, specifications for 
revegetation, and fencing for vegetation protection

10213 RA1B Slope stabilization plans shall show all methods of stabilization to be used to 
stabilize all existing and proposed cut and fill slopes 
…..

Permitting Conditions  

ID Name Description

1 LTIMP Lake Tahoe Interagency Monitoring Program – Tributary

2 Osprey TRPA Osprey nest survey

Compliance action
ID Action

112 Stop work order

113 Pre-grade inspection 

Conceptual Models 

Planning process 



Dashboard 
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Thank you


