
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clue 1. 

The ocean around this national monument and San Diego Bay keeps air temperatures mild year-
round, which allows heat-loving cactus to grow next to evergreen shrubs and salamanders to walk 
past sunning desert snakes. 
 

Clue 2.  

Rainfall is concentrated in the winter, but the amount can drastically change year to year, from 3.4 
inches to 19.4 inches.  This variability in rainfall causes certain types of plants to thrive one year 
and barely survive another in this southern most of California’s national park sites. 
 

Clue 3. 

The monument contains 160 acres at the tip of the Point Loma peninsula.  It is bordered to the 
west by the Pacific Ocean, on the east and south by San Diego Bay, and on the north by an urban 
environment. Cold air from the ocean meets balmy air from the land to form dense fogs, which 
adds moisture to allow species requiring more water to coexist with desert plants and animals. 
 

Clue 4. 

Climbing out of his boat and onto shore in 1542, Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo stepped into history as 
the first European to set foot here on what is now the West Coast of the United States. 
 

Answer:  A 

 

Clue 1. 

The significance of this area stems from the islands’ remote, isolated position at the confluence of 
two major ocean currents, a region of persistent oceanic upwelling, and the border of two tectonic 
plates.  
 

 Clue 2.  

A biological diversity representative of nearly 1,000 miles of the West Coast of North America is 
found in this park.  The cool, nutrient-rich oceanic waters mix with warm coastal waters to 
accelerate the growth of sea life from microscopic plankton to blue whales around the islands. 
 

Clue 3. 

Archeological evidence records nearly 13,000 years of continuous human occupation and a 
Pleistocene fauna that included pygmy mammoth, an owl, a flightless goose, a puffin, and a 
vampire bat, and two species of giant mouse. 
 

Clue 4. 

The marine influence around these islands in the results in a climate of mild summers, higher 

humidity and ‘channels’ more frequent nocturnal fog compared to the mainland.  
 

Answer: B 
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