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Santa Ana River Watershed Conference

The Santa Ana River Sustainability Assessment:

Betty Andrews, PE March 29, 2019

in support of impactful watershed-scale decision-making
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Presentation

1. Introduction

2. Strategic Approach

3. Implementation

4. Role in the California Water Plan

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP
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Regional action for sustainability

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP
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OWOW is a plan…

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP

Evaluate Plan Implement

?
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Are we making adequate progress toward our goals?

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP

Indicators

• Six goals in OWOW

• Two indicators per goal

• Indicators based on key 

aspects of each goal

Metrics

• Measurable fact

• One (or, if necessary, two) 

metrics per indicator

We sought indicators (metrics) that are:

• Responsive to actions

• Easy to implement

• Meaningful to stakeholders
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Indicators and metrics

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP

Achieve resilient water 
resources through innovation 
and optimization.

• Maximization of locally-
managed supplies

• Efficiency of outdoor water use

Ensure high quality water for all 
people and the environment.

• Maintenance of groundwater 
salinity at or below target levels

• Safety of water for contact 
recreation 

Preserve and enhance 
recreational areas, open space, 
habitat, and natural hydrologic 
function. 

• Abundance of vegetated riparian 
corridor

• Abundance of conserved open 
space

Engage with members of 
disadvantaged communities 
and associated supporting 
organizations to diminish 
environmental injustices and 
their impacts on the watershed.

• Equitable access to clean 
drinking water

• Proportionate implementation of 
climate change adaptation 
strategies

Educate and build trust 
between people and 
organizations.

• Collaboration for more effective 
outcomes

• Adoption of a watershed ethic  

Improve data integration, 
tracking and reporting to 
strengthen decision-making.

• Broaden access to data for 
decision-making

• Participation in an open data 
process
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Scoring and rating

• Score leads to a rating

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Quantitative v. Qualitative

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP
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Scoring and rating

• Score leads to a rating

• Positive

• Neutral

• Negative

• Quantitative v. Qualitative

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP
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Rating table
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Using the assessment

Complete 
assessment

Use results 
to inform 

investments

Review 
assessment 

for 
refinement 

needs

Initiate 
assessment

1/24/2019 OWOW Sustainability Assessment 10
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Are we making adequate 
progress?



esassoc.com

SAWPA and CA DWR

11

Regional-scale pilot for the CA Water Plan

Introduction Strategic Approach Implementation Role in the CWP

• What does a regional-

scale sustainability 

assessment look like?

• How can sustainability 

assessment at the 

regional scale support 

statewide goals?
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Questions?

bandrews@esassoc.com


