
Dam Sediment Management… 
Taking a Regional Approach  

 

 
By Philip L. Anthony 

SAWPA Commissioner 
Orange County Water District Director 

April 11, 2013 



Sediment Accumulation in Prado Basin 

 Storage capacity at 
spillway 
─ 1941: 222,000 af 
─ 2008: 174,000 af 
─ Loss of 48,000 af 

 Capacity below 
elevation 505 ft (water 
conservation) 
─ 1941: 45,000 af 
─ 2008: 20,000 af 
─ Loss of 25,000 af 

Prado Dam 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d6/California_71.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/California_91.svg


Sediment Accumulation at River Road Bridge 



Santa Ana River Near  
Weir Canyon 



Elevation 498 ft 
Flood season 

Pool = 9,300 af 

Elevation 505 ft 
Non-flood Season 
 Pool = 20,000 af 

Stormwater Capture at Prado Dam 
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Prado Basin Sediment Management Demonstration Project 


