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USGS Water-Year Summary

11446500 American River 
at Fair Oaks, CA
LOCATION - Lat 38°38'08", long 121°13'36" referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE 1/4 NE 1/4 sec.17, T.9 N., R.7 E., Sacramento County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18020111, on right bank, 2,100 ft downstream from Nimbus Dam, 2.4 mi east of Fair Oaks, 8.1 mi downstream from South Fork, and at river mile 22.2.

DRAINAGE AREA - 1,888 mi².

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS

PERIOD OF RECORD - November 1904 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-A.

GAGE - Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 71.53 ft above NGVD of 1929. See WSP 2131 for history of changes prior to July 15, 1970.

REMARKS - Flow regulated by Folsom Lake (station 11446200) beginning Feb. 25, 1955. Some minor regulation of high flows by temporary pondage during period of construction January 1953 to February 1955. Diurnal fluctuations from Folsom Powerplant re-regulated by Nimbus Reservoir, capacity, 2,800 acre-ft, between normal operating elevations 118.5 and 125.0 ft, and by Nimbus Powerplant. Many diversions upstream from station. Diversion to Folsom South Canal from Nimbus Reservoir started in June 1973. Some inflow from Bear and Yuba River Basins. See schematic diagram of lower Sacramento River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. Discharge record for 2016, 2015, and 2014 water years rated good.

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD - Flood on Jan. 10, 1862, reached a stage of 38 ft, datum unknown, from flood mark, verified by comparison with flood crest for 1862 and 1907, at other points, from USGS WSP 843; discharge, 318,000 ft³/s, estimated, from rating curve extended above 163,000 ft³/s.

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD - Maximum discharge, 180,000 ft³/s, Nov. 21, 1950, gage height, 31.85 ft, site and datum then in use; minimum, 3.6 ft³/s, Aug. 16, 1924. Maximum discharge since regulation by Folsom Lake in 1955, 134,000 ft³/s, Feb. 19, 1986, gage height, 27.96 ft; minimum daily, 215 ft³/s, Apr. 20, 1977.

	00060, Discharge, cubic feet per second,

	YEAR
	Monthly mean in ft3/s   (Calculation Period: 1904-10-01 -> 2016-10-31) 

	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	1904
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,430
	917.8
	1,339

	1905
	3,266
	4,228
	6,149
	6,875
	6,118
	3,010
	694.9
	270.2
	138.0
	147.4
	194.1
	254.2

	1906
	7,258
	5,934
	14,150
	12,100
	15,080
	16,050
	6,336
	1,021
	418.9
	298.4
	563.5
	3,972

	1907
	4,152
	14,850
	24,710
	15,640
	12,200
	11,110
	5,505
	1,497
	812.7
	693.2
	824.0
	1,787

	1908
	2,600
	1,958
	3,294
	4,487
	4,595
	2,604
	869.8
	200.0
	123.0
	384.5
	441.0
	604.7

	1909
	24,290
	15,540
	6,462
	7,994
	9,509
	7,652
	2,314
	607.1
	287.0
	511.3
	4,591
	9,379

	1910
	8,524
	5,245
	10,500
	10,490
	7,951
	2,263
	516.1
	213.1
	201.3
	342.3
	538.5
	1,597

	1911
	13,870
	10,600
	12,980
	15,090
	14,500
	17,720
	3,199
	458.7
	304.0
	350.0
	430.0
	400.0

	1912
	1,132
	799.7
	1,923
	2,868
	6,843
	4,768
	829.5
	208.9
	330.5
	243.1
	1,469
	598.8

	1913
	1,574
	1,287
	1,746
	6,036
	7,215
	2,545
	613.6
	282.5
	153.8
	155.0
	486.7
	2,149

	1914
	17,110
	7,015
	8,114
	9,420
	11,660
	6,594
	2,114
	450.9
	190.6
	332.3
	374.7
	681.5

	1915
	1,545
	9,214
	4,649
	8,512
	15,520
	8,032
	1,767
	391.5
	224.5
	216.5
	378.0
	1,312

	1916
	7,743
	10,160
	13,130
	11,770
	9,874
	6,707
	1,972
	340.4
	220.2
	625.8
	650.9
	2,009

	1917
	1,586
	7,334
	4,469
	9,231
	10,300
	8,917
	1,680
	371.6
	198.4
	184.7
	181.5
	520.5

	1918
	283.7
	2,233
	5,089
	7,403
	5,000
	1,939
	322.5
	69.9
	415.3
	939.7
	804.7
	778.4

	1919
	677.1
	6,498
	5,114
	9,442
	9,658
	1,606
	268.6
	138.5
	133.6
	159.2
	151.4
	687.6

	1920
	633.3
	650.3
	3,870
	6,068
	7,139
	2,722
	546.6
	177.5
	156.9
	564.3
	2,562
	4,425

	1921
	7,700
	5,685
	8,692
	7,256
	8,568
	6,244
	1,241
	326.1
	245.9
	398.6
	785.1
	2,205

	1922
	1,915
	6,688
	5,498
	8,193
	16,550
	11,270
	1,595
	358.1
	263.9
	498.5
	1,065
	6,488

	1923
	4,363
	3,158
	3,545
	9,512
	9,962
	4,678
	1,581
	351.4
	377.0
	645.6
	467.5
	469.5

	1924
	619.1
	2,004
	878.7
	1,998
	1,488
	206.5
	26.8
	15.8
	24.4
	233.8
	965.4
	1,608

	1925
	1,528
	10,880
	5,183
	10,190
	9,810
	4,337
	1,081
	323.9
	282.9
	438.4
	542.2
	893.3

	1926
	792.7
	4,656
	3,150
	7,979
	3,208
	811.8
	246.7
	168.5
	206.1
	353.5
	2,923
	2,248

	1927
	3,619
	13,870
	7,175
	12,220
	9,784
	6,927
	1,239
	381.2
	329.0
	457.9
	1,974
	1,667

	1928
	1,699
	2,345
	16,140
	9,011
	6,193
	1,337
	413.9
	223.5
	218.4
	361.5
	567.8
	705.2

	1929
	718.7
	1,832
	2,439
	3,595
	5,549
	2,658
	482.4
	170.7
	129.0
	100.0
	85.0
	2,520

	1930
	2,226
	2,602
	5,200
	5,769
	4,459
	2,424
	413.8
	181.3
	230.4
	258.2
	567.6
	329.5

	1931
	860.4
	1,265
	2,143
	2,613
	1,924
	653.7
	136.1
	64.4
	93.8
	250.3
	518.0
	2,779

	1932
	2,863
	5,766
	4,792
	6,518
	10,390
	6,754
	1,502
	301.8
	219.8
	380.8
	516.3
	692.5

	1933
	775.8
	989.3
	2,333
	4,006
	5,721
	5,533
	633.2
	249.7
	143.0
	408.9
	654.0
	1,902

	1934
	2,679
	3,157
	4,107
	3,090
	1,594
	661.1
	192.0
	196.0
	146.9
	219.4
	1,174
	1,166

	1935
	2,836
	2,620
	3,393
	13,510
	10,530
	5,802
	1,009
	273.4
	220.6
	476.6
	712.7
	756.2

	1936
	6,721
	13,500
	6,965
	10,490
	9,315
	5,780
	1,364
	463.4
	419.7
	489.9
	574.7
	689.5

	1937
	900.9
	6,277
	6,644
	8,524
	10,840
	3,649
	873.2
	316.2
	294.1
	554.8
	1,173
	7,189

	1938
	2,345
	9,931
	13,160
	12,070
	16,310
	9,846
	2,101
	575.3
	485.9
	683.1
	950.2
	988.5

	1939
	1,082
	1,546
	3,840
	5,203
	2,583
	784.4
	165.1
	105.8
	108.2
	458.3
	515.7
	690.6

	1940
	7,798
	10,650
	13,780
	10,450
	8,040
	3,233
	733.9
	387.2
	409.6
	421.4
	941.1
	4,299

	1941
	5,845
	8,731
	7,501
	7,591
	11,430
	4,639
	1,319
	459.2
	354.3
	474.9
	1,076
	5,463

	1942
	9,685
	10,320
	4,955
	10,510
	11,610
	9,163
	2,402
	541.0
	378.2
	360.3
	2,736
	4,757

	1943
	11,480
	7,052
	15,380
	10,060
	7,141
	4,337
	1,273
	350.4
	247.7
	426.9
	613.7
	779.7

	1944
	1,247
	2,796
	4,062
	3,819
	7,497
	3,117
	631.6
	215.4
	223.5
	448.3
	2,178
	2,317

	1945
	1,813
	10,200
	4,214
	6,865
	8,940
	4,573
	1,052
	269.9
	268.4
	663.0
	2,574
	8,792

	1946
	4,981
	2,722
	5,574
	8,554
	8,692
	3,243
	752.9
	290.0
	376.4
	557.4
	1,672
	1,670

	1947
	1,055
	3,130
	4,794
	4,780
	3,936
	1,452
	272.3
	178.7
	148.6
	806.3
	886.9
	665.2

	1948
	2,891
	1,468
	2,572
	8,774
	10,160
	7,381
	1,298
	307.5
	240.2
	456.0
	841.5
	1,189

	1949
	1,084
	1,823
	5,917
	8,521
	8,416
	2,599
	371.0
	183.9
	165.3
	247.0
	591.4
	628.6

	1950
	5,149
	6,278
	5,635
	9,852
	9,569
	5,356
	1,194
	280.3
	339.0
	922.2
	16,450
	17,360

	1951
	9,667
	7,819
	7,039
	7,141
	7,431
	2,509
	623.5
	294.0
	271.8
	686.5
	1,901
	5,437

	1952
	9,041
	9,726
	8,162
	13,750
	18,200
	11,100
	3,878
	919.2
	526.1
	458.5
	555.1
	1,952

	1953
	7,638
	2,828
	3,772
	7,856
	7,956
	8,402
	2,576
	447.5
	403.9
	559.2
	1,061
	1,408

	1954
	2,285
	3,965
	7,342
	9,186
	5,828
	1,741
	445.2
	243.1
	348.4
	431.9
	779.2
	2,149

	1955
	2,669
	1,831
	1,654
	1,110
	4,236
	3,767
	1,779
	2,158
	1,057
	801.8
	549.7
	14,690

	1956
	16,360
	5,563
	5,402
	3,982
	6,380
	6,761
	4,268
	3,968
	2,343
	1,342
	1,967
	1,625

	1957
	1,149
	1,682
	6,820
	3,296
	5,220
	4,374
	3,035
	3,273
	2,485
	1,845
	2,211
	1,156

	1958
	1,997
	8,746
	8,332
	15,020
	11,050
	8,246
	3,734
	3,644
	3,152
	1,614
	1,565
	1,530

	1959
	1,082
	2,665
	3,001
	1,185
	1,055
	2,138
	4,079
	3,344
	1,253
	632.0
	687.0
	616.6

	1960
	586.6
	2,695
	3,784
	3,151
	1,901
	2,889
	3,367
	2,368
	1,235
	533.3
	1,092
	2,153

	1961
	2,232
	923.3
	686.5
	983.1
	1,031
	2,076
	3,763
	3,195
	1,068
	598.2
	508.9
	495.4

	1962
	349.6
	4,383
	6,903
	5,754
	3,090
	2,087
	3,414
	3,530
	2,654
	3,014
	3,055
	2,621

	1963
	2,010
	11,570
	3,384
	8,337
	7,142
	4,150
	3,512
	3,499
	3,074
	2,157
	3,373
	3,347

	1964
	1,974
	2,122
	1,777
	1,239
	1,198
	1,835
	3,467
	3,383
	2,798
	1,415
	1,023
	19,360

	1965
	13,790
	6,278
	4,154
	4,212
	7,057
	2,139
	3,127
	3,502
	3,212
	2,165
	2,090
	2,800

	1966
	2,111
	1,753
	2,663
	1,608
	953.4
	1,621
	1,921
	2,176
	954.4
	776.4
	2,212
	5,356

	1967
	6,280
	6,036
	7,400
	7,672
	7,742
	8,284
	4,803
	3,367
	3,071
	2,372
	3,288
	4,209

	1968
	2,166
	3,910
	4,979
	2,649
	1,196
	2,925
	3,261
	1,348
	943.2
	932.9
	1,893
	2,909

	1969
	16,850
	9,941
	9,873
	8,170
	7,797
	4,326
	2,045
	2,426
	3,018
	4,102
	3,735
	4,615

	1970
	19,190
	6,794
	5,541
	1,821
	1,485
	1,929
	3,658
	3,315
	3,596
	1,880
	2,536
	7,640

	1971
	6,201
	3,555
	1,778
	4,698
	4,065
	4,175
	4,544
	3,539
	3,464
	2,758
	2,432
	2,720

	1972
	3,314
	3,729
	3,205
	1,577
	1,544
	2,760
	3,219
	3,459
	3,009
	2,437
	2,646
	3,420

	1973
	10,530
	7,880
	6,045
	2,543
	2,705
	3,834
	3,240
	2,016
	2,025
	2,692
	7,050
	6,204

	1974
	12,310
	5,006
	9,155
	9,538
	5,504
	4,961
	3,002
	3,096
	3,635
	3,153
	2,642
	2,542

	1975
	1,968
	5,111
	5,363
	6,013
	5,238
	4,433
	3,449
	2,745
	2,304
	3,054
	2,782
	2,789

	1976
	2,130
	1,551
	1,580
	1,242
	1,275
	1,277
	1,731
	1,992
	1,696
	810.1
	816.8
	1,612

	1977
	850.5
	722.1
	273.4
	257.8
	520.3
	1,135
	868.7
	855.5
	602.0
	284.0
	272.1
	251.8

	1978
	2,737
	4,790
	7,769
	5,085
	6,643
	3,338
	2,551
	2,345
	2,944
	1,786
	1,232
	1,231

	1979
	3,045
	4,258
	3,233
	2,696
	6,688
	3,429
	2,574
	2,555
	3,015
	2,110
	2,426
	2,142

	1980
	16,630
	11,520
	7,499
	5,800
	4,444
	3,554
	4,561
	1,992
	2,356
	1,908
	1,519
	2,367

	1981
	1,685
	1,524
	1,536
	1,547
	2,832
	3,235
	1,762
	1,334
	1,176
	1,554
	5,223
	10,640

	1982
	10,210
	14,740
	8,984
	17,760
	9,503
	7,046
	3,504
	3,787
	3,434
	2,895
	6,243
	10,290

	1983
	7,859
	12,640
	19,340
	9,546
	12,310
	9,828
	7,055
	4,500
	3,924
	3,011
	11,700
	14,190

	1984
	8,057
	5,269
	4,922
	3,255
	3,769
	4,082
	5,203
	2,065
	1,890
	2,048
	2,989
	3,194

	1985
	1,756
	2,273
	1,479
	1,833
	2,660
	2,960
	3,057
	2,402
	2,030
	1,713
	1,472
	1,479

	1986
	2,674
	31,140
	14,910
	5,816
	2,288
	2,854
	4,820
	3,298
	2,392
	2,470
	1,912
	1,696

	1987
	1,105
	1,039
	1,071
	1,219
	1,080
	1,365
	2,625
	2,206
	2,076
	2,266
	1,163
	1,022

	1988
	1,022
	1,028
	1,055
	1,110
	1,337
	1,579
	2,833
	1,457
	1,126
	1,002
	680.6
	611.5

	1989
	588.3
	588.3
	4,868
	2,807
	3,664
	3,628
	4,549
	2,999
	1,903
	3,007
	3,045
	1,728

	1990
	1,166
	1,180
	930.8
	1,880
	871.9
	2,343
	5,995
	2,650
	1,465
	1,242
	917.5
	885.8

	1991
	548.4
	407.9
	373.4
	407.2
	717.3
	2,367
	3,135
	2,773
	1,459
	2,321
	1,166
	1,881

	1992
	864.3
	815.9
	844.2
	785.8
	1,667
	3,913
	3,477
	2,554
	856.5
	668.2
	584.1
	517.3

	1993
	4,284
	6,213
	7,342
	3,380
	5,406
	5,773
	5,446
	3,872
	2,271
	2,706
	1,855
	2,378

	1994
	1,780
	1,599
	1,598
	1,145
	1,034
	2,025
	2,317
	1,793
	1,006
	606.3
	1,347
	1,445

	1995
	8,789
	5,449
	18,140
	7,942
	14,270
	7,413
	10,710
	2,854
	3,878
	2,849
	2,429
	2,398

	1996
	2,151
	14,270
	4,980
	5,517
	9,510
	4,903
	2,849
	2,722
	2,168
	2,689
	3,483
	14,590

	1997
	31,780
	7,219
	4,147
	2,607
	2,415
	2,621
	2,233
	1,961
	1,553
	2,416
	2,436
	2,385

	1998
	5,770
	12,440
	6,601
	7,624
	9,141
	7,652
	4,353
	4,008
	4,014
	2,271
	2,733
	3,052

	1999
	6,084
	12,340
	5,926
	4,345
	4,413
	3,957
	4,293
	2,489
	2,064
	2,401
	2,357
	2,289

	2000
	3,699
	10,080
	5,613
	4,387
	3,622
	2,630
	3,261
	1,797
	1,463
	1,939
	2,058
	2,348

	2001
	2,021
	1,507
	1,509
	1,593
	1,775
	2,502
	2,123
	1,564
	1,521
	1,285
	965.2
	1,438

	2002
	1,470
	1,507
	2,926
	3,683
	2,689
	2,730
	3,342
	1,951
	1,471
	1,488
	1,631
	1,722

	2003
	2,655
	4,270
	2,072
	2,098
	5,544
	4,221
	3,385
	2,775
	1,793
	1,943
	2,013
	1,989

	2004
	2,536
	3,558
	3,402
	4,264
	2,072
	2,230
	3,133
	1,788
	1,419
	1,303
	1,540
	1,595

	2005
	1,436
	3,752
	6,375
	4,132
	9,188
	7,456
	3,510
	3,180
	2,616
	2,216
	2,125
	9,085

	2006
	14,320
	8,300
	7,234
	19,060
	10,340
	5,775
	3,821
	3,212
	2,657
	2,159
	2,078
	2,071

	2007
	1,827
	1,755
	1,797
	1,803
	1,525
	2,980
	3,643
	2,800
	1,698
	1,278
	1,219
	1,154

	2008
	1,064
	984.7
	997.9
	1,071
	1,238
	3,438
	2,936
	1,728
	1,294
	1,028
	1,130
	949.9

	2009
	810.9
	768.1
	1,094
	3,390
	4,000
	2,870
	5,114
	3,635
	2,091
	2,069
	1,876
	1,863

	2010
	1,628
	1,503
	1,227
	1,563
	4,954
	5,976
	4,356
	2,683
	1,627
	1,660
	2,839
	12,390

	2011
	4,802
	2,624
	14,470
	9,360
	6,965
	9,664
	5,014
	3,389
	3,594
	3,678
	2,378
	2,046

	2012
	1,736
	1,525
	1,023
	2,305
	3,880
	3,168
	4,183
	3,081
	1,801
	1,615
	1,836
	5,027

	2013
	3,111
	2,250
	1,607
	1,158
	943.0
	2,355
	3,193
	2,546
	1,759
	1,280
	1,318
	1,291

	2014
	676.2
	532.6
	524.1
	683.7
	1,384
	2,068
	1,934
	1,512
	1,423
	1,059
	1,023
	875.3

	2015
	872.0
	880.2
	782.8
	576.3
	1,343
	2,343
	3,077
	2,145
	818.7
	540.9
	497.7
	509.0

	2016
	580.5
	3,118
	10,050
	3,171
	4,369
	4,042
	4,933
	3,335
	1,618
	1,635
	
	

	Mean of
monthly
Discharge
	4,630
	5,340
	5,590
	5,960
	6,200
	4,430
	2,580
	1,650
	1,300
	1,230
	1,810
	3,130
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