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Throughout the year, the 
Foundation especially focused 
on the impacts of the prolonged 
drought and the importance of 
water conservation, as well as 
California’s new groundwater law.

Founded in 1977, the Foundation 
targets a broad audience, including 
policymakers and leading 
agricultural, environmental and 
urban stakeholders; journalists; and 

school children – and their families. 
The work of the Foundation’s nine-member staff is supported by federal, state 

and private grants; contributions from consultants, water districts, attorneys, 
farmers and others interested in the dissemination of unbiased, thorough and 
easy-to-understand information about water; attendance at Foundation-sponsored 
events; and the sale of our materials.  The budget for 2015 was $1.8 million. 

Leading the Foundation’s effort to provide impartial education is a 
33-member voluntary Board of Directors. Members come from the water, 
business, agricultural, municipal, environmental, education and public interest 
communities. 

During 2015, the Foundation’s six issues of Western Water examined topics 
ranging from remote sensing applications and how satellite information enables 
analysts to get a better understanding of many water issues to the Salton Sea 
dilemma and water rights reform.

The two issues of River Report, which focuses on Colorado River issues, delved 
into topics related to reaching a reliable supply based on the Moving Forward 
Report and paying for Colorado River water through private investment and 
public dollars. 

Foundation staff also conducted eight water tours, held the biennial Colorado 
River symposium in Santa Fe and held the 32nd Annual Executive Briefing. 

In addition to these regular programs, many special projects were undertaken 
in which the Foundation: 

• Developed and published the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
Handbook, distributed at regional workshops and available for free on our 
website 

• Graduated 21 young professionals from the William R. Gianelli Water Leaders 
Class

• Served as the California coordinator for the national Project WET (Water 
Education for Teachers) program, conducting 62 workshops for more than 
1,000 educators across the state

• Continued to expand its comprehensive website – watereducation.org – 
incorporating products;  free-to-the-public water information; the news 
aggregate, Aquafornia.com, and online water encyclopedia, Aquapedia.com 

• Established a greater presence on social media, including on Twitter, 
Facebook and LinkedIn 

• Presented the Water 101: the Basics and Beyond workshop in West Sacramento
• Co-sponsored a major conference on Integrated Regional Water Management 

with the California Department of Water Resources in San Diego
• Researched, wrote, edited and published a history book for Inland Empire 

Utilities Agency and completed a centennial book for the Alameda County 
Water District

• Sponsored the fourth annual Anne J. Schneider Lecture series featuring  
Dan Dooley

• Co-sponsored a free drought/water project operations briefing in Fresno in 
partnership with the California Department of Water Resources

Highlights

Text:  Foundation Staff

Photos:   Foundation staff

Design:  Graphic Communications

During 2015 the Water Education 
Foundation met its goals and 
expanded its role to foster 
understanding of water resources 
and related issues through 
publications, conferences, tours, 
social media and other programs.  
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Western Water Magazine
In 2015 the Foundation’s Western Water Magazine explored some in-depth key 
topics being discussed by legislators, water purveyors, environmentalists, the 
media and the general public.

Against the backdrop of water districts and agencies touting goals to create a 
“reliable water supply,” writer Gary Pitzer looked behind the scenes to the core 
question of whether that is even possible in the January/February issue, entitled 
“Is California’s Water Supply Resilient and Sustainable?”

In the March/April issue, Gary looked at remote sensing applications in “The 
View From Above: The Promise of Remote Sensing 2015,”which explored how 
satellite information enables analysts to get a better understanding of snowpack, 
how much water a plant actually uses, groundwater levels, levee stability and more. 

“Countdown at the Salton Sea,” the main article in the May/June 2015 issue, 
looked at the dilemma of the shrinking Salton Sea, which at the southeastern edge 
of California, is slowly evaporating and becoming more saline – threatening the 
habitat for scores of fish and birds and worsening air quality as dust from the 
drying lakebed is whipped by the constant winds.

With news headlines announcing farmers and other users facing extreme water 
delivery cutbacks regardless of their water rights, Gary wrote “Allocating Water in 
a Time of Scarcity: Is it Time to Reform Water Rights?” in the July/August issue. 
This article discussed how severe drought put the state’s water rights system 
under scrutiny, raising the question of whether a complete overhaul is necessary to 
better allocate water use. 

For the September/October issue, Gary focused on how the severe drought was 
hitting the San Joaquin Valley in “Rewriting History: California’s Epic Drought.” 
His article examined the impacts of California’s epic drought, especially related to 
water supplies for San Joaquin Valley rural communities and farmland. 

Sue McClurg wrote the November/December edition, focusing on “Historic 
Drought and the Colorado River: Today and Tomorrow.” Sue discussed ways 
to close the gap between the supply and demand for water, which could exceed 
supply by 3.2 million acre-feet in 2060, depending on growth, continued water use 
and climate change. 

Other Publications
Foundation writers pooled their talents and released a free online handbook 
about the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), signed into law 
in 2014 by Gov. Jerry Brown. The handbook provided an overview of California 
groundwater and SGMA, a timeline and a list of frequently asked questions. 
Chapters explained how a Groundwater Sustainability Agency might be formed, 
outlined the broad goals of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan, SGMA fees and 
case studies. 

The handbook was developed with funding from the California Water 
Foundation.

LPG California Water update
The Layperson’s Guide to California Water, the anchor of the Water Education 
Foundation’s popular series of Layperson’s Guides, was updated in late 2015. 
This guide provides an excellent overview of the history of water development 
and use in California. It includes sections on the state, federal and Colorado 
River delivery systems; Delta issues; water rights; environmental issues; water 
quality; and options for stretching the water supply such as seawater desalination, 
groundwater banking and increased water recycling.

The Foundation has published 15 titles in the Layperson’s Guide series, which 
aims to provide a broad overview and perspective on a variety of important water 
topics. The guides, which range from 20 to 32 pages, are periodically updated to 
include the most recent information. 

Publications

Top to bottom: In 2015 the Foundation 
published the 2014 Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act: A 
Handbook to Understanding and 
Implementing the Law, a special 
publication available for free on our 
website; the popular Layperson’s Guide 
to California Water was updated late 
in the year; Western Water covered 
a host of challenging topics including 
remote sensing, achieving water supply 
sustainability and profiling the effort to 
restore the Salton Sea.
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Executive Briefing
The 32nd Annual Executive Briefing, The Value of Water: Building Momentum in 
2015, was held March 25 at the Red Lion Hotel Woodlake in Sacramento. About 
150 people attended. 

Speaker and panel presentations focused on long-term water management; 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act; water bond allocations; the 
Salton Sea and the potential future of the Delta. Speakers included DWR Director 
Mark Cowin, Principal Deputy Assistant Interior Secretary Jennifer Gimbel, Cal-
EPA Undersecretary Gordon Burns and Lester Snow, Executive Director of the 
California Water Foundation.

The annual briefing also included a “silent auction” hosted by the Water 
Leaders Association, the alumni from the Foundation’s popular Water Leaders 
Class. Proceeds from the “sale” of donated items provide financial support for 
the William R. Gianelli Water Leaders Program. Coffee service was sponsored 
by McGeorge School of Law and the hosted reception was sponsored by CV 
Strategies.

Water 101 Workshop
On Feb. 5-6 the Foundation conducted Water 101, the Basics and Beyond in West 
Sacramento. The workshop gave participants the opportunity to learn about 
California water topics and issues, and delved into water district board member 
governance. Hot topics included water demand and use, current management 
issues, the legal and institutional framework and the role of alternative water 
supplies. 

Featured speakers included Tina Cannon Leahy, Principal Consultant, 
California Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee, on understanding and 
how to work with the state Legislature and current legislative proposals, and 
Kim Delfino, California Water Commission member and California director for 
Defenders of Wildlife, on the next steps for the water bond and the increasing role 
of recycled water and other alternative supplies.

2015 Drought Workshop
A free briefing, The Challenges of the 2015 Drought: Water Project Operations, focused 
on how hydrologic conditions affect water project operations and conditions in the 
Delta, as well as actions being taken in response to balance impacts to cities, farms 
and the environment.

The briefing, held on March 19 at California State University, Fresno, was  
co-sponsored by California Department of Water Resources and the Water 
Education Foundation in cooperation with Center for Irrigation Technology at 
Fresno State. About 70 people attended the event.

Integrated Regional Water Management Conference 
The Integrated Regional Water Management 2.0: The Next Generation conference was 
held May 21-22 2015 in San Diego. This was the third time that Water Education 
Foundation and California DWR held a major IRWM conference.

Speakers included Fran Spivy-Weber, vice chair of the California State Water 
Resources Control Board; Gary Bardini, deputy director for Integrated Water 
Management, California DWR; Col. Mike Farrell, commander, Sacramento District, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Gordon Burns, undersecretary, California EPA and 
Maureen Stapleton, general manager of the San Diego County Water Authority.

A special Expo featured DWR tools designed to support IRWM efforts, 
including DWR’s conference exhibit, Draft Excerpts from Strategies for the Future 
of IRWM in California. 

The conference was co-sponsored by DWR and the Foundation in partnership 
with the Roundtable of Regions.

Briefings

Top to bottom: The Executive Briefing 
included a Delta panel, L to R, Erik Vink, 
Delta Protection Commission, Cathy 
Crothers, California DWR, John Durand, 
UC Davis, Jennifer Persike, ACWA, Sunne 
McPeak, Delta Vision Foundation, and 
Taryn Ravazzini, Delta Plan Interagency 
Implementation Committee; State Water 
Board Vice Chair Frances Spivy-Weber was 
the keynote speaker at the IRWM conference; 
Water 101’s speaker lineup included 
California Water Foundation Executive 
Director Lester Snow, shown here with 
Foundation Executive Director Jennifer 
Bowles; farmer Mark Watte discusses 
the amount of water needed to produce a 
hamburger at the Executive Briefing.
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Top to bottom: Teacher measuring a water 
leak as part of the Project WET activity 
“Money Down the Drain”; Charles Alpers 
from USGS leads teachers in a discussion 
of mercury impacts on the Project WET 
American River Field Tour for the 2015 
California Science Teachers’ Conference; 
California Project WET Coordinator 
Brian Brown leading a workshop; Project 
WET USA Coordinators during the 2015 
Annual Business Meeting and Conference 
at Quartz Mountain, Okla.

Project WET 
The Water Education Foundation is the designated Host Institution for the 
California Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) program in an agreement 
dating back to 1995. The Foundation has been aided in offering Project WET by 
grants from the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), Mid-Pacific Region and 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), California Water Science Center with added 
support from the California Department of Water Resources (DWR). This support 
has been vital to help our program offset budget cuts and priority shifts in some 
partnering water agencies, even as the interest in Project WET remains high 
among educators as a resource to engage students in the new Common Core and 
Next Generation Science standards. The Project WET Guide 2.0 has been listed as a 
recommended resource by the National Science Teachers Association.

California Project WET had a very successful 2015 thanks to the efforts of our 
network of volunteer workshop facilitators around the state. Our annual goal to 
offer a minimum of 50 Project WET workshops per year – training an average 
of 1,000 educators – were exceeded with 62 workshops conducted in 2015. The 
1,116 educators who participated stated they would use Project WET activities 
with more than 214,608 students during the 2015-2016 school year. The California 
Project WET program was represented at 20 conferences, conducted four 
introductory water education events and a well-received field course during the 
October California Science Teachers conference in Sacramento that was a rolling 
Project WET workshop and bus tour of the American River watershed. 

Project WET helps students understand the science and societal impacts of 
conserving and protecting water resources. Brian Brown, the California Project 
WET Coordinator, conducts workshops throughout California to train teachers 
and workshop facilitators. He also creates the quarterly California Project WET 
Gazette newsletter, which is featured in a digital format on the new Water 
Education Foundation website. 

Advanced Water Education Workshops 
Brian worked in collaboration with USGS California Water Science Center 
researchers and DWR to provide a number of special focus workshops for 
teachers on current water issues and research. These events included highlighting 
floodplain ecology; USGS water research at the California Water Science Center in 
San Diego; climate change with the DWR climate division; forest and watershed 
management with the Society of American Foresters and UC Cooperative 
Extension, and an advanced training for all after-school program leaders in a 
Sacramento school district in preparation for a full summer of Project WET water 
conservation activities to engage students in efforts to combat the drought.

Related Activities 
Brian continues as a member of the California Environmental Education 
Interagency Network, DWR Water Education Committee, a judge for the “Caring 
For Our Watersheds” contest through the Center for Land-Based Learning, Forestry 
Institute for Teachers Steering Committee and California Project Learning Tree 
Advisory Committee. He also continues to serve on the Project WET USA Council 
as the at-large representative for all Project WET USA Coordinators and serves 
on a number of Project WET Coordinator driven committees to support and 
strengthen Project WET nationwide. Brian has also been contracted as one of 
three Project WET coordinators in the nation to prepare detailed correlations of 
Project WET activities to the Next Generation Science Standards that will soon be 
integrated into schools throughout the country.

School Programs
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Top to bottom: Randy McFarland, 
Friant Water Authority, and Sharon 
Weaver, San Joaquin River Parkway 
and Conservation Trust, on the Central 
Valley Tour; Dan Scott took over as the 
Foundation’s tour director in April; at 
Camp Pashayan on the San Joaquin River 
Tour participants got a front row seat to 
learn about the effort to restore salmon; 
participants on the Lower Colorado River 
Tour visited a vineyard in the Coachella 
Valley. 

In 2015 the Foundation conducted eight regular tours, with new Tour Director Dan 
Scott taking the helm in April:

The Lower Colorado River Tour, March 11-13, traveled from Lake Mead to the 
Salton Sea and the Coachella Valley, and included a private tour of Hoover Dam.

The Central Valley Water Tour, April 22-24, traveled the length of the San 
Joaquin Valley starting and ending in Sacramento. 

The Bay Delta-Tour, June 24-26, traveled through the Delta to San Francisco 
as participants learned about Delta conveyance, Delta farming and the proposed 
tunnels. 

A special Drought Tour, September 1-2, co-sponsored by California DWR, 
traveled through the San Joaquin Valley to explore the impacts of California’s four-
year drought and what steps are being taken to avert disaster. 

The Groundwater Tour, September 24-25, traveled from the Sacramento region 
to Napa Valley to view sites that explore groundwater issues.

The Southern California Tour, October 8-9, traveled through Inland Southern 
California to learn about the region’s efforts in groundwater management, 
recycled water and other drought-proofing measures.

The Northern California Tour, October 21-23, helped participants learn about 
farming, fishery restoration, and the major water projects.

The San Joaquin River Restoration Tour, November 2-3, took participants to 
Friant Dam, Chowchilla Bifurcation and Mendota Pool.

Water Education Foundation tours are praised for being balanced, thorough 
and fun. Participants learn about local, state and federal issues from experts on 
all sides. Time for socializing and networking is included in the action-packed 
itineraries.

Tours 

Thank you to our 2015 Tour Sponsors 
Major sponsors 
Bureau of Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific Region 
Lower, Bureau of Reclamation’s Lower 
Colorado Region and California Department 
of Water Resources

Adventurer sponsor
ESA

Traveler sponsors
CH2M
CV Strategies
GEI 
HDR 
Turlock Irrigation District

Co-sponsors of one or more tours 
Bowles Farming Company; Coachella Valley 
Water District; Imperial Irrigation District; 
Las Vegas Valley Water District; Riverside 
County Flood Control & Water Conservation 
District; San Luis Canal Company; Southern 
Nevada Water Authority

Organizations that hosted or  
co-hosted meals, provided refreshments 
or offered other support
Bogle Vineyards; Carmichael Water District; 
CH2M; Clarksburg Community Church 
& Clarksburg fruit growers; Clif Bar & 
Company; Contra Costa Water District; 
Delta Farms; East Bay Municipal Utility 
District; Eastern Municipal Water District; 
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District; Inland 
Empire Utilities Agency; Kaweah Delta 
Water Conservation District; Kern Water 
Bank Authority; Carl Kovach; Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California; 
Newton Brothers; Northern California Water 
Association; Orange County Water District; 
Panoche Water District; Rancho California 
Water District; Regional Water Authority; 
City of Roseville; San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors Water Authority; SAWS – 
Stockton Area Water Suppliers (California 
Water Service Co., City of Stockton, County 
of San Joaquin, Stockton East Water District); 
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority; West Coast 
Grape Farming; Western Canal Water District; 
Yuba County Water Agency.
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Top to bottom: Each summer agricultural 
students from Chile visit the Foundation’s 
offices for a briefing on California water; the 
Foundation published two history books in 
2015 for Alameda County Water District 
and the Inland Empire Utilities Agency; 
Ellen Hanak of PPIC with Dan Dooley, a 
distinguished policy leader and attorney 
who was the 2015 lecturer for the Anne J. 
Schneider lecture series; members of the 
water leaders, including Lucas RossMerz, 
presented their report on “Managing 
Drought for the Economy and the 
Environment” at the December Foundation 
board meeting.  

Social Media
The Foundation continued to expand its presence on social media outlets. For 
example, staff makes multiple tweets daily on our Twitter account @WaterEdFdn 
to keep people posted on upcoming events and tours, as well as the top water 
stories from our week-day news aggregate www.Aquafornia.com. We also tweet 
and retweet breaking news throughout the day. 

The Foundation’s Facebook page is the perfect forum to publish follow-up 
photos and videos from tours and events as well as a connecting point for the 
thousands of “friends” who “like” the Foundation. LinkedIn is the Foundation’s 
professional forum, linking those in the water industry to the Foundation’s events 
and programs.

Water History 
The Foundation was involved in writing, designing and publishing history books 
for two water districts: Alameda County Water District and the Inland Empire 
Utilities Agency (IEUA).

As IEUA celebrated its 65th year in operation, Foundation Writer Susan 
Lauer researched, interviewed past and present employees and wrote 65 Years of 
Making Every Drop Count, which was distributed during the agency’s December 
celebration and was made available afterward.

The Foundation served as editors and designers for Alameda County Water 
District’s history book to help celebrate its 100th year in operation. 

Water Leaders 
Twenty-one young professionals graduated from the Foundation’s 19th Annual 
William R. Gianelli Water Leaders Class. The 2015 class’ presentation was 
“Managing Drought for the Economy and Environment.” The graduates: Ian 
Achimore, Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority; Samantha Adams, Wildermuth 
Environmental, Inc.; Anna Brathwaite, Modesto Irrigation District; Jennifer Capitolo, 
Nossaman LLP; Danielle Dolan, Local Government Commission; Anna Fedman, San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission; Katrina Harrison, US Bureau of Reclamation; 
Nashelley Sara Kaplan-Dailey, WaterNow; Jeanie Mascia, State Water Resources 
Control Board; Prosenjit Mitra, MBK Engineers; Ryan Reeves, California Department 
of Water Resources; Sara Reid, CoBank; Sarah Rhodes, RMC Water and Environment; 
Lucas RossMerz, Sacramento River Preservation Trust; Calla Schmidt, University of 
San Francisco; Heather Shannon, California Department of Water Resources; Herb 
Smart, Turlock Irrigation District; Alexis Stevens, Somach Simmons & Dunn; Wendy 
Wang, Best Best & Krieger LLP; Nancy Warfel, Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California and Steven Wiesner, Kleinfelder.

The Water Leaders Class is a one-year program that educates up-and-coming 
community leaders and water professionals about water issues and prepares them 
to take an active, cooperative approach to decision-making about water resource 
issues. 

Anne J. Schneider Lecture Series 
The fourth annual Anne J. Schneider Lecture Series was held on April 29 at the 
Crocker Museum in Sacramento. The goal of the event is to encourage professional 
and personal commitment to water law and policy, and the conservation of our 
special landscapes in memory of Attorney Anne J. Schneider’s lifelong devotion 
to these areas. Schneider, a partner at the Sacramento firm of Ellison, Schneider 
& Harris, passed away in 2010 at the age of 63, and this annual lecture series 
examining water law and policy was created in her memory.

Dan Dooley, a distinguished policy leader and attorney known for successfully 
bridging environmental and economic considerations, was the 2015 lecturer. He 
spoke on the “The Future of Agriculture in the Central Valley.” Dooley currently 
serves as Counsel at Bolen Fransen Sawyers LLP and is a Principal in New 

Other Highlights 
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Top to bottom: Members of the 2015 Water 
Leaders Class on the Bay-Delta Tour; a 
Canadian film crew interviewed Foundation 
Executive Director Jennifer Bowles for 
a piece about the California drought; the 
Foundation continued to expand its web 
presence in 2015; Jennifer Bowles and Sue 
McClurg visited Costco’s headquarters 
in May where the staff was briefed on the 
California drought and related impacts. 

Other Highlights
Current Water and Land. Ellen Hanak of the Public Policy Institute of California 
moderated a Q&A session with Dan. 

Watereducation.org Website
After a complete overhaul in the summer of 2014, our new website – 
watereducation.org – continued to draw more visitors throughout 2015. The 
revamp included merging three Foundation websites – our main website featuring 
products and publications, our Aquafornia news aggregate and our Aquapedia 
online water encyclopedia – into a user-friendly “one-stop” site. 

The Foundation’s new and improved website continued to build momentum 
throughout 2015. In total 193,827 people visited the website, and tallied 778,945 
page views. On average, visitors read 2.66 pages per session. 

More men than women visited the website – 61 versus 39 percent. Some 22.31 
percent of the visitors were ages 55-64; 19.53 percent were ages 25-34; 16.14 percent 
were ages 35-44; 14.87 percent were ages 45-54; 14.55 percent were ages 18-24, and 
12.59 percent were older than 65 years. 

The most popular web pages were: 
1 “Where Does My Water Come From?” main page • 98,506  12.65%
2 Aquafornia main page • 89,433  11.48%
3 Water Education Foundation homepage • 36,115  4.64%
4 “Where Does My Water Come From – Los Angeles?” • 15,282 1.96%
5 Aquafornia page 2 • 11,279  1.45%

Costco Presentation
Executive Director Jennifer Bowles went to Costco headquarters in Issaquah, 
Washington, near Seattle, to give an overview of California water issues. The 
presentation was part of a daylong seminar the day after Memorial Day that 
was given to Costco buyers on drought issues. Other speakers represented the 
dairy, canning, wine and bottled water industries. Costco officials were seeking 
an impartial speaker to kick off the seminar. Costco had invited the Foundation 
to participate because Jennifer and Sue had taken some of their sustainability 
executives on a three-day private tour of the Delta and San Joaquin Valley. 

Chile Student Presentation
Each summer, agricultural students from Chile visit the Foundation office as part 
of a water tour through California. Jennifer and Sue McClurg usually trade off 
giving the presentation on California Water 101 and Sue took it this time. The 
agricultural students are from Liceo Agricola El Carmen de San Fernando near 
Santiago.

Interview for Canada Film
A film crew associated with the National Film Board of Canada spent time doing 
interviews in California about the drought. They interviewed Jennifer at our 
offices because they wanted to have a better understanding of how water flows 
through the state and what lessons have been learned during the historic drought. 
The film is expected to be released in 2017.
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Colorado River Project

Top to bottom: Foundation staff at the 
Colorado River Symposium, L to R, Lisa 
Tran, Beth Stern, Jennifer Bowles and Sue 
McClurg; attendees included, L to R, Jack 
Vessey, Imperial Valley Water, Michael 
Cohen, Pacific Institute, John Carter, 
Imperial Valley Water, and Donald Brock, 
Brock Asparagus Company; Western 
Water and River Report explored 
issues related to drought, long-term 
water supplies and paying for water 
infrastructure; Deputy Interior Secretary 
Michael Connor was the keynote speaker 
at the Colorado River Symposium.

Leaders ($10,000)
California Department of Water Resources
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California

Patrons ($5,000 – $9,999)
Bureau of Reclamation
CDM Smith
CH2M Hill
MWH 
Southern Nevada Water Authority

Colorado River Project Sponsors
Friends ($1,000 – $4,999)
Central Arizona Project
Central Utah Water Conservancy District
Holland & Hart LLP
Imperial Irrigation District
Krieger & Stewart, Inc.
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard
Redwine and Sherrill
Law Offices of Robert S. Lynch
Salt River Project
San Diego County Water Authority
Somach Simmons & Dunn
Squire Patton Boggs LLP

In 2015, the Foundation’s Colorado River Project marked its 18th year. Serving 
on the Advisory Committee last year were: Michael Cohen, Pacific Institute; John 
Entsminger, Southern Nevada Water Authority; Amy Haas, New Mexico Interstate 
Stream Commission; Bob Johnson, Water Strategies; Jeff Kightlinger, Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California; James Lochhead, Denver Water; Don Ostler, 
Upper Colorado River Commission; Jennifer Pitt, National Audubon Society; Stanley 
M. Pollack, Navajo Nation Department of Justice; Maureen Stapleton, San Diego 
County Water Authority; Tanya Trujillo, Colorado River Board of California; and Gary 
Weatherford, California Public Utilities Commission.

River Report 
The Foundation’s 12-page River Report Colorado River newsletter is published 
twice a year. In the Summer issue, Writer Gary Pitzer discussed the pending release 
of the “Moving Forward” reports and the recommended actions to help close the 
supply and demand gap identified in the 2012 Colorado River Basin Water Supply 
and Demand Study. 

In the Winter issue, Gary used the recorded panel discussion about water 
transfers at the 2015 Colorado River Symposium for his article, “Private 
Investment and Public Dollars: Paying for Colorado River Water,” in which experts 
discussed the potential use of private-public funding partnerships to help fill the 
anticipated gap between water demand and supply. 

Colorado River Symposium 
In September, the Foundation held its 10th Biennial Colorado River Symposium, 
“Historic Drought 2000 to 2015: A Catalyst for Innovations,” in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. The invitation-only, Sept. 16-18 event featured a lineup of top speakers 
including Deputy Interior Secretary Mike Connor, Bureau of Reclamation 
Commissioner Estevan Lopez, and International Boundary and Water 
Commissioner Ed Drusina. 

An opening presentation by Connor on Sept. 16 was followed by a drought/
climate change panel featuring top scientists. Another panel comprised of water 
purveyors discussed innovative tools to stretch the Colorado River supply.

Day Two featured four panel discussions on key topics: implementation of 
Minute 319, innovative ways to finance water infrastructure, legal issues that 
present opportunities and obstacles in water marketing, and issues related to 
hydropower production. Day Three featured a discussion on the potential for a 
shortage determination in the Lower Basin with a closing panel that discussed 
what the future might hold for the Colorado River Basin and the 35 to 40 million 
people who rely on it for municipal and agricultural supplies. The symposium  
was recorded from start to finish, and the written proceedings will be published  
in 2016.
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Funding Sources 

65th Anniversary History Book
Inland Empire Utilities Agency, $77,000

Aquafornia.com – Water News You Need to Know 
Anonymous - $15,000

Integrated Regional Water Management Conference 
California Department of Water Resources - $60,000

Online Presence Program
Anonymous - $25,000

Colorado River Project – River Report newsletter, Colorado River Tour,  
Western Water, Colorado River Symposium
Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region, $50,000

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers)
U.S. Geological Survey – $51,997
Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region – $49,980

Water Tours and Briefings 
Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region, $45,000 
California Department of Water Resources, $10,000 

Central Valley Water Tour 
Bowles Farming Company, Inc., $5,000 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Handbook Phase II
California Water Foundation - $25,000

Floodplains Institutes Workshop Coordination
California Department of Water Resources - $12,000

Drought Awareness Projects – Drought Tour and Colorado River Symposium
California Department of Water Resources - $28,000

Major Grants Awarded in 2015
($5,000 and over)

A variety of grants from governmental agencies, private foundations and other 
organizations funded the Foundation’s special programs, publications and 
projects in 2015. The Foundation’s general activities, in turn, were supported by 
another primary source of income – contributions. 

This diversity of funding helps the Foundation fulfill its mission of providing 
balance in all written materials, school programs, tours, briefings, videos and 
documentaries. Reviewers and advisory groups help ensure technical accuracy 
but the Foundation retains editorial control over all programs and publications – 
no matter what the funding source. 

In 2015, grant funds provided 27 percent of the Foundation’s revenues, 
funding Project WET, special workshops and conferences and publications. 

Major contributions represented 36 percent of 2015 revenues and helped 
maintain core programs such as Western Water and the Water Leaders Programs. 

In 2015, the Foundation continued its “Giving Back” program for our major 
contributors in which complimentary maps, publications and attendance at 
Foundation events were awarded to contributors based on their pledge. This is 
our way of thanking our contributors – who include cities, farmers, law firms, 
engineering firms, water districts, businesses and other organizations, and private 
individuals – for their support. (See page12 for the list of major contributors.) 

Additional Foundation income is derived from attendance at briefings and 
water tours (31 percent) and the sale of our educational materials, 6 percent. In 
return for all this support, the Foundation continues to serve as the source of 
impartial information on water issues in California and the Southwest. We thank 
all the organizations and individuals for the many ways in which they support 
our work and help us fulfill our mission.

11

Water Education Foundation 2015 Annual Report



Major Contributors 

Product
Sales
6%

Tours &
Briefings

31%

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Jan. 1, 2015 - Dec. 31, 2015

Grants
27%

Contributions
36%

La Cañada Irrigation District
Long Beach, City of
Orange County Water District
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Parsons Corporation
Rowland Water District
Sacramento Regional County 

Sanitation District
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
San Luis Canal Company
Santa Rosa, City of
Sweetwater Authority
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal 

Water District
West Basin Municipal Water District
West Valley Water District
Yorba Linda Water District
Yuba County Water Agency
Zone 7 Water Agency

Foundation Pillars
($1,000-$2,499)
Albert A. Webb Associates
AMEC Geomatrix, Inc.
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
Arcadia, City of
Arvin-Edison Water Storage District

Foundation 
Supporters, Patrons 
and Stewards
($5,000 and above)
Association of California Water Agencies
Bowles Farming Company 
California Water Association
CH2M 
Coachella Valley Water District
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Eastern Municipal Water District
Golden State Water Company
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Imperial Irrigation District
Irvine Ranch Water District
Kjeldsen, Sinnock & Neudeck, Inc.
Los Angeles Department of Water and 

Power
MBK Engineers
Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California
Modesto Irrigation District
MWH Americas, Inc.
Riverside Public Utilities
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation

Sacramento, City of
San Diego County Water Authority
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
San Juan Water District
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Semitropic Water Storage District
Sonoma County Water Agency
Southern Nevada Water Authority
Turlock Irrigation District
Vallecitos Water District
West Coast Grape Farming, Inc.

Foundation Sponsors
($2,500 - $4,999)
Alameda County Water District
Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation 

Agency
Byron-Bethany Irrigation District
Contra Costa Water District
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
Helix Water District
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District
Kings River Conservation District
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard
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Chase Hurley, general manager of the San Luis Canal Company, 
discussing eastside bypass subsidence on the Central Valley Tour.



Major Contributors 

Babcock Laboratories, Inc.
Baker Manock & Jensen
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
Best Best & Krieger, LLP/Riverside
Boutonnet Farms, Inc.
Brown and Caldwell
Gwendolyn Buchholz
Buena Vista Water Storage District
Burford Farming Company, Inc.
California Central Valley Flood Control 

Association
Carmichael Water District
Carollo Engineers
Castaic Lake Water Agency
Central California Irrigation District
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
Chino Basin Water Conservation 

District
Citrus Heights Water District
Coastside County Water District
Colorado River Commission of Nevada
Donald Cotton

Downey Brand, LLP
Dublin San Ramon Sanitary District
E & J Gallo Winery
East Valley Water District
El Dorado County Water Agency
El Dorado Irrigation District
Ellison, Schneider & Harris, LLP
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Emery Water Conservancy District
Escondido, City of
Firebaugh Canal Water District
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
Frank A. Logoluso Farms, Inc.
GEI Consultants, Inc.
Griffith & Masuda
Hanford, City of
Hein Ranch Company
Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods
Kern Water Bank Authority
La Verne, City of
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

Littlerock Creek Irrigation District
Luhdorff & Scalmanini, Consulting 

Engineers
Mammoth Community Water District
Marin Municipal Water District
Mike Woolf Farming Co.
Mission Ranches Company, LLC
Mojave Water Agency
Morning Star Company
Napa, City of
Netafim USA
North Delta Water Agency
Northern California Water Association
Oakdale Irrigation District
Olivenhain Municipal Water District
Orchard Dale Water District
Otay Water District
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Palmdale Water District
Pebble Beach Community Services 

District
Purissima Hills Water District
Rancho California Water District
River Garden Farms Company
Riverside, County of
RMC Water and Environment
RTS Agri Business
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Sacramento County Water Agency
Sacramento Suburban Water District
San Bernardino Valley Water 

Conservation District
San Dieguito Water District
San Gabriel Valley Water Company
San Jose Water Company
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 

Authority
Santa Ana, City of
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
Sea Mist Farms
Somach Simmons & Dunn
South San Joaquin Irrigation District
Southern San Joaquin Municipal  

Utility District
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Deputy Interior Secretary Michael Connor, the keynote 
speaker at the Colorado River Symposium.



The Executive Briefing includes time for networking. Left to right, JaNell Cook, MWH 
Americas and Foundation board member, Sarah Rhodes, San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission, and Alyson Watson, RMC Water and Environment.

Major Contributors 

Foundation Founders
($500-$749)
Association of California Water Agencies/

JPIA
Belridge Water Storage District
Black & Veatch Corporation
Booth Ranches
Borba Farms, Inc.
Roberta Borgonovo
California Water Foundation   
Centennial Water and Sanitation District
Central Coast Water Authority
Central Valley Project Water Association
Colorado Water Institute
Cucamonga Valley Water District
Defenders of Wildlife
Delta Wetlands Properties
Desert Water Agency
Elk Grove Water District
Enercon Services, Inc.
Fallbrook Public Utilities District
Farmland Management Services
Ferguson Farms, Inc.
Fresno, City of
Fresno Irrigation District
H.M. Holloway Inc.

Hammonds Ranch, Inc
Hanson Bridgett, LLP
Hemet, City of
Hi-Desert Water District
J and J Farms
Jasmine Vineyards, Inc.
John P. Carter, A Professional 

Corporation
Jurupa Community Services District
Kern County Water Agency
Lagerlof, Senecal, Gosney & Kruse, LLP
Laguna Beach County Water District
Linder Equipment Company
Macaulay Water Resources, Inc.
Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster
Malaga County Water District
Mason, Robbins, Browning & Godwin
Meyers Farms Family Trust
Mid-Peninsula Water District
Robert Moline
Monterey Peninsula Water 

Management District
Monterey Regional Water Pollution 

Control Agency
Scott and Rochelle Morris
Mountain View Sanitary District

Stanislaus Food Products
State and Federal Contractors Water 

Agency
Stockton, City of
Stockton East Water District
Thousand Oaks, City of
Vino Farms, Inc.
Water Replenishment District of 

Southern California
West Yost Associates
Western Municipal Water District

Foundation 
Sustainers
($750-$999)
Atascadero Mutual Water Company
Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson & 

Judson, A Professional Corporation
Buttner Properties, Inc.
Corona, City of
Crestline Village Water District
Dudley Ridge Water District
Fairfield, City of
Foothill Municipal Water District
Friant Water Authority
Gnos Bros, Inc.
Los Alisos Ranch Company
Los Angeles County Water Works 

Districts
Newhall County Water District
Nickel Family, LLC
North Kern Water Storage District
Panoche Water District
Placer County Water Agency
Robert S. Lynch & Associates
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 

District
Sunnyvale, City of
Tehachapi-Cummings County Water 

District
Valley Water Company
Western Canal Water District
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In 2015 the Foundation and DWR co-sponsored a conference about Integrated Regional 
Water Management. Pictured L to R, Chris McCready, DWR, and Sue McClurg and 
Beth Stern, Foundation staff.

Major Contributors 

North Coast County Water District
Pakpour Consulting Group, Inc.
Palo Alto, City of
Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation 

District
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
Reclamation District 108
Redwine & Sherrill
Regional Water Authority
Rincon del Diablo Municipal Water 

District
Rogina Water Company
Salt River Project
San Bernardino Municipal Water District
San Joaquin River Exchange 

Contractors Water Authority
San Luis Water District
Santa Barbara, City of, Public Works 

Department
Santa Fe Irrigation District
Santa Margarita Water District
Solano County Water Agency
South Delta Water Agency
South Tahoe Public Utilities District
Stetson Engineers, Inc.
Swan Pools
Ventura, City of
Veritable Vegetable
Water Asset Management, LLC
West Stanislaus Irrigation District
Westervelt Ecological Services
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage 

District
Wildlands, Inc.
Wonderful Citrus
Woolf Farming & Processing
Yolo County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District

Foundation Builders
($250-$499)
Agricultural Council of California
Anderson-Cottonwood Irrigation 

District

Azusa, City of
Bella Vista Water District
Bill Zoslocki Construction Company, Inc.
Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
Brentwood, City of
Britz Fertilizers, Inc.
Brown Consulting Geologist
Buena Park, City of
Burlingame Engineers, Inc.
Butte County Department of Water & 

Resource Conservation
Buttonwillow Land & Cattle Company
Cabazon Water District
Calaveras Public Utility District
California American Water Company
California Domestic Water Company
California League of Food Processors
California Rice Industry Association
Cal-Sierra Pipe, Inc.
CalWest Rain, Inc.
Cawelo Water District
Cerritos, City of
Chrisman Farms
Columbia Canal Company
Colusa County Water District
Colusa Indian Community Council
Terry Comerford

Cordua Irrigation District
Covello Group, Inc.
Richard Cox
Creed & Creed International
Crocker & Crocker
CV Strategies
D.M. Camp & Sons
D’Arrigo Brothers Company
David Ford Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Davids Engineering, Inc.
Del Puerto Water District
Delta Farms
Ducks Unlimited
Dutra Group, The
East Contra Costa Irrigation District
Eldon Cotton & Associates
ENGEO Incorporated
ESA
EVOTO Company
FTN Financial
GEOSCIENCE Support Services, Inc.
Jerome Gilbert
Groundwater Resources Association of 

California
James and Coke Hallowell
In Memory of Wayne Hause
Herum Crabtree Brown
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The Foundation held its 10th Biennial invitation-only Colorado River Symposium in Santa Fe in 2015. 

Major Contributors 

Hultgren-Tillis Engineers
Hunter Industries, Inc.
J Gilbert, Inc.
Robert W. Johnson
Kautz Farms
Kern Delta Water District
Lake Hemet Municipal Water District
League of California Cities
Lee & Ro, Inc.
Lennihan Law, A Professional 

Corporation
Lincoln Avenue Water Company
Lone Tree Creek Vineyards
William and Suzanne Mills
Mojave Public Utilities District
National Water Research Institute
National Water Resources Association
Orange County Sanitation District
Orange Vale Water Company
Pacheco Water District
Pacific Communications  
Paradise Irrigation District
Park Water Company
Robert S. Pelcyger, Attorney at Law

Thomas Philp
Pierpoint Springs Water Company
Pionetics Corporation
Pittsburg, City of
Reclamation District 827
Reclamation District 830
Reclamation District 1000
Reclamation District 2068
Remy, Moose Manley, LLP
Richvale Irrigation District
Marc Robert
Honorable Ronald B. Robie
Roy Moresco, Inc.
S & J Ranch
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
San Antonio Water Company
Santa Barbara County Water Agency
Scotts Valley Water District
SCS Engineers
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Sierra Pacific Industries
Edward Smith
Lily Soley
Soquel Creek Water District

South Sutter Water District
Curtis Spencer
John and Rita Sudman
Sutter Mutual Water Company/

Reclamation District 1500
Tea Pot Dome Water District
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority
Tejon-Castac Water District
Thaddeus W. Smith and Associates
Todd Engineers
Tom Dodson and Associates
Vista Irrigation District
W. R. Everest & Associates
Water and Power Associates, Inc.
Gary and Suzanne Weatherford
Eric Wedemeyer
Weimar Water Company
Wente Vineyards
West Kern Water District
James Wise
Wonderful Orchards
Young Wooldridge, LLP
Yuma County Water Users Association
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Participants on the Bay-Delta Tour snap photos of Delta smelt at the Fish Conservation and 
Culture Lab of UC Davis.

Major Contributors 

Foundation 
Associates
($100-$249)
A & N Technical Services, Inc.
David Abbott
Aziz Akbari
Jennifer Allen
Almendra Longhorns
Altshuler Berzon, LLP
Aromas Water District
Arthur Brunwasser, Attorney At Law
Takashi Asano
Avalex
Benicia, City of
Sally Benson
Berrenda Mesa Water District
Binder & Associates Consulting, Inc.
Blackwell Land, LLC
Blankinship & Associates, Inc.
Bette Boatmun
Bollinger Consulting
Borba Farms
Brazil/LeVake Government Relations
Calcot, Ltd.
California Public Utilities Commission
Cerro Farms
Chowchilla Water District
Kenneth Coate
Colorado River Indian Tribes
Condor Earth Technologies, Inc.
Leroy Corlett
D.M. Camp & Sons
Dairy Institute of California
Dan Steiner, Consulting Engineer
David E. Carlucci, Diversified Farming
Delta Farms
DeWit Farms
Marsha Dillon
Dion Ranches
Stephen Dittmer
John Dracup
Harrison C. Dunning
Ben Ewell, Jr., Attorney at Law

Steve Fessler
Kathy Freas
Gallery & Barton, A Professional Law 

Corporation
Golden Valley Farms
Arnold Goldschlager
Brian Gray
Greenberg Foundation, The
Gualco Group Inc., The
Maurice and Mary Hall
Frederick Hansen
Robert Hemphill
Albert Herson
Laura Hidas
Hidden Valley Lake Community Services 

District
Hinman Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Justice Gregory Hobbs
Edward Horton
Hugh Bennett Ranch, Inc.
Irrometer Company, Inc.
Jack Strobel Ranch Realty
Catherine Shulte Joung
Katz and Associates

Lake County Water Resources 
Department

Lamont Financial Services Corporation
J. Gordon Lent
Lester Farms
Levee District One
Lewis H. Entz Farms
Local Agency Formation Commission 

of Riverside County
MacKay & Somps Civil Engineers, Inc.
John and Pauline McClurg
McCord Environmental
McFarlin & Anderson, LLP
Michael McPherson
Michael Brandman Associates
Michael Clinton Consulting, LLP
Minner, Stinnett, Koo & Agbayani, 

Structural and Civil Engineers
James and Karen Mizell
Mohr-Fry Ranches
Montpelier Farming Corporation
Napa Sanitation District
Neumiller & Beardslee
NewFields
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Major Contributors 

Attendees at the Anne J. Schneider Lecture included students Cameron Burford and 
Adam Borchard from McGeorge School of Law and Scott Morris, Kronick Moskovitz 
Tiedemann & Girard and vice president of the Foundation.

Noland, Hamerly, Etienne &  Hoss
North Dakota Water Education 

Foundation
North Marin Water District
Northern Colorado Water 

Conservancy District
Old West Ranch Company
Panoche Water District
Pelger Mutual Water Company
Pete Conaty & Associates
Pleasant Valley County Water District
P-R Farms, Inc.
R.L. Schafer & Associates, Inc.
Michael Rafferty
Ralph Wagner Consulting 

Engineering Inc.
Randy Record & Associates
Thomas S. and Lynn G. Read
Reclamation District 999
Peter Reich
Richard Denton & Associates
Rio Farms
RL Schafer & Associates, Inc.

Maurice and Nancy Roos
Root Creek Water District
Rossmann and Moore, LLP
Rubio Canon Land and Water Association
Rural County Representatives of 

California
Sacramento River Discovery Center
Salmon, Lewis & Weldon, P.L.C.
San Luis Obispo, County of
Jim and Emily Scheinman
Ronald A. and Laurel L. Schuler
Keith Scoular
Shasta County Water Agency
Sierra City Water Works, Inc.
Patrick Skahan
James Smith
Soluri Meserve, A Law Corporation
South Montebello Irrigation District
Souza Realty
Stenderup Ag Partners
Stevens Consulting
Jim Strandberg
Summers Engineering, Inc.

Sunview Vineyards of California, Inc.
Curtis Swanson
Sarah Swinerton
Taggart & Taggart, Ltd, Law Offices of
Thaddeus Taylor III
Thille Ranches, JK.
Twyla Thompson
RR Trussell
Tulare County Farm Bureau
Tulare Lake Drainage District
Anne Turner
Tustin, City of
Utah Water Users Association
Water Forum
Water Systems Consulting, Inc.
Daniel W. and Marion E. Waters
WaterSmart Software
Sig Wathne
Donald White
Richard L. Wood and Mary Bourguignon
Yolo County Farm Bureau
Young & Sons/Cocopah Nurseries, Inc.
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Board and Staff

Top to bottom: Foundation staff, 
back row, L to R, Patty Wong, Susan 
Lauer, Jennifer Bowles, Brad Parsons 
and Gary Pitzer; and front row, L 
to R, Lisa Tran, Beth Stern, Brian 
Brown, Sue McClurg and Dan Scott; 
board member Maurice Hall with the 
Water Funder Initiative participated 
at the Foundation’s biennial retreat; 
board member Bob Johnson, former 
commissioner of the Bureau of 
Reclamation, spoke at the Foundation’s 
Colorado River Symposium; Jennifer 
Persike from ACWA joined the Board 
in 2015 and also participated at the 
retreat; Foundation board member 
Mark Larsen, general manager of the 
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation 
District, spoke at Terminus Dam 
Spillway/Lake Kaweah on the 2015 
Central Valley Tour. 




