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Founded in 1977, the Foundation’s 
mission is to create a better 
understanding of water resources 
and foster public understanding 
and resolution of water resource 
issues through facilitation, education 
and outreach. The Foundation 
reaches a broad audience including 
policymakers and leading 
agricultural, environmental and 
urban stakeholders; journalists; and 
school children – and their families – 
in grades K-14. 

Leading the effort to provide 
impartial education is a 35-member 
volunteer Board of Directors. 

Members come from the business, agricultural, municipal, environmental, 
education and public interest communities. In October, longtime Executive 
Director Rita Schmidt Sudman announced her plans to retire in early 2014. Her 
contributions to the water world were subsequently recognized by, among others, 
the Association of California Water Agencies at its December conference. 

The work of the Foundation’s 10-member staff is supported by federal, state 
and private grants; contributions from consultants, water districts, attorneys, 
farmers, environmentalists and others interested in the dissemination of unbiased, 
thorough and easy-to-understand information about water; attendance at 
Foundation-sponsored events; and the sale of our materials. 

During 2013, the Foundation’s six issues of Western Water examined topics 
ranging from drinking water quality to the proposed Bay Delta Conservation 
Plan. Colorado River issues related to the Salton Sea Plan and water banking were 
featured in River Report. Foundation staff conducted seven water tours, held the 
30th annual Executive Briefing and made numerous presentations. 

Many special projects were undertaken in 2013 in which the Foundation: 
•	Launched Aquapedia, an online encyclopedia of water terms vetted by experts
•	Held the ninth biennial, invitation-only Colorado River Symposium
•	Graduated 21 young professionals from the William R. Gianelli Water 

Leaders Class 
•	Cosponsored a major two-day conference focused on California’s Integrated 

Resources Water Management program and the one-day Integrated Water 
Management Summit 

•	Expanded digital publications to include editions of River Report and other 
briefing publications. Also broadened the formats so viewers can read via 
Flash (computer), iOS and Android (cell phones and tablets)

•	Partnered with The Coalition to Support Near-Term Delta Projects for a  
one-day Delta tour to view sites identified by the Coalition as examples of 
near-term Delta projects 

•	Served as the California coordinator for the national Project WET (Water 
Education for Teachers) program, conducting 62 teacher workshops 
throughout the sate 

•	Coordinated the fifth annual Santa Ana River Watershed conference  
“The Power of Partnerships”

•	Presented the second annual Water 101: the Basics and Beyond, course
•	Wrote text for the California Department of Public Health’s newest portal,  

Is Our Water Safe to Drink?
•	Sponsored the second annual Anne J. Schneider Foundation Lecture Series
•	Redesigned the Foundation’s primary logo, plus designed new logos for 

Aquafornia and Aquapedia 

Highlights of 2013

Text: 	 Foundation Staff

Photos: 	 California Department 
of Water Resources and 
Foundation staff

Design: 	 Graphic Communications

The Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta, the Colorado 
River, drinking water quality, 
Integrated Regional Water 
Management and climate 
change were among the issues 
featured in the Foundation’s 
publications, conferences, tours 
and other programs in 2013. 
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Western Water Magazine
The January/February issue of Western Water featured a roundtable discussion 
with water experts from different viewpoints: Martha Davis, executive manager 
of policy development with the Inland Empire Utilities Agency; Ellen Hanak, co-
director of research and senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California; 
Stuart Leavenworth, editorial page editor of The Sacramento Bee’s and Anthony 
Saracino, who serves on the California Water Commission.

For the March/April issue, “Nitrate and the Struggle for Clean Drinking 
Water,” Writer Gary Pitzer explored drinking water challenges facing agricultural 
and rural communities. The edition included coverage of the Human Right to 
Water Act, methods people are exploring to provide better drinking water to the 
communities now faced with nitrate contamination and how to better manage 
fertilizer use and nitrate pollution. 

In the May/June issue, “Meeting the Co-equal Goals? The Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan,” Gary noted whatever direction the BDCP takes, it will 
represent a major milestone in the history of California water. 

July/August’s “Adjusting to the New Reality: Climate Change in the West,” 
looked at climate change through the lens of some of the latest scientific research 
and responses from experts regarding mitigation and adaptation.

In the September/October issue of Western Water, “Two States, One Lake: 
Keeping Lake Tahoe Blue,” Gary discussed some of the issues associated with the 
effort to preserve and restore Lake Tahoe’s clarity.

Program Director Sue McClurg wrote the November/December issue “An Era 
of New Partnerships on the Colorado River,” which examined how the various 
stakehold¬ers have begun working together to meet the planning challenges 
for the Colorado River Basin, including agree-ments with Mexico, increased use 
of conservation and water marketing, and the goal of accomplishing binational 
environmental restoration and water-sharing programs.

Layperson’s Guides 
In 2013 the Foundation published two new guides and updated four of the exiting 
titles in this well-respected series. 

The new 28-page Layperson’s Guide to California Wastewater provides background 
information on the history of wastewater treatment and how wastewater is 
collected, conveyed, treated and disposed of today.

The new 24-page Layperson’s Guide to Integrated Regional Water Management 
(IRWM) provides background information on the principles of IRWM, its funding 
history and how it differs from the traditional water management approach.

The popular Layperson’s Guide to Colorado River was expanded to 32 pages in 
2013. It covers the history of the river’s development and current issues. Also 
included are sections on Mexico and each of the seven states – Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming – that share the river.

As the state’s population continues to grow and traditional water supplies grow 
tighter, there is increased interest in reusing treated wastewater for a variety of 
activities. The updated, 24-page Layperson’s Guide to Water Recycling provides an 
overview of the history, treatment, legislation, financing, projects and challenges of 
water recycling in California. 

A technical topic made easy-to-understand: the updated, 28-page Layperson’s 
Guide to Water Rights Law, published in 2013, traces the authority for water flowing 
in a stream or reservoir, from a faucet or into an irrigation ditch through the 
complex web of California water rights.

Also updated in 2013: the Layperson’s Guide to the State Water Project, which 
provides an overview of the California-funded and constructed State Water 
Project.

Publications

Top to bottom: In 2013 Western 
Water covered a host of challenging 
topics including groundwater and 
nitrate pollution, climate change and 
Colorado River management; two new 
Laypersons Guides were published in 
2013 and four other titles in the popular 
series were updated and revised.
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Executive Briefing 
The 2013 Executive Briefing, “Changing Currents” was held March 14-15 at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento. About 150 people attended the briefing, which 
featured presentations by California Senator Fran Pavley; Phil Isenberg, chair of 
the Delta Stewardship Council; and Thomas Howard, executive director of the 
California State Water Resources Control Board. 

Panels at the briefing included current issues and future challenges in 
agriculture; desalination; Assembly Bill 685, the Human Right to Water Bill; Delta 
plans and programs; floods and storm emergencies; and stormwater.

Santa Ana River Watershed Conference
The Santa Ana River Watershed 2013 conference, “The Power of Partnerships,” 
was held April 11 at the Westin South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa. Convened 
by the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) and coordinated by 
the Foundation, the conference featured discussions about energy in water 
management and highlighted key examples of innovative partnerships among 
stakeholders – regional water districts, governmental agencies, businesses, 
communities and residents – that are models for the Santa Ana River watershed.

Major sponsors were Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency, Riverside Public Utilities, San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, 
and Western Municipal Water District.	

Water 101: The Basics and Beyond
The Foundation went back to school Feb. 14-15 with its second annual day-
and-a-half course on California water basics and water district board member 
governance at the Irvine Ranch Water District in Irvine. The course, open to 
anyone interested in learning more about the management structure of water in 
California and about the water issues, drew 100 participants. Foundation Board 
Member Byron Buck, executive director of the State and Federal Contractors Water 
Agency, teamed up with Foundation personnel to coordinate the event.

The first day offered participants an overview of California’s natural 
water environment; water demand and use; current issues; and the legal and 
institutional management framework. The second day featured a governance 
primer for water district directors. 

Speakers included Eric Garner, a partner at Best Best & Krieger and author of 
California Water, Richard Atwater, executive director of the Southern California Water 
Committee and Tom Philp, executive strategist for MWD of Southern California. 

Learning about Integrated Water
The Foundation partnered with the California Department of Water Resources 
on two major events in 2013 that highlighted the importance of regional water 
management. The April 4-5 Integrated Regional Water Management Conference 
held at the Sacramento Convention Center featured more than 50 speakers 
discussing their experiences of transforming California’s water management 
culture to advance water supply reliability, flood management and ecosystem 
objectives on a regional, watershed scale. The conference also included a 
brainstorming session in which the 175 participants were encouraged to share 
their ideas about securing stable funding to continue to develop projects and 
programs designed to serve regional water needs. 

As part of DWR’s Water 360 program, the Foundation cosponsored the April 3 
Integrated Water Management Summit at the California Museum in Sacramento. 
This half-day event featured individual presentations and panel discussions on 
strategies to advance a holistic approach to statewide investment in integrated 
water management. More than 200 participants attended the summit. Featured 
speakers included DWR Director Mark Cowin and Steve Stockton, director of civil 
works for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Briefings

Top to bottom: Department of Water 
Resources’ Kamyar Guivetchi leading 
a brainstorming session at the DWR-
Foundation sponsored Integrated Regional 
Water Management Conference; “The 
Power of Partnerships” was the theme 
for the 2013 SAWPA conference; flood 
panelists at the Executive Briefing, L to 
R, James L. Wollbrinck, San Jose Water 
Company, Arthur Hinojosa, DWR, 
Lorrie Flint, USGS, Michael Dettinger, 
USGS and Rita Schmidt Sudman, 
Water Education Foundation; attorney 
Art Kidman, Kidman Law, spoke at the 
second annual Water 101 conference; 
brainstorming on IRWM ideas at the April 
4-5 conference.
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Top to bottom: California Project WET 
Coordinator Brian Brown, far left, at the 
Project WET USA conference in Denver; 
participants in the Chico Floodplain 
Ecological Institute’s Big Chico Creek 
Ecological Reserve (BCCER) rafted down 
the Sacramento River from Red Bluff 
to Los Molinos with the Sacramento 
River Preservation Trust.; the institute 
was supported by Project WET, DWR, 
USGS California Water Science Center, 
the California Department of Education 
, California Science Project, Inland 
Northern California (CSP-INC), Office 
of Education and the Environment at Cal 
Recycle, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

In 2013 California Project WET Coordinator Brian Brown conducted teacher 
professional development workshops, attended conferences and assisted water 
districts with teacher workshops. 

Project WET 
The Water Education Foundation is the designated Host Institution for the 
California Project WET program in an agreement dating back to 1992. The 
Foundation has been aided in offering Project WET by grants from the federal 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), Mid-Pacific Region and the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS), California Water Science Center with additional support from the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR). This support has been vital in 
helping our program meet the rise in interest from teachers during this time of 
economic turmoil for schools and some local partnering agencies. 

California Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) had a very successful 
2013 thanks to the efforts of our network of volunteer workshop facilitators 
around the state. Our annual goals to offer a minimum of 50 Project WET 
workshops per year, training an average of 1,000 educators were exceeded with 62 
workshops conducted in 2013 for 1,125 educators who stated they would be use 
Project WET activities with more than 95,291 students during the 2013-2014 school 
year. 

Project WET helps students understand the science and societal impacts of 
conserving and protecting water resources. Brian Brown, the California Project 
WET Coordinator, conducts workshops throughout California to train teachers 
and workshop facilitators. He also creates the quarterly California Project WET 
Gazette newsletter emailed to more than 7,500 educators. It’s also available on the 
Foundation’s website. 

Advanced Water Education Workshops 
Brian worked in collaboration with USGS California Water Science Center 
researchers and DWR to provide a number of in-depth education experiences 
for teachers on current water issues and research. These events included the 
integration of USGS and DWR researcher presentations into teacher education 
workshops on storm water, stream monitoring and floodplain ecology. 

Related Activities 
California Project WET remains a member of the California Environmental 
Education Interagency Network and will be hosting a number of these meetings at 
the Water Education Foundation in 2014. 

Brian continues as a member of the DWR Water Education Committee, the Ag 
in the Classroom Educational Resource Committee, a judge for the ‘Caring For Our 
Watersheds’ contest through the Center for Land-Based Learning, Forestry Institute 
for Teachers Steering Committee, and Project Learning Tree & Project WILD 
Advisory Committees. He also continues to serve on the Project WET USA Council 
as the elected representative for the Colorado River states and is a member of the 
Project WET USA Instruction & Training and Project Development Committees. 

School Programs
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Top to bottom: Central Valley Tour 
participants learning about agriculture and 
salt management from Dennis Falaschi, 
Panoche Water District; resource speakers 
on the Lower Colorado River Tour included, 
L to R, Bill Hasencamp, MWD, and 
Chuck Cullom, Central Arizona Project; 
resource speakers Alicia Forsythe, Bureau of 
Reclamation, and Carl Hauge, formerly with 
DWR, on the Central Valley Tour; Tour 
Director Renée Cashmere, R, with Leon 
Woods, Water and Energy Technology, on 
the Lower Colorado River Tour; participants 
on the Lower Colorado River Tour at Brock 
Reservoir.

In 2013 the Foundation conducted six regular tours and one private tour under the 
direction of Tour Director Renée Cashmere.

The Lower Colorado River Tour, March 20-22, traveled from Hoover Dam to 
the Salton Sea and the Coachella Valley, and included a private tour of Hoover 
Dam.

The Central Valley Water Tour, April 17-19, traveled the length of the San 
Joaquin Valley – starting and ending in Bakersfield. 

The Flood Management Tour, May 16-17, focused on the Sacramento Valley. 
Stops included Folsom Dam, Plumas Lake, Tisdale Weir and the Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area.

The Bay Delta Tour, June 12-14, traveled through the Delta to San Francisco 
and participants learned about Delta conveyance, Delta farming and the fishery 
collapse. 

The Northern California Tour, October 16-18, helped participants learn about 
farming, fishery restoration, and the major water projects.

The San Joaquin River Restoration Tour, November 7-8, took participants to 
Friant Dam, Chowchilla Bifurcation and Mendota Pool. 

Tours 

Tour Sponsors
Major sponsors 
Bureau of Reclamation’s Lower Colorado 

Region and Mid-Pacific Region
California Department of Water Resources

Trailblazer sponsor
HDR

Traveler sponsors
ATKINS
CH2M HILL
Brown and Caldwell
ESA 
GEI Consultants
Jacobs

Cosponsors of one or more tours 
Bowles Farming Company, Inc., in honor of 
Mr. John H. “Jack” Threlkeld; Coachella Valley 
Water District; Downey Brand Attorneys 
LLP; Imperial Irrigation District; Kjeldsen, 
Sinnock & Neudeck, Inc.; MBK Engineers; 
Parsons Brinckerhoff; Southern Nevada Water 
Authority; West Yost Associates; RD 108; RD 
1000; RD 1500; SAFCA; and City of Yuba.

Organizations that hosted or  
co-hosted meals, provided refreshments 
or offered other support
Clarksburg Community Church; Contra 
Costa Water District; East Valley Water 
District; Friant Water Authority; Glenn-
Colusa Irrigation District; Kaweah Delta 
Water Conservation District; Kern County 
Water Agency; Kern Water Bank Authority; 
Kip Sturgeon, Director, East Valley Water 
District; Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California; Northern California 
Water Association; Panoche Water District; 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors 
Water Authority; San Luis Canal Company; 
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority; 
Semitropic Water Storage District; SAWS 
– Stockton Area Water Suppliers: City of 
Stockton, Stockton East Water District, 
County of San Joaquin, California Water 
Service; Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority; 
West Coast Grape Farming; Western Canal 
Water District; Westlands Water District; 
and Yuba County Water Agency.

Additional Tours
On Sept. 25 the Foundation partnered to do a One Day Tour of the Delta with 
the Coalition to Support Delta Projects. Projects visited were those placed on a list 
after they were agreed upon by the various Coalition members. The tour was open 
for registration to only Coalition members the first few weeks of registration, then 
was marketed to the public. It was sold out in one month and had a waiting list of 
32 people.  
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Top to bottom: Members of the 2013 Water 
Leaders Class on the San Francisco Bay 
Ferry on the Bay-Delta Tour; the Foundation 
launched a new online water encyclopedia, 
Aquapedia, in 2013; graduates of the 2013 
Water Leaders Class included Ashley 
Orsaba-Finders, center, shown here with 
Foundation Executive Director Rita Schmidt 
Sudman and Foundation Board Member 
Michael Savage, Brown and Caldwell.

Water Leaders 
Twenty-one young professionals graduated from the Foundation’s 17th Annual 
William R. Gianelli Water Leaders Class. The 2013 class’ presentation was 
“Stormwater: A Challenging Resource,” with recommendations for an Integrated 
Regional Management Approach.

The graduates: Jarvis Caldwell, Aquatic Science Manager, Hydropower Services, 
HDR Engineering, Inc.; Shaun Horne, Watershed & Flood Control Resource Specialist; 
Napa County Flood Control District; Holly Jorgensen, Acting Executive Director, 
Sacramento River Watershed Program; Amy Kwong, Senior Engineer, West Yost 
Associates; Dustin La Vallee, Associate Civil Engineer, Sacramento Municipal Utility 
District; Sandra Lynch, Water Quality and Environmental Compliance Specialist, 
California American Water; Shane McCoin, Associate Attorney, Ellison, Schneider 
& Harris; Linda-Esteli Mendez, Research Analyst, Environmental Defense Fund; 
Brandon Minto, Deputy District Director, Congressman John Garamendi (CA-10); 
David Mooney, Program Engineer, Bureau of Reclamation; Derek Nguyen, Water 
Quality Engineer, Yorba Linda Water District; Ashley Orsaba-Finders, Civil Engineer, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff; Audrey Patterson, Associate Attorney, O’Laughlin & Paris LLP; 
Caitrin Phillips, Policy Associate, Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC); Howard 
Quan, Legislative Consultant, Office of Assemblymember Paul Fong; Laura Rocha, 
Managing Associate, Environmental Science Associates; Brinda Sarathy, Pitzer College; 
Andrew Schwarz, Engineer, California Department of Water Resources; Jessi Snyder, 
Senior Community Development Specialist, Self-Help Enterprises; Eric Tsai, Senior 
Water Resources Engineer; MWH; and Kristin White, Modeler, Bureau of Reclamation.

The Water Leaders Class is a one-year program that educates up-and-coming 
community leaders and water professionals about water issues and prepares them 
to take an active, cooperative approach to decision-making about water resource 
issues. The 2013 Class studied and prepared a presentation on stormwater 
management. 

An annual silent auction held at the Foundation’s 2013 Executive Briefing 
generated $10,200 for the class.

Aquapedia – Water A to Z
In June, the Foundation launched a new website Aquapedia.com, an interactive 
online water encyclopedia that provides easy-to-understand factual information 
on water issues, facts and basic terminology. Aquapedia features more than 200 
searchable topic pages, 30 biographies of historical water leaders, a glossary of 
water terms, directories of water agencies and organizations, maps and multi-
media components.

Aquapedia features balanced, unbiased reference articles that explain specific 
terms, topics and issues. Each entry is supplemented with photos, videos, 
interactive maps and other online tools to understand California’s complex water 
issues. All terms and definitions in Aquapedia are from Foundation publications 
and other vetted resources. 

The target audience is broad – teachers, students, journalists, water 
professionals, policymakers and the general public. 

In the first month that Aquapedia was up and running there were more than 
3,000 visits to the site. The site continues to average about 1,000 visitors per month. 
By year’s end, visitors had viewed 28,500 pages, viewing, on average, 4.5 pages 
per visit. The majority of visits are from the United States, but Iran and India are 
the second and third countries, respectively, that access the site the most.

Aquapedia also is linked to the Foundation’s news blog Aquafornia so readers 
are able to search for breaking news on these same water topics. 

Other Highlights 
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Top to bottom: Participants at the Second 
Annual Anne J. Schneider Lecture Series 
included, L to R, Robert Donlan, Ellison, 
Schneider & Harris, Elizabeth Betancourt, 
Forsgren, and Alan Driscoll, Forsgren; new 
logos were created in 2013 for the Water 
Education Foundation and its sister sites 
Aquafornia.com and Aquapedia.com by 
Crocker & Crocker; L to R: Professor Joseph 
Sax, distinguished member of the faculty 
of UC Berkeley Law School and former 
counselor to the Secretary of the Interior, 
delivered the 2013 Anne J. Schneider  lecture, 
with the post-lecture discussion facilitated by 
Richard Roos-Collins, Water and Power Law 
Group.

Other Highlights

New Logos
With the launch of Aquapedia, the Foundation took steps to brand its identity with 
three new logos. Building on the new look for the Foundation’s primary logos the 
flowing “W” formed by white water waves was incorporated into a globe-like 
logo for the new Aquapedia site. The logo for the Foundation’s water news blog 
Aquafornia was redesigned to complement the other two logos. Aquafornia also 
gained a new tagline with the new logo: “Water News You Need to Know.” The 
Internet news aggregate continued its strong following in 2013 with the launch of 
a daily email “top of the scroll” to its followers in addition to the weekend wrap 
up emailed out each Monday morning. 

Anne J. Schneider Lecture Series
The second annual Anne J. Schneider Lecture Series was held on April 30 at the 
Crocker Museum in Sacramento. The goal of the event is to encourage professional 
and personal commitment to water law and policy and the conservation of our 
special landscapes in memory of Attorney Anne J. Schneider’s lifelong devotion to 
these areas. Schneider, a partner at the firm of Ellison, Schneider & Harris and one 
of California’s foremost water law attorneys, passed away in 2010 at the age of 63.

Professor Joseph Sax, member of the faculty of UC Berkeley Law School and 
former counselor to the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, delivered the 2013 lecture, 
“Learning From Failure:  California’s 30-Years War in the Delta.” The Water 
Education Foundation is the fiscal sponsor for the Anne J. Schneider Foundation. 
The steering committee consists of Art Baggett, Rob Donlan, David Guy, Christy 
Holloway, Jeff Kightlinger, Robert Maddow, Kevin O’Brien, Richard Roos-Collins, 
Joseph Scalmanini, Rita Schmidt Sudman and Helen Thomson. 

Drinking Water Portal 
Writer Susan Lauer wrote the copy text for the California Department of Public 
Health’s new drinking water portal, expected to launch in 2014. The portal 
provides answers to frequently asked questions about California drinking water 
with the text correlated to address issues related the safety of the state’s drinking 
water, the source of that water, the water treatment process and the rules and 
regulations that help to ensure public safety. It also provides links to state and 
federal agencies that can provide more information about these topics, as well as 
statewide water interest groups that have more details about individual water 
providers. 

Digital Publications
The Foundation continued to expand its catalog of digital publications in 2013. All 
of the Western Water and River Report issues were published as printed and digital 
YuDu publications. In addition, an abridged version of the Layperson’s Guide to 
Integrated Regional Water Management was developed and made available as a free 
digital publication on the Foundation website. The digital editions feature links to 
organizations and documents discussed in the publications, and include videos, 
audio interviews, interactive maps and additional material.
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Colorado River Project

Top to bottom: Speakers at the Colorado 
River Symposium included, L to R, 
IBWC Commissioner (Mexico) Roberto 
Salmon, IBWC Commissioner (U.S.) 
Edward Drusina and Reclamation 
Commissioner Michael Connor; Assistant 
Interior Secretary Anne Castle with San 
Diego CWA General Manager Maureen 
Stapleton; River Report examined 
issues related to the Salton Sea and water 
banking; Foundation Program Director 
Sue McClurg, center, with Symposium 
speakers Michael Cohen, Pacific Institute, 
and Osvel Hinojosa, Pronatura Noroeste.

Leaders ($10,000)
California Department of Water Resources
CH2M Hill
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California

Patrons ($5,000 – $9,999)
Bureau of Reclamation
HDR Engineering, Inc.
MWH
Southern Nevada Water Authority

Friends ($1,000 – $4,999)
Brown and Caldwell

Colorado River Project Sponsors
Cardno ENTRIX
Central Arizona Project
Central Utah Water Conservancy District
Coachella Valley Water District
Holland & Hart, LLP
Imperial Irrigation District
Jacobs
Krieger & Stewart, Inc.
Redwine and Sherrill
Law Offices of Robert S. Lynch
Salt River Project
San Diego County Water Authority
Somach, Simmons & Dunn
Squire Sanders
Trout, Raley, Montaño, Witwer & Freeman

In 2013, the Foundation’s Colorado River Project marked its 16th year. Serving on 
the Advisory Committee in 2013 were: Michael Cohen, Pacific Institute; Gordon 
“Jeff” Fassett, HDR Engineering, Inc.; Bob Johnson, Water Strategies; Jeff Kightlinger, 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; James Lochhead, Denver Water; 
Estevan Lopez, New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission; David Modeer, Central 
Arizona Project; Patricia Mulroy, Southern Nevada Water Authority; Don Ostler, 
Upper Colorado River Commission; Jennifer Pitt, Environmental Defense Fund; Stanley 
M. Pollack, Navajo Nation Department of Justice; Maureen Stapleton, San Diego 
County Water Authority; Tanya Trujillo, Colorado River Board of California; and Gary 
Weatherford, California Public Utilities Commission.

River Report 
The Foundation’s 12-page River Report Colorado River newsletter is published 
twice a year. In the Summer issue, Writer Gary Pitzer discussed the dilemma of 
solving the rising salinity issues at the Salton Sea.

In the Winter issue, Gary used the recorded panel discussion about water 
transfers at the 2013 Colorado River Symposium for his article, “Water Banking, 
Transfers and the Future of the Colorado River Basin,” in which experts discussed 
the potential use of transfers and banking to help stretch supplies among users – 
especially in the Upper Colorado River Basin. 

Colorado River Symposium 
In September, the Foundation held its ninth biennial Colorado River Symposium, 
“An Era of New Partnerships on the Colorado River,” at The Bishop’s Lodge in 
Santa Fe. The invitation-only event featured a lineup of top speakers including 
Assistant Interior Secretary Anne Castle, Reclamation Commissioner Mike Connor 
and former Reclamation Commissioner Bob Johnson. 

Day One opened the Symposium with panel presentations on two big-picture 
issues: implementation of the Colorado River Basin Study and a discussion from 
the 30,000 feet view about the significance of the Minute 319 U.S.-Mexico Colorado 
River agreement. 

Day Two featured four panel discussions on key topics: an in-depth look at how 
to implement the Minute 319 as well as an update on the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement, the value of recreation in the Colorado River Basin and water banking 
and transfers. Day Three featured a discussion on lessons learned from the ongoing 
drought and how they might fit with the projected impacts of climate change with 
a closing panel that discussed what legal, institutional and political changes are 
needed to encourage the continued effort to reach agreement on key issues related 
to water supply and demand and environmental values. The symposium was 
recorded from start to finish, and the written proceedings will be published in 2014.
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Funding Sources 

Aquafornia.com – Water News You Need to Know 
Anonymous, $25,000 

Colorado River Project – River Report newsletter, Colorado 
River Tour, Colorado River Symposium Proceedings 
Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region, $50,000 

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) 
U.S. Geological Survey, $51,997 
Bureau of Reclamation, $49,980
California Department of Water Resource, $35,000

Water Tours and Briefings 
Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region, $45,000 
California Department of Water Resources, $10,000 

Central Valley Water Tour 
Bowles Farming Company, Inc., $5,000 

Sacramento San Joaquin Delta Conservancy
Safe Harbor Agreement Briefing Paper, $19,597
Safe Harbor/Good Neighbor Policy Workshops, $18,000

Major Grants Awarded in 2013
($5,000 and over)

A variety of grants from governmental agencies, private foundations and other 
organizations funded the Foundation’s special programs, publications and projects 
in 2013. The Foundation’s general activities, in turn, were supported by another 
primary source of income – contributions. 

This diversity of funding helps the Foundation fulfill its mission of providing 
balance in all written materials, school programs, tours, briefings, videos and 
documentaries. Reviewers and advisory groups help ensure technical accuracy but 
the Foundation retains editorial control over all programs and publications – no 
matter what the funding source. 

In 2013, grant funds provided 22 percent of the Foundation’s revenues, funding 
Project WET, special workshops and conferences and new publications. 

Major contributions represented 33 percent of 2013 revenues and helped 
maintain core programs such as Western Water and Layperson Guide updates. 
In 2013, the Foundation continued its “Giving Back” program for our major 
contributors in which complimentary maps, publications and attendance at 
Foundation events were awarded to contributors based on their pledge. This is 
our way of thanking our contributors – who include cities, farmers, law firms, 
engineering firms, water districts, businesses and other organizations, and private 
individuals – for their support. (See page 12 for the list of major contributors.) 

Additional Foundation income is derived from attendance at briefings and 
water tours, 32 percent and the sale of our educational materials, 6 percent. In 
return for all this support, the Foundation continues to serve as the source of 
impartial information on water issues in California and the West. We thank all the 
organizations and individuals for the many ways in which they support our work 
and help us fulfill our mission. 
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Major Contributors 

Product
Sales
6%

Tours &
Briefings

32%

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Jan. 1, 2013 - Dec. 31, 2013

Grants
22%

Contributions
33%

Interest
7%

The Foundation held its ninth biennial invitation-only Colorado River Symposium in 2013.

Nossaman, LLP
Orange County Water District
Otay Water District
Parsons Brinckerhoff
PG&E
Purissima Hills Water District
River Garden Farms Company
Riverside Public Utilities
Rowland Water District
Sacramento, City of
Sacramento Regional County 

Sanitation District
San Gabriel County Water District
Santa Rosa, City of
Sonoma County Water Agency
Stanislaus Food Products
Sweetwater Authority
United Water Conservation District
Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal 

Water District
Vallecitos Water District
West Basin Municipal Water District
West Valley Water District
Westlands Water District

Foundation Pillars
($1,000-$2,499)
AECOM
Alameda County Water District
Albert A. Webb Associates
AMEC Geomatrix, Inc.

Foundation 
Supporters, Patrons 
and Stewards
($5,000 and above)
Association of California Water 

Agencies
Bowles Farming Company
CH2M Hill
Coachella Valley Water District
Ranae DeSantis
East Bay Municipal Utility District
Eastern Municipal Water District
Golden State Water Company
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Imperial Irrigation District
Irvine Ranch Water District
Los Angeles Department of Water and 

Power
MBK Engineers
Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California
Modesto Irrigation District
MWH Americas, Inc.
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
San Diego County Water Authority
San Francisco Public Utilities 

Commission

San Juan Water District
Santa Clara Valley Water District
Semitropic Water Storage District
Southern Nevada Water Authority
Turlock Irrigation District

Foundation Sponsors
($2,500 - $4,999)
Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
ARCADIS/Malcolm Pirnie
Atkins
Bureau of Reclamation
Byron-Bethany Irrigation District
California Water Association
Cardno ENTRIX
Contra Costa Water District
Crescenta Valley Water District
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
Helix Water District
Jacobs
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District
Kings River Conservation District
Kjeldsen, Sinnock & Neudeck, Inc.
Krieger & Stewart, Inc.
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard
La Cańada Irrigation District
Long Beach, City of
Morning Star Company
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Major Contributors 

L to R: R.J. Kelly, Castaic Lake Water Agency, and Hal Estabrook and Robert Noonan 
from Orchard Dale Water District at the 2013 Executive Briefing.

Arvin-Edison Water Storage District
Baker Mannock & Jensen
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation 

Agency
Brown and Caldwell
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
Buena Vista Water Storage District
Burford Farming Company, Inc.
California Central Valley Flood Control 

Association
Carmichael Water District
Carollo Engineers
Castaic Lake Water Agency
Central California Irrigation District
Chino Basin Water Conservation 

District
Citrus Heights Water District
Coastside County Water District
Donald Cotton
Del Paso Manor Water District
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District
Downey Brand, LLP
Dublin San Ramon Sanitary District

E and J Gallo Winery
East Valley Water District
El Dorado County Water Agency
El Dorado Irrigation District
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Escondido, City of
GEI Consultants, Inc.
James C. Hanson, Consulting Civil 

Engineer
Hayward, City of
Hein Ranch Company
Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Keefe, Bruyetle & Woods
Kern Water Bank Authority
Kings River Water Association
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
Luhdorff and Scalmanini
Mammoth Community Water District
Marin Municipal Water District
Mission Ranches Company, LLC
Mojave Water Agency
Napa, City of
North Delta Water Agency
Northern California Water Association

Oakdale Irrigation District
Old West Ranch Company
Olivenhain Municipal Water District
Orchard Dale Water District
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Palmdale Water District
Parsons Corporation
Pebble Beach Community Services 

District
Rain for Rent
Rancho California Water District
Riverside, County of
RMC Water & Environment
RTS Agri Business
Sacramento Area Flood Control 

Agency
Sacramento County Water Agency
Sacramento Suburban Water District
San Dieguito Water District
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
San Jose Water Company
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 

Authority
San Luis Canal Company
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
Santa Monica, City of
Sea Mist Farms
Somach Simmons & Dunn
South San Joaquin Irrigation District
Southern San Joaquin Municipal Utility 

District
State and Federal Contractors Water 

Agency
Stockton East Water District
Sarah Swinerton
Thousand Oaks, City of
Three Valleys Municipal Water District
Vino Farms, Inc.
Water Replenishment District of 

Southern California
West Yost & Associates
Yolo County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District
Yuba County Water Agency
Zone 7
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Guests at the Anne J. Schneider Lecture included, L to R, Art Baggett, AG Baggett and PJ 
Weber, Martha Davis, Inland Empire Utilities Agency and Mark Drew, California Trout. 

Major Contributors 

Delta Wetlands Properties
Desert Water Agency
Duane Morris, LLP
Dunnigan Water District
Harrison C. Dunning
Elk Grove Water District
Fairfield, City of
Friant Water Authority
Gnos Bros, Inc.
Golden Valley Farms
Hammonds Ranch
Hemet, City of
Henderson, City of
Herum Crabtree Brown
Hi-Desert Water District
Jasmine Vineyards, Inc.
John P. Carter, A Professional Corporation
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, Inc.
Klamath Water Users Association
Lagerlof, Senecal, Gusney and Kruse, LLP
Linder Equipment Company
Lodi, City of
Logoluso Farms
Los Alisos Ranch Company
Macaulay Water Resources, Inc.
Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster
Meyers Farms Family Trust
Mid-Peninsula Water District

Mike Woolf Farming Co.
Robert Moline
Monterey Regional Water Pollution 

Control Agency
Scott and Rochelle Morris
Mountain View Sanitary District
Municipal Water District of Orange 

County
Newhall County Water District
Nickel Family, LLC
Pakpour Consulting Group, Inc.
Palo Alto, City of
Park Water Company
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
Timothy and Vivien Quinn
Reclamation District 108
Redwood City, City of
Regional Water Authority
Robert S. Lynch & Associates
Royal Packing Company
San Benito County Water District
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 

District
San Joaquin River Exchange 

Contractors Water Authority
San Luis Water District
Santa Fe Irrigation District
Santa Margarita Water District

Foundation 
Sustainers
($750-$999)
Arcadia, City of
Camarillo, City of
Central Contra Costa Sanitary District
Dudley Ridge Water District
Ellison, Schneider & Harris, LLP
Firebaugh Canal Water District
Foothill Municipal Water District
Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
GEI Consultants, Inc.
Hanford, City of
Littlerock Creek Irrigation District
Los Angeles County Water Works 

Districts
North Coast County Water District
North Kern Water Storage District
Placer County Water Agency
San Gabriel Valley Water Company
Santa Ana, City of
Santa Cruz, City of
Gary and Suzanne Weatherford
Western Municipal Water District

Foundation 
Founders
($500-$749)
Association of California Water 

Agencies/JPIA
Atascadero Mutual Water Company
Belridge Water Storage District
Bob Jones Ranch
Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson, 

Judson, A Professional Corporation
Booth Ranches
Borba Farms, Inc.
Boutonnet Farms
Buttner Properties, Inc.
California Urban Water Conservation 

Council
Central Coast Water Authority
Colorado River Commission of Nevada
Corona, City of
Crestline Village Water District
Cucamonga Valley Water District
Daly City, City of 

14

Water Education Foundation 2013 Annual Report



Reclamation Commissioner Michael Connor, Foundation Executive Director Rita Schmidt 
Sudman and Bob Johnson, HDR, and former commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation, at the 
Colorado River Symposium.

Major Contributors 

Saracino and Mount, LLC
Scotts Valley Water District
South Tahoe Public Utilities District
SPEC Services, Inc.
Stetson Engineers, Inc./San Rafael
Sunnyvale, City of
Tehachapi-Cummings County Water 

District
Edward and Marian Tiedemann
Todd Engineers
Tranquility Irrigation District
Valley Water Company
Wagner & Bonsignore Consulting Civil 

Engineers
West Stanislaus Irrigation District
Western Canal Water District
Westervelt Ecological Services
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage 

District
Wildlands, Inc.

Foundation Builders
($250-$499)
American Canyon, City of
Gloria Anderson
Anderson-Cottonwood Irrigation 

District
Arizona Municipal Power Users 

Association
Bella Vista Water District
Best Best & Krieger, LLP/Riverside
Big Bear Municipal Water District
Brentwood, City of
Britz Fertilizers, Inc.
Brown Consulting Geologist
Gwendolyn Buchholz
Bucknam and Associates, Inc.
Buena Park, City of
Burlingame Engineers, Inc.
Butte County Department of Water & 

Resource Conservation
Buttonwillow Land and Cattle 

Company
Calaveras Public Utility District
Calcot, Ltd.
California Domestic Water Company
California Rice Industry Association
CalWest Rain, Inc.
Cawelo Water District

Centennial Water and Sanitation District
Central Valley Project Water Association
CF Promotions
Chrisman Farms
CivilTec Engineering, Inc.
Colorado Water Institute
Columbia Canal Company
Colusa County Water District
Colusa Indian Community Council
Terry Comerford
Contra Costa County Public Works
Cordua Irrigation District
Richard Cox
Creed & Creed International
Cupertino Sanitary District
CV Strategies
D’Arrigo Brothers Company
David Ford Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Davids Engineering, Inc.
Defenders of Wildlife
Del Oro Water Company
Del Puerto Water District
Denver Water Department
Dion Ranches
Ducks Unlimited
Dutra Construction Company, Inc.
East Contra Costa Irrigation District
Emery Water Conservancy District

Environment NOW
EVOTO Company
Exeter Irrigation District
Fallbrook Public Utilities District
Farmland Management Services
Feather Water District
Ferguson Farms, Inc.
Kathy Freas
GEOSCIENCE Support Services, Inc.
Jerome Gilbert
Grand Junction, City of
Gresham Savage Nolan & Tilden, APC
Groundwater Resources Association of 

California
Gualco Group Inc., The
James and Coke Hallowell
Hanson Bridgett, LLP
Hinman Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Hopkins Groundwater Consultants, Inc.
Hultgren-Tillis Engineers
Hunter Industries, Inc.
Idyllwild Water District
Indio Water Authority
J Gilbert, Inc.
Robert W. Johnson
Jurupa Community Services District
Kauluwai Orchards
Kern Delta Water District
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Jan. 1, 2013 - Dec. 31, 2013
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22%

Contributions
33%

Interest
7%

L to R, Judge Ron Robie and Felicia Marcus, State Water Resources Control Board, at the 
Anne J. Schneider Lecture.

Major Contributors 

Laguna Beach County Water District
Lake Hemet Municipal Water District
Larry Walker Associates
Layne Christensen Company
Lee & Ro, Inc.
Lennihan Law, A Professional 

Corporation
Lincoln Avenue Water Company
Logoluso Farms
Lone Tree Creek Vineyards
M. Caratan, Inc.
Malaga County Water District
William and Suzanne Mills
Moffatt & Nichol
Mojave Public Utilities District
Monterey Ag Resources
Monterey Peninsula Water 

Management District
National Water Research Institute
National Water Resources Association
North Tahoe Public Utilities District
Orange Vale Water Company
PacificComm
Pacheco Water District
Panoche Water District
Paradise Irrigation District
Paramount Citrus
H.L. Peterson
Pierpoint Springs Water Company
PIONETICS
Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation 

District

PSB Integrated Marketing
Thomas S. and Lynn G. Read
Reclamation District 827
Reclamation District 2060
Reclamation District 2068
Remy, Moose Manley, LLP
Richvale Irrigation District
Honorable Ronald B. Robie
Rogina Water Company
Roscoe Moss Company
S & J Ranch
Sacramento Municipal Utility District
Sacramento River Preservation Trust
Salt River Project
San Antonio Water Company
San Joaquin County Public Works
Santa Barbara, City of, Public Works 

Department
SCS Engineers
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Edward Smith
Solano County Water Agency
Lily Soley
Soquel Creek Water District
South Delta Water Agency
South Sutter Water District
Curtis Spencer
Stetson Engineers, Inc./San Rafael

STIFEL
John and Rita Sudman
Tea Pot Dome Water District
Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority
Tejon-Castac Water District
Terra Bella Irrigation District
Anne Turner
Variable Annuity Life Insurance 

Company
Ventura, City of
Vista Irrigation District
Walton Family Foundation
Water and Power Associates, Inc.
Weimar Water Company
Wente Vineyards
West Kern Water District
Yuma County Water Users Association

Foundation 
Associates
($100-$249)
A & N Technical Services, Inc.
David Abbott
Agricultural Council of California
Aguabono
Almendra Longhorns
Altshuler Berzon, LLP
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L to R: Water Leader Amy Kwong, West Yost Associates, and Bill Cope, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, at the 2013 Executive Briefing.

Major Contributors 

Michael and Laurie Armstrong
Aromas Water District
Arthur Brunwasser, Attorney At Law
Avalex
Azusa, City of
B.K.W. Farms Inc.
Benicia, City of
Sally Benson
Berrenda Mesa Water District
Binder & Associates Consulting, Inc.
Blackwell Land, LLC
Blankinship & Associates, Inc.
Bette Boatmun
Bollinger Consulting
Bowie, Arneson, Wiles and Giannone
Brazil/Levake
Ryan Broddrick
Ginny Cahill
California Public Utilities Commission
California Water Service Company
Cerro Farms
Chowchilla Water District
Christy Chung
Colorado River Indian Tribes
Condor Earth Technologies, Inc.
Leroy Corlett
Covello Group, Inc.
Crocker & Crocker 
Victoria Cross
Curalium Consulting
D.M. Camp & Sons
Dahl Consultants
Dan Steiner, Consulting Engineer
David E. Carlucci, Diversified Farming
Delta Farms
Susan Determann
Stephen Dittmer
Eldon Cotton & Associates
Margaret Ferguson
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control 

District
Gallery & Barton, A Professional Law 

Corporation
Meg Giberson
Marlon Ginney
Greenberg Foundation, The
GSS & Associates
Sally Gutierrez

Maurice and Mary Hall
Priscilla Hanford
Frederick Hansen
Hargis & Associates, Inc.
Harlan & Dumars, Inc.
Harris Farms, Inc.
Albert Herson
Justice Gregory Hobbs
Edward Horton
Nancy Horton
Hugh Bennett Ranch, Inc.
Irrometer Company, Inc.
J and J Farms
James Jenks
Katz and Associates
Kautz Farms
Carl Kovach
Lake County Water Resources Department
Lakeside Irrigation Water District
Lamont Financial Services Corporation
J. Gordon Lent
Lester Farms
Levee District One
Lewis H. Entz Farms
Local Agency Formation Commission of 

Riverside County
Loveland, City of

Lyles Construction Group
MacKay and Somps – Civil Engineers
Magco
Camille Majors
John and Pauline McClurg
McCord Environmental
McFarlin & Anderson, LLP
Michael Clinton Consulting, LLP
Michael McPherson
Minner, Stinnett, Koo and Agbayani, 

Structural and Civil Engineers
James and Karen Mizell
Mohr-Fry Ranches
Montpelier Farming Corporation
Napa Sanitation District
Steven Nation
Neumiller & Beardslee
Noland, Hamerly, Etienne & Hoss
North Dakota Water Education 

Foundation
North Marin Water District
Northern Colorado Water Conservancy 

District
Orange County Sanitation District
Pelger Mutual Water Company
Pete Conaty & Associates
Pittsburg, City of
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Listening to the echo inside Shasta Dam on the Northern California Tour.

Pleasant Valley County Water District
P-R Farms, Inc.
R&M Ranch
R.L. Schafer & Associates Inc.
Michael Rafferty
Rainbow Municipal Water District
Ralph Wagner Consulting Engineer, 

Inc.
Randy Record & Associates
Reclamation District 999
Reclamation District 1000
Rural County Representatives of 

California
Richard Denton & Associates
Richter Ranch
Rio Farms
RL Schafer & Associates, Inc.
Root Creek Water District
Rossmann and Moore, LLP
Roy Moresco, Inc.
Rubio Canon Land and Water 

Association
M. Lea Rudee
Larry Ruhstaller
Sacramento River Discovery Center

San Diego, City of
San Diego County Farm Bureau
San Joaquin Valley Leadership Forum
San Luis Obispo, County of
Santa Maria, City of
Ronald A. and Laurel L. Schuler
Keith Scoular
Shasta County Water Agency
Tina Shields
Sierra City Water Works, Inc.
James Smith
Snook and Company
So & Associates
South Delta Water Agency
South Montebello Irrigation District
Souza Realty
Stenderup Ag Partners
Stevens Consulting
Jim Strandberg
Stuhlmuller Vineyards
John Sullivan
Summers Engineering, Inc.
Sunview Vineyards of California, Inc.
Sutter Mutual Water Company/

Reclamation District 1500

Sarah Swinerton
Taggart & Taggart, Ltd, Law Offices of
Thaddeus W. Smith and Associates
Thille Ranches, JK.
Jack Thomson
RR Trussell
Tulare County Farm Bureau
Tulare Lake Drainage District
Tustin, City of
Utah Water Users Association
Vandenberg Village Community 

Services District
Henry Vaux
Peter Vorster
Water Asset Management, LLC
Water Forum
Daniel W. and Marion E. Waters
Sig Wathne
Eric Wedemeyer
Wegis & Young
Donald White
James Wise
Richard L. Wood and Mary 

Bourguignon
Yolo County Farm Bureau
Young & Sons/Cocopah Nurseries, Inc.
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Board and Staff

Top to bottom: Executive Director 
Rita Schmidt Sudman Sudman was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award by ACWA Executive Director 
Tim Quinn; Cynthia Koehler, 
WaterNow, and Bob Johnson, HDR, 
at the 2013 board and staff retreat; 
Celeste Cantu, Santa Ana Watershed 
Project Authority, Ane Deister, 
Parsons Corporation, and Mary 
Aileen Mathias, Irvine Ranch Water 
District, at the retreat; Board President 
Bill Mills, groundwater consulting 
engineer, congratulates Executive 
Director Rita Schmidt Sudman 
on her retirement announcement; 
Board Member Alexa LaPlante, ICF 
International, leads a session at the 
retreat; Byron Buck, State and Federal 
Water Contractors Agency, spoke on 
the 2013 Flood Management Tour; 
Foundation staff, L to R: back row, 
Diana Farmer, Jean Nordmann, Beth 
Stern, Patty Wong, Renée Cashmere 
and Susan Lauer; front row, L to 
R: Gary Pitzer, Sue McClurg, Rita 
Schmidt Sudman and Brian Brown.




