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Water forced through the above-
ground sides of the levee is called 
through-seepage. 
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LEVEE FREEBOARDEXISTING LEVEE
Does not meet today’s

soil standards

NEW LEVEE
Built to today’s
soil standards

LEVEE FREEBOARD

CLAY

SILT

SILT

CLAY-LOAM SOIL LEVEE FOUNDATION

INTERMIXED
SAND AND GRAVELS
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CLAY LAYER/WATER BLANKET

Blocks or slows flow of water
through levee embankment,
which limits flow of water,  
decreasing its power and force

CLAY-LOAM SOIL

CLAY

INTERMIXED
SAND AND GRAVELS
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GOOD SOILS

SILT

SILT

Levee embankment built with
clay soils, which limits flow of
water, decreasing its power 
and force


