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Whose Problem Is It?

After a week in one of California’s few remaining ‘Black Holes’ of communication technology, my blissful return to civilization this weekend was quickly drowned in Gulf oil.  The oil and gas spewing into the Gulf of Mexico has dominated the news since the Deep Water Horizon tragedy two months ago. The on-going disaster has begun to stir the desire in educators and education organizations to create ‘new’ activities to help teachers capitalize on the potential learning opportunities, while making it easier for students to study the myriad of issues stemming from the problem.  Project WET Coordinators are no different and a recent planning meeting for the upcoming year turned into a brainstorming session of ideas for activities studying the impact of crude oil on aquatic life, the chemical and physical properties of crude oil and sea water and natural versus human induced oil and gas leak- and I’ve heard plenty of similar ideas from other organizations in the past month.  The rush of creativity sparked by the Gulf disaster may eventually lead to some great activities, but I’m always skeptical of the need for ‘new’ curriculum and am finding many of the ideas I’ve heard don’t even address the crux of the matter.  It is the finger pointed from all parties involved in the disaster that is dominates the news and the big question that is on everyone’s mind seems to be ‘Whose Problem Is It?’
The Project WET activity of the same name (p: 429) is designed to help students ‘analyze the scope and duration of a variety of water-related issues to understand the relationship between local and global issues.’  If you have your Project WET guide handy, I think a quick look at the activity Warm Up section will help illustrate how well this old, non- localized activity will help you and your students tear into the issue of the day, while setting the stage for a course of inquiry based study that could easily engage you and your students in a quest for knowledge spanning multiple disciplines and grade level content standards.   


My two cents for those interested using the activity to study the Gulf oil spill would be to conduct the activity as laid out in the activity Procedure, but have your students bring in articles related to all of the issues stemming from the primary problem of the oil and gas spewing into the Gulf.  I suspect your current events bulletin board would easily be covered with articles that could launch investigations into a broad range of potential study that would engage student critical thinking skills to better understand the issues stemming from the problem; i.e., impact on marine life and the human and natural communities in the Gulf; cost of clean-up efforts and who will bear the burden of the economic impact; the relationship of government and private enterprise at all levels in relation to oversight and regulation; and the list goes on.  


I’d also suggest having students draw the Water Issues Analysis Chart on butcher paper- or recreate it on a computer for projection, if your class is fortunate enough to have that capability.  Instead of just having students check which box of the chart their issue belongs, have them write how they think the  issue will or won’t affect the subject of the box in each period of time- and have them write questions they would like answered if they can’t decide either way.  I believe adding this detail will not only enrich the following discussion and Wrap Up, but will help spark student curiosity to find answers for the unknown or gray areas of each issue- setting the stage for you to extend the activity as laid out in the activity Extensions.

Unlike in the activity, the teacher would be choosing the primary problem to study in this case, but I believe giving students free reign to delve into the myriad of issues stemming from Gulf oil problem will still lead to a very rich learning experience.  By extending the activity and encouraging students to investigate how the problem in the Gulf impacts our lives in California, I see a great potential for students to want to learn more about the geography and geology of oil; chemical and physical properties of oil and water at different salinities, pressure and temperatures; how oil interacts with biological processes over time and at various concentrations; the history of oil production in California; oil production technology; world oil demand and their role in it- all of which correlate well with Middle and High School content standards in multiple disciplines.  

I have been told that Project WET activities are not able to address local or current issues of the day, but I hope this article helps illustrate how a well designed, ‘battle- tested’ activity can still be easily used to help address issues of the day- no matter how long the activity has been around.  However, I’ve also enlisted the help of fellow California teachers who have summarized their experiences using Project WET activities, so you don’t need to just take my word for it.  I hope their comments scattered throughout this Gazette will pique your interest to take that Project WET guide off the shelf and give the activities another look for the upcoming school year- or even spark a you to send in a paragraph or two to share your Project WET experiences with fellow educators in future editions of the Gazette.  Have a wonderful summer!

WEBSITES OF INTEREST


California Coastal Commission


      http://www.coastal.ca.gov/oilspill/gulf-spill.html 
This Coastal Commission website offer links to several government and non-government websites with regularly-updated information about the cleanup and response efforts for the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  You can also view the Coastal Commission’s Oil Spill Program for California at the following link: http://www.coastal.ca.gov/oilspill/ospndx.html. 

NOAA: GeoPlatform.gov
 

          

 http://www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/ 
The dynamic nature of the BP oil spill has been a challenge for a range of communities – from hotel operators to fishermen to local community leaders. GeoPlatform.gov is a new online tool that provides you with near-real time information about the response effort.  The site offers you a “one-stop shop” for spill response information and integrates the latest data the federal responders have about the oil spill’s trajectory with fishery area closures, wildlife data and place-based Gulf Coast resources — such as pinpointed locations of oiled shoreline and current positions of deployed research ships — into one customizable interactive map.
USGS: Gulf of Mexico Integrated Science 


http://gulfsci.usgs.gov/gom_ims/gcg_ims.html 

A large percentage of the present and future energy resources of the United States reside in the Gulf of Mexico Basin, one of the major hydrocarbon producing areas of the world. This interactive mapping system is one component of the U. S. Geological Survey’s Framework Studies and Assessment of the Gulf Coast Project, a project that provides the geologic, geophysical, and geochemical framework for the region. This IMS was developed by the Central Region Energy Team.

American Association for the Advancement of Science

 http://news.sciencemag.org/oilspill
The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is an international non-profit organization dedicated to advancing science around the world by serving as an educator, leader, spokesperson and professional association.  This link titled, ‘The Science of the Oil Spill’ tackles 5 key issues related to the spill and includes news article links, interactive maps and photos. 

Water Education Foundation 




     http://www.watereducation.org  
The Foundation offers a variety of programs to teach students, our future voters and leaders, about water. Students in grades K-14 learn about the history, geography and science of water, and the difficult decisions surrounding this complex issue. All Foundation classroom materials are consistent with the standards of the California State Frameworks for Science and History/Social Science and are designed to correlate with grade-level teaching requirements.
Water Meter

‘We had been talking about conserving water off and on all year.  It's a pet peeve of mine to see water being wasted while we live in a desert and are in a drought.

We made the meters as described but without the liters on one side.  My special education students would get all wrapped up in trying to figure out the difference and not pay attention to the main idea of the assignment.  So with gallons listed we made the ribbon slide.  We listed a few of the things they use water on and they kept track daily for only three days.

On the fourth day we combined our info and discussed each individual’s data.  My students did not all follow the directions but we got the general idea and did one student's data on the board.  (They are too low in math for this) I showed them how fast their usage of water adds up. I asked them to come up with ways to help slow down the use of water in their homes.  They had a lot of good ideas.

They met my overall goal of increased awareness of their water use. They suggested making a contract for all of us to sign that says we promise to try and use less water every day. Many things on the list include, turning off the water while you brush your teeth, turning off the shower after getting wet to soap down and then turn back on to rinse off.  This is where the one student said his sister shouldn't be allowed anywhere near the shower!) 

It was definitely an adaptation of the lesson in your book.  I had limited time, limited abilities in the students and never thought I could do a lesson even remotely this satisfying.  If it had not been for the lesson in the book...ready to go...I wouldn't have done it.

I don't usually take manuals home for the summer to study, but I am taking this one home.  Thank you.’

- Brenda Campbell, Vista Colorado Elementary School, Needles Unified School District. Brenda participated in one of the Mojave Desert Project WET workshops offered by the Mojave Environmental Education Consortium (MEEC) sponsored by a grant from Boeing.
 JUST THE FACS... California Project W.E.T. Facilitator Update
In the Spring Project WET Gazette, I encouraged you as Project WET Facilitators to consider a variety of potential workshop options in the upcoming year.  I want to thank the members of our Facilitator network who decided to give these options a try and I’ve dedicated this edition of the Gazette to reporting the outcomes of these workshops to give you a glimpse of what is possible:

School District In-Service Trainings:  The City of Vallejo Water program was asked to conduct an in-service professional development training for Middle School teachers last Fall.  The resulting January 4th workshop was very well received by the teachers and the Vallejo and Benicia water programs have expressed interest in seeking out more of these opportunities in their schools.  I have heard from several of you who are reaching out to your local schools to offer similar opportunities within your service areas.  Please do contact me if you are interested in working with your local schools and would like my assistance.

District Professional Development Strands:  Kern County Water Agency partnered with the Kern County Superintendent of Schools and the Kern Science Foundation to offer a 3- day teacher water education professional development strand at the end of the recent school year.  Teachers could receive (.6) CEU credit through CSU San Marcos for just attending the Project WET workshop or receive 2 units of credit through CSU Bakersfield for attending all three sessions.  

The Sacramento County Stormwater Quality Program organized a professional development training strand for teachers in the San Juan Unified School District on watershed issues that spanned four months.  The training program consisted of three, once per month after school sessions of three hours each that highlighted Sacramento watershed issues and a variety of local agencies and programs available to support classroom water education efforts from those offering materials and assembly programs to classroom programs and field trip opportunities.   

The 6-hour Project WET workshop was used as the anchoring program.  We focused on activities that could help teachers bond the variety of information and program possibilities presented throughout the training strand with standards based interdisciplinary activities that could integrate specific elements into their curriculum throughout the school year.  Teachers received district professional development credit for attending all 4 sessions of the training strand. I’ll also be meeting with members of the Sacramento County Stormwater Quality Program and others in July to design a 2010- 2011 professional development strand that will focus on landscape water use.

Targeted Workshops: Coachella Valley Water District offered a June Project WET workshop focused on groundwater and water conveyance in and to the Coachella Valley.  The workshop featured presenters from the US Geological Survey, Salton Sea Authority and Coachella Valley Water who gave teachers a content rich overview on local and statewide issues impacting Coachella Valley water resources- and highlighted Project WET activities to help teachers bring the local information to life in their classrooms: http://www.cvwd.org/news/press106.php 

University Teacher Education Programs: As already noted in the Spring Gazette, Kathy Machado (Santa Clara Valley Water District) worked with Professors at San Jose State and Santa Clara University to offer Project WET workshops for students in teacher preparation programs, as have Tish Daly (Orange County Pollution Prevention Program) and Cheryl Kelley (Irvine Ranch Water District) for teacher credential candidates at CSU Fullerton.

Staff Development Trainings: The Stanislaus County Office of Education is hosted a training in May for After School program staff from the surrounding 5 counties.  Project WET was also included in the staff-training program for Camp Highland, an outdoor education school near Cherry Valley, CA.  Both programs were looking for easy to use, low cost, interdisciplinary activities to not only engage the children in their care, but will also support science education back in the classroom- and the teacher tested Project WET activities are a perfect match.  Project WET will be introduced to the entire staff of the West Sacramento After School program during their August staff training.

School Grant Programs: The Mojave Environmental Education Consortium received a $25,000 Boeing grant, which funded several teacher programs, including Project WET workshops for educators in the Mojave Desert region. Project WET training has been written into several other grant proposals for school professional development programs in the upcoming year.  Those of us who have education outreach as part of our job can provide our hours and expenses to grant writers as in-kind services, while the cost of guides and other workshop expenses can be covered by the grant.

Workshops With Incentives: Contra Costa Water District offered teachers who attended a January Project WET workshop a stipend in exchange for a summary of how they used a Project WET activity in their classroom.  The Mojave Environmental Education Consortium offered credit and additional water education materials in exchange for similar reports from the teachers that attended their workshops this year. 

Please contact me if you have questions about any of the workshop venues I’ve described.  Please also contact me if you would like help contacting your local school in-service coordinators- or contacting your local water provider about the possibility of a Project WET in-service for your school. Interest in California water issues remains high among educators around the state and I hope you will consider offering a local Project WET workshop in the upcoming school year!
Water Celebration


‘The assignment I decided to put into practice in my 7th Grade class was the ‘Water Celebration’ on page 446 from the text, ‘Project WET Curriculum & Activity Guide.’  I had to wait a couple of months to employ this activity; but it was worth the wait.  As we were starting to study the native populations of Central and South America I began planning and thinking of the right time to introduce my objective of communicating the importance of water in societies around the world.  I chose to plant this seed when we were studying the Inca because of the unique, isolated areas where the Inca thrived.


I did the procedure as recommended and had my students answer the following prompt in their daily warm-up: “List the reasons why water is important.  Then, explain how you can tell that different cultures value water in their society.”  Immediately this initiated some interesting and fun student-led conversations throughout the class.  Some students mentioned why they thought water was important in our society, while most of them were still thinking about the Inca which had been our topic of study as late.


Following our warm-up conversation I told my students about some of the examples of how water was celebrated and honored in cultures around the world.  They got a kick out of the traditions of the Thai who pitch water on each other during their Water Festival; and they wanted to re-enact the Peruvian practice of tossing water and flour down onto people who are walking by below.  I found that this was a great time to teach them not only about water and how much we in America take it for granted, but it also helped reinforce tolerance- the idea that if it is different it isn’t weird or wrong.


I wanted to do more with our day to reflect upon the importance of water in societies around the world; I looked around for some video clips that expressed these ideals, but had little success.  So instead, I assigned a follow-up activity for homework and had my students “Design a small mural which expresses the importance of water in society.”  When the students came back the following day, I asked if anybody would be interested in sharing their creation; which they did.  But more impressively, I found that many of these 13 year olds went home and talked to their parents about water, what they learned and how some of them wanted to try and be more water conscious at home!

- Cassandra McSharry, J. Douglas Adams Middle School, Brentwood Union School District.  Cassandra participated in the January Project WET workshop offered by Contra Costa Water District and the City of Brentwood.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
June 23-25, 2010
     
 
       Integrating EE into Teacher Education Programs Conference PROFESSORS OF TEACHER PREPARATION! The California Project WET and Project Learning Tree programs invite you to join us in Tahoe for a combined Facilitator’s Training program designed specifically for you.  Updates on National and Statewide Environmental Education efforts also are a part of this event.  You’ll leave this training with copies of our curricula, thoughts on how to incorporate the materials into your courses and the ability to offer the materials to your students. Contact Brian Brown, California Project WET Coordinator at: projectwet@watereducation.org – OR- (916) 444-6240 to register.

June 26, 2010








Project W.E.T. Los Angeles
Los Angeles Unified 6th Grade Teachers! The San Pedro Science Center in partnership with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and Los Angeles Unified School District welcomes you to register for this superb professional development experience focused on your grade level requirements. To register, please go to LAUSD learning zone https://lz.lausd.net/lz/index.jsp and log in using your LAUSD single sign on. Choose ‘Courses, Class Offerings’, then search choosing Science in the PROGRAM drop down menu.  For more details Contact: John Zavalney, LAUSD Science Expert at: (310) 832-7573 OR john.zavalney@lausd.net  
July 15-16, 2010


Project W.E.T./ Project Learning Tree Facilitator’s Training
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA EDUCATION OUTREACH COORDINATORS!  The Water Education Foundation and CAL FIRE invite you to register early for this rare event to become program Facilitators for both of these award winning environmental education programs.  Registration is limited.  Contact Kay Antunez, California Project Learning Tree Coordinator at: Kay.Antunez@fire.ca.gov – OR- (916) 653-7958 to register.
July 29, 2010








Project W.E.T. Redding

Northern California Educators! The City of Redding and Western Shasta Resource Conservation District invite you to ‘Keep Summer Alive’ with an extended Project WET workshop designed to help you and your students maintain your connection to nature throughout the year.  CEU credit is available for purchase through the CSU San Marcos Extended Learning Program for teachers interested in this option.
August 1-6, 2010


 Oceans, Literacy and Science Residential Teacher Institute
The Aquarium's Oceans, Literacy and Science Residential Teacher Institute is specifically designed for non-local teachers of kindergarten through 5th grade students from around the country. The program provides curriculum that integrates science with language arts and literacy, as well as math, social studies and the arts; Inquiry investigations with hands-on, standards-based activities; Explorations of ocean habitats at coastal sites and the Monterey Bay Aquarium; Integration of content and process skills, including ELL and science notebook strategies. Free housing and meals available.  Visit our website for more information: http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/lc/teachers_place/edu_program_literacy.aspx 
August 21, 2010







Project W.E.T. Los Angeles
Los Angeles County Teachers! The San Pedro Science Center in partnership with the Los Angeles Unified School District and California Department of Water Resources welcome any K-12 teacher in Los Angeles County to attend this professional development experience.  This training will engage you in a variety of interactive, hands-on activities that will help you spark student interest in a variety of current California water issues.  To register, go to LAUSD learning zone https://lz.lausd.net/lz/index.jsp and log in using your LAUSD single sign on. Choose ‘Courses, Class Offerings’, then search choosing Science in the PROGRAM drop down menu.  For more details Contact: John Zavalney, LAUSD Science Expert at: (310) 832-7573 OR john.zavalney@lausd.net  

October 7, 2010 






 Project W.E.T.: Inland Empire
Inland Empire Area Educators! The Water Education Water Awareness Committee (WEWAC) invites you to this superb professional development training opportunity where you will receive FREE hands-on, teacher-friendly water education classroom materials that meet state curriculum standards. The workshop will be hosted by The Frontier Project in Rancho Cucamonga.  To register, please contact Justin Scott-Coe with Monte Vista Water District at: (909) 267-2116–OR- jscottcoe@mvwd.org. 
October 15, 2010






Project WET: Santa Clara Valley 
SANTA CLARA EDUCATORS! The Santa Clara Valley Water District invites you to a truly unique Project WET workshop experience with their outstanding education staff.  You’ll not only get some fantastic activities to use in your classroom, but may also walk away with a new appreciation for the magic of water. Contact Kathy Machado at: (408) 265-2607-2331 –OR- kmachado@valleywater.org
The Thunderstorm
We read the story ‘Thunder Cake’ by Patricia Palacco.  We discussed and shared our memories of storms- and why thunderstorms are such a special type of storm.  We researched Thunder cake recipes on the internet, then students cut the paper pieces.  They liked doing that knowing we were going to use them in a “project.”  We made a grid of our classroom, using the desks as monitoring centers on the grid (No leaving their seats!).  

We followed the basic storyline & I did the thunderstorm motions.  What fun we had with that!  Then we checked the rainfall in tenths of inches.  The students were great at combining ten to make an inch, then grouping the inches and tenths!  We found some areas received more than others.  Then we drew a circle around the same # of inches.  We continued to complete the map.  

Students thought that they understood why we need to have monitoring stations for information collection.  They thought that it would help to know how much water we have to use. We have plans to use ‘Aqua Tunes’, ‘Aqua Bodies’ and ‘Incredible Journey’ over the next few weeks!

Thanks you for all the wonderful ideas!

- Nancy Muller, 3rd Grade, St. Peter Martyr School- Diocese of Oakland, Pittsburg, CA. Nancy participated in the January Project WET workshop offered by Contra Costa Water District and the City of Brentwood.
SUMMER EVENTS
June 26, 2010






     Great American Backyard Campout
National Wildlife Federation thanks the 90,000 people across the country who participated in last year's Great American Backyard Campout. If you are new to Great American Backyard Campout, we welcome you. Participation is easy and locations and campsites vary from family campouts in your backyard or local campground to larger campouts at select public campsites. Please check back March 24 to see the new website and register for the 2010 event: http://www.nwf.org/backyardcampout 

July 4, 2010








California Free Fishing Day

‘What's that? You say you never learned to fish?’ Well, if you are new to the sport of fishing, we have a great opportunity for you. The Department of Fish and Game offers two Free Fishing Days each year. On these days, you can fish without having to buy a sport fishing license. Free Fishing Days provide a great, low-cost way to give fishing a try. Some Department offices offer a Fishing in the City program where you can go fishing in the middle of major metropolitan areas. You can even learn how to clean and prepare your catch so you can enjoy it for dinner that night. For more information, please visit our website at: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/fishing/freefishdays.html 

August 20, 2010 




    Water Slam Softball Tournament Fundraiser
Water For People helps impoverished people worldwide improve their quality of life by supporting sustainable drinking water, sanitation and hygiene projects. This 3rd annual event is a softball tournament fundraiser to benefit Water For People. To make the Slam even more of a success this year, we have reserved four lit fields at the Freedom Park Softball Complex in Sacramento.  For more information, please visit our website at: www.sacramentowaterforpeople.org 

September 6, 2010







California Free Fishing Day

Had a great July 4th, but missed a chance to fish for free?  Well here is another opportunity! For more information, please visit our website at: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/fishing/freefishdays.html 
September 7- 10, 2010



        California and the World Ocean Conference
CWO ‘10 will seek the views and innovative ideas of experts throughout California, the United States, and the international community in addressing ocean and coastal resource management issues facing California, other states, or nations. In addition, the conference will provide a unique opportunity to bring together representatives from government, academia, industry, and the public to share ideas and formulate action strategies for the 21st century.  For more information, check out: http://www.cce.csus.edu/conferences/cnra/cwo2010/index.htm 
September 18, 2010






    World Water Monitoring Day 
World Water Monitoring Day™ is an international education and outreach program that builds public awareness and involvement in protecting water resources around the world by engaging citizens to conduct basic monitoring of their local water bodies.  Celebrate with us on September 18, or host your World Water Monitoring Day anytime from March 22 until December 31! For more information, please visit our website at http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org/index.html 

September 25, 2010




 

International Coastal Cleanup Day
Calling All Teachers!  Last year, in just three hours, Coastal Cleanup Day volunteers removed nearly 1,000,000 pounds of garbage from California shorelines and inland waterways. Coming at the end of the summer beach season and right near the start of the school year, Coastal Cleanup Day is a great way for families, students, service groups, and neighbors to join together, take care of our fragile marine environment while also engaging in an important environmental lesson for thousands of kids across the state. For more information, visit http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html 
September 25 - October 16, 2010 





         COASTWEEKS 2010
COASTWEEKS, is a celebration of our coastal and water resources coordinated by the California Coastal Commission. This celebration is a great way to participate in a nation-wide effort to encourage appreciation and preservation of our coast and our inland waterways. The Commission will publicize a calendar of events in a special section of our website. If you'd like to publicize your coast- or water-related event(s) on our website during COASTWEEKS, please visit http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/coastweeks/coastweeks.html 

September 25, 2010



 



National Public Lands Day

On Sept. 25, children and families will get a chance to explore and enjoy America’s natural wonders. National Public Lands Day is a gateway for discovering the beauty and opportunity for fun at our parks – hiking, biking, swimming, recreating and getting healthy in America’s backyard. NPLD is the nation's largest hands-on volunteer effort to improve and enhance the public lands Americans enjoy. In 2009, 150,000 volunteers built trails and bridges, removed trash and invasive plants, planted trees and restored our water resources For more information, check out: http://www.publiclandsday.org/ 

October 10-16, 2010



 



Earth Science Week 2010
“Exploring Energy,” the theme of Earth Science Week 2010, will engage young people and the public in learning about Earth's energy resources. Earth Science Week offers opportunities to discover the Earth sciences and engage in responsible stewardship of the Earth. The program is supported by the U.S. Geological Survey, NASA, the National Park Service, the AAPG Foundation, U.S. Department of Energy, ExxonMobil, ESRI, and other geoscience groups.

November 14-20, 2010



 


Geography Awareness Week
With a mere 2.78% of the world's water existing as freshwater- which must be used by humans, animals, and for agriculture, the National Geographic Society has announced ‘Freshwater’ will be the theme for Geography Awareness Week this November. http://geography.about.com/od/teachgeography/a/gaw.htm. 
Water Match
We did the ‘Water Match’ activity, where students played a “Go Fish”- like game while matching the pictures that were examples of water as solids, liquids and gasses with their correct match.  I did not adapt this activity.  

It worked well with our discussions on weather and rain, as well as our writing lessons focusing on descriptive language.  I think the lesson worked pretty well!  Next time, I plan to copy the cards onto cardstock and laminate so they last more than a single game. 

 
Thanks for the great resource book of lesson ideas.  There is so much to do in it!

- Andrea Hardman, 2nd Grade, Loma Vista Elementary School, Brentwood, CA. Andrea participated in the January Project WET workshop offered by Contra Costa Water District and the City of Brentwood.

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Save the Redwoods League






      Deadline: June 30, 2010
Save the Redwoods League is dedicated to supporting K–12 teachers, environmental educators and interpretive naturalists in their redwood education efforts. Grants are available for a wide range of projects. Grant awards typically range from $500 to $3,000; exceptional projects may be awarded up to $5,000. Partial funding may be awarded. Larger proposals with matching funds are welcomed. If you have any questions about the Education Grants Program, please contact Susan Ingersoll, Education Program Manager. http://www.savetheredwoods.org/education/edgrants.shtml 

Captain Planet Foundation 






 Deadline: June 30, 2010
The Captain Planet Foundation funds hands-on environmental projects to encourage youth around the world to work individually and collectively to solve environmental problems in their neighborhoods and communities. Grant Proposals are reviewed over a period of three months from the date of the submission deadline. It is very important to remember this information if your project is seasonal. For example, if you are seeking funding for a summer project you would want to submit an application no later than the December 31st deadline in the year prior, otherwise you will not have your grant money in time for the project. Maximum Award: $2500. Eligibility: Schools and non-profits. http://captainplanetfoundation.org
Classroom Earth Professional Development Grants


        Deadline: July 9th, 2010
Classroom Earth supports teachers around the country who want to make environmental education part of their curriculum. Classroom Earth's 2010 Professional Development Grants enable applicants to take two online courses, creating a strong foundation in environmental education. These courses are offered by the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point through the Environmental Education and Training Partnership (EETAP).  http://classroomearth.org/professional-development-grant-2010 

California Fertilizer Foundation School Garden Grant


    Deadline: January 15, 2011
Through the garden program, CFF provides direct funding to California schools for garden projects. The gardens provide an opportunity for students, teachers and parents to truly "grow" together. We have expanded our program and are now able to annually provide 24 grants for $1,200 each to schools throughout California (12 awarded twice a year). For more information, please contact Pam Emery at (916) 574-9744 or click here for an application: http://www.calfertilizer.org/Grant_11.pdf 
Toshiba America Foundation Grants  





Deadline: See Below

The Toshiba America Foundation encourages programs, projects and activities that have the potential to improve classroom teaching and learning of science, mathematics and the science and mathematics of technology. Funding is available for private and public schools, grades 7 - 12. Applications for small grants ($5,000 or less) are accepted year round.  Feb. 1 and Aug. 1 for 7-12 projects over $5,000. Applications and guidelines are available online in PDF at http://www.toshiba.com/taf/apply.html
Digital Wish









Deadline: On-Going
Digital Wish funds projects that, naturally, require digital resources. This site works much the same way as Donors Choose. Digital Wish grants are open to anyone working for a non-profit educational entity that serves preK-12 students. This organization also offers special purchasing packages on items like Flip Video cameras.
Class Wish









Deadline: On-Going
At Class Wish, teachers can create wish lists of items for class. The organization helps partner classrooms with donors. The service is open to those who work in schools and education non-profits.
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