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The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
• A reclaimed freshwater tidal 

estuary 
• Configured in its current 

form by the 1930’s  
• Soil loss led to the 

formation of deep polders 
and a levee arms race 

• Became a federal and state 
water supply hub by 1980’s 

• Late 1990’s through today a 
multiply stressed ecosystem 



The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Today 

Above sea level 

Sea level to -10 feet  

-10 feet to -15 feet 

-15 feet and below 



Legislature 
DWR 

ACOE 

Federal, State and 
Local agencies are 

not paddling 
together 



Why Levee Standards? 

• Reduction in risk 
• Expectation of performance 
• Discourages cost 

externalization 
• A clear, measurable policy 

instrument 

 



Today’s Levee Standards 

• Public Law (PL) 84-99 
Standards 
– Set by USACOE 
– Qualifies districts for 

federal assistance and 
rehabilitation 

• Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(HMP) 
– Set by State and Fed 
– Minimum standard to 

qualify for FEMA aid 
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Today’s Perspectives 



…and the Responses 
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Perspectives on Standards 


