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To sustainably manage 

the water resources of 

California, in cooperation 

with other agencies, to 

benefit the State’s 

people, and  protect, 

restore, and enhance the 

natural and human 

environments.

DWR Mission



Water Resiliency Portfolio

• Governor Newsom:

– Directed state agencies to develop a 

comprehensive statewide strategy to build a 

climate-resilient water system

– Seeks to broaden the state’s approach on water to 

ensure safe and resilient water supplies, flood 

protection and healthy waterways for the state’s 

communities, economy, and the environment

– Supports the need to modernize conveyance with a 

single tunnel to protect our water supply from 

earthquakes and rising sea levels, preserve Delta 

fisheries, and meet the needs of cities and farms.



Major Rivers

State Projects

Federal Projects

Local Projects

• 54 reservoirs and lakes

• 1,200 miles of canals and 

pipelines

• 16 hydro facilities

Largest publicly built and operated water 
supply project in the world

Bay-Delta is the hub of  this 
infrastructure

State, Federal, and Local water 

Projects



State Water Project Facilities
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SWP Facilities 

Deliveries to Central 

Valley and Southern 

California

North Bay Aqueduct

South Bay Aqueduct

SWP

Delta

• 33 Storage Facilities

• 29 Pumping and 

Generating Plants

• 700 Miles of Canals

• Hundreds of Miles of 

River Channels



SWP Serves Bay Area, Central Valley, Southern 

CA and Coastal CA

YEAR NAME SERVICE AREA

1962 South Bay 

Aqueduct

Alameda & Santa Clara 

counties

1968 San Joaquin 

Valley

San Joaquin Valley

1973 West Branch Los Angeles & Ventura 

counties

1973 East Branch Riverside, San 

Bernardino & Orange 

counties

1988 North Bay 

Aqueduct

Napa & Solano 

counties

1994 Coastal San Luis Obispo & 

Santa Barbara counties



The Delta – Important for California

California:

• Is the most populous state–39.9 million 

• Has the largest agricultural production in the nation

• Has a $2.7 trillion economy–the 5th largest in the world 



California Precipitation is Uniquely 

Variable



The Dilemma – Rainfall Distribution 

and Geographic Displacement
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Water Supply Largely Dependent on 

Atmospheric Rivers



Climate

Change



Climate Change: Delta Effects

• California Ocean Protection Council: 

– projects with a lifespan beyond 2050 should be built 

to withstand 10 feet of sea level rise by 2100. 

• Risk: Sea level rise could dramatically alter and 

harm fragile ecosystems as well as the water 

supply distribution system.

• Risk: Increased salinity could also contaminate 

local drinking and irrigation water. Vast 

expanses of Delta farmland and communities 

already sit below sea level.



Seismic Risk

72% probability of one 

or more magnitude 6.7 

or greater earthquakes 

by 2043 in the San 

Francisco Bay Region



CWF Main Tunnels Alignment

Restoring More Natural Flows



Status & Next Steps

• May 2: DWR took action to withdraw all 

previous approvals and permits for California 

WaterFix

• Will begin renewed environmental planning and 

permitting: NOP in Fall 2019

– DWR will be the lead agency under CEQA and will 

oversee all planning and permitting activities.

– The Delta Conveyance Design & Construction 

Authority (a Joint Powers Authority) will conduct 

field work, engineering and design activities to 

inform and support DWR’s planning efforts



A New Path Forward

No one understands the unique character of 

the Delta better than the people who live and 

work here. It is only through dialogue that 

the community can give voice to that 

character and help guide Delta Conveyance 

planning along a mutually beneficial path.

Success will be measured by our ability to identify solutions 

that respect the Delta’s history and help support its desired 

future.



More Information

www.water.ca.gov/deltaconveyance

http://www.water.ca.gov/deltaconveyance


Questions?

Lisa Lien-Mager

Deputy Secretary for Communications

California Natural Resources Agency

lisa.lien-mager@resources.ca.gov
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