DWR’s Role in Sustainable
dGroundwater Management

“A central feature of these bills is the
recognition that groundwater
management in California is best
accomplished locally."

Governor Jerry Brown
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Objective: To demonstrate the importance of GW sustainability, to ensure they understand that this will ultimately be managed at the local and regional level and to have them understand ways DWR will assist the locals with the effort.  Finally to have them understand DWRs communication and outreach piece and how they can be involved in the process
Purpose of presentation:
Outline the importance of managing groundwater in California by outlining some of the issues and problems as described in the recent Drought Report by DWR.
Overview or Integration of the California Water Action Plan.
Overall outline of the SGMA
Point out that DWR has been working towards gathering data to support the effort based on previous legislation.
Without much detail point out proposition 1 role in developing sustainable GW and acknowledgement of surface water improvements.
Highlight DWR’s role in achieving sustainable groundwater by giving general overview of implementation strategies and basic near term step.  Point out that DWR is just getting started and decisions have not been made.
Point out that communication and Outreach are critical to successful implementation and stakeholder involvement and understanding of their issues are part of the program. 
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Note that the recent legislation is built on previous steps towards the goal of overall sustainable gw, which previously required DWR to complete various actions.  However, even with the previous efforts, in some parts of the State we have not achieved sustainable GW practices nor a plan to achieve sustainable GW.

AB3030
 
The passage of AB 3030 in 1992 encouraged local agencies to prepare and adopt plans for managing their local groundwater resources, whether or not their groundwater basin exhibited overdraft conditions. This legislation was significant in that it greatly increased the number of local agencies authorized to develop a groundwater management plan and set forth a common framework for management by local agencies throughout California.  AB 3030, which is codified in Water Code section 10750 et seq., provides a systematic procedure to develop a groundwater management plan by local agencies overlying the groundwater basins defined by Bulletin 118-75 and updates. Upon adoption of a plan, these agencies could possess the same authority as a water replenishment district to “fix and collect fees and assessments for groundwater management” (Water Code, § 10754). However, the authority to fix and collect these fees and assessments is contingent on receiving a majority of votes in favor of the proposal in a local election (Water Code, § 10754.3)   
SB1938
 
In 2002, the Legislature passed Senate Bill (SB) 1938, which expanded GWMP requirements related to groundwater levels, groundwater quality, inelastic land subsidence, and surface water-groundwater interaction, and required local agencies to develop and adopt plans in order for groundwater projects to be eligible for receiving public funds. The law requires any public agency seeking State funds administered through the Department for the construction of groundwater projects or groundwater quality projects to prepare and implement a groundwater management plan with certain specified components. Prior to this, there were no required plan components. New requirements include establishing basin management objectives, preparing a plan to involve other local agencies in a cooperative planning effort, and adopting monitoring protocols that promote efficient and effective groundwater management. The requirements apply to agencies that have already adopted groundwater management plans as well as agencies that do not overlie groundwater basins identified in Bulletin 118 and its updates when these agencies apply for state funds.  Figure 1 shows the basins covered by some form of groundwater management plan.
 
AB359
 
AB 359, introduced in 2011, made changes to the California Water Code that, among other things, requires local agencies to provide a copy of their groundwater management plans to the Department and requires the Department provide public access to those plans. The bill requires local agencies to develop and provide a map of the recharge areas to local planning agencies and notify the department and other interested persons when a map is submitted to those local planning agencies. Prior to the passage of AB 359, which went into effect on January 1, 2013, local groundwater management planning agencies were not required to submit their groundwater management plans to the Department  Moved this text to the intro paragraph
Bulletin 118 is summary and evaluation and of groundwater data with findings and recommendations of groundwater within California.



California Water Action Plan

Action 6: Expand water
storage capacityand J
improve groundwater
management
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The Action Plan calls for financial support for water storage projects, improved and sustainable groundwater management, cleanup of the state’s contaminated groundwater reservoirs, and improved conjunctive management of surface and groundwater storage strategies. Primarily, these activities will be carried out by the California Water Commission (CWC), DWR and the State Water Board.
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What is the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act?
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“Act”) is a three-bill package that collectively establishes a new structure for managing the State’s groundwater. The Act was signed by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. on September 16, 2014, and includes the provisions of Senate Bill (SB) 1168 (Pavley), Assembly Bill (AB) 1739 (Dickinson), and SB 1319 (Pavley). The Act builds upon the existing groundwater management provisions of AB 3030 (1992), SB 1938 (2002), and AB 359 (2011), as well as SBX7 6 (2009) which established the California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program., A central feature of the Act is the recognition that groundwater management in California is best accomplished locally.
 
The legislative intent of the Act is to do all of the following:
To provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins.
To enhance local management of groundwater consistent with 1) rights to use or store groundwater and 2) Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution.
To establish minimum standards for sustainable groundwater management.
To provide local groundwater agencies with the authority and the technical and financial assistance necessary to sustainably manage groundwater.
To avoid or minimize subsidence.
To improve data collection and understanding about groundwater.
To increase groundwater storage and remove impediments to recharge.
To manage groundwater basins through the actions of local governmental agencies to the greatest extent feasible, while minimizing state intervention.
Water Code § 10750 et seq.
Water Code § 10927 et seq.
Water Code § 10720.1
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SGMA 2014

Statewide Groundwater Basin Prioritization Summary
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New Local Management Tools

* Requires creation of “groundwater

e sustainability agencies”

Empowers GSAs to:

— Register groundwater wells
— Measure extractions

— Require reports

— Manage extractions

— Assess fees

Exempts preparation of local
roundwater sustainability plai

rom CEQA S—
Establishes “sustainability goal” fi///
over time to guide managemer - /




Legislation Timeline
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In the near-term, the Department will complete the following actions to help local agencies implement the Act:
January 31, 2015: The Department releases initial basin prioritization.
2015-2016: Identify groundwater basins subject to critical conditions of overdraft.
January 1, 2016: Adopt regulations to revise Bulletin 118 groundwater basin boundaries.
June 1, 2016: Adopt regulations for evaluating and implementing GSPs and coordination agreements.
December 31, 2016: Publish a report on water availability for groundwater replenishment.
January 1, 2017: Publish best management practices for sustainable management of groundwater.
2017: Publish an interim Bulletin 118 update with the following information:
Legislative history and status of groundwater information.
Status of groundwater basin boundaries. 
Status of basin prioritization.
Identification of basins subject to critical conditions of overdraft. 
Best estimate on water available for groundwater replenishment. 
Best management practices for sustainable groundwater management.
Final regulations for revising basin boundaries.
Final regulations for criteria to evaluate GSPs.
Updated basin descriptions and assessments as time and data allow. 
 
In the long-term, the Department will:
2020: Publish a comprehensive update to Bulletin 118.
After 2020, continue to update Bulletin 118 in years ending in “5” and “0”.
Review GSPs upon adoption and at least every five years after initial receipt of the plan.
� 
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DWR’s actions are a program within the entire initiative.  DWR is organizing around the many required actions laid out by the legislation.  In addition to the required actions, there are sub actions required to support the basic requirements.  DWR is managing the program within the various functions and projects to complete the requirements.  Highlight the above graph.
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Communication is to educate and present information.
Outreach is to interact and develop shared understandings between DWR and Stakeholders and partners.
Many groups have been established and or are being established to allow efficient yet focused outreach in an effort to ensure shared understanding of issues and allow advisory suggestions from many avenues.  
Focused groups allow for detailed discussion
Larger but diverse groups allow for interaction
Develop focused advisory groups around focused interests.
Conduct larger listening sessions to allow for interaction.

DWR is not trying to develop consensus and instead using shared understanding, develop rules that work and tools that help.


DWR Near-term Actions

e Basins in Critical Conditions of Overdraft

e Basins Boundary Regulations
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e GSP & Alternative GSP Regulations

e Water Available for Replenishment

e Bulletin 118 Interim Update

e BMPs for Sustainable GW Management
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All Activities to be completed through a Stakeholder Engagement Process

Updating Basin Prioritization
Updates prioritize to include adverse impacts on local habitat and streamflow
Consideration of impacts into basin prioritization by January 31, 2015 
Determination of basin priority is required so GSAs will know if and when they need to develop and implement a GSP

Identify basins subject to conditions of critical overdraft
Develop process to identify basins subject to critical overdraft
Process to include local agency input and coordination
Basins subject to conditions of critical overdraft require GSP’s by 2020

Updating Bulletin 118
“California’s Groundwater” – Comprehensive Info on the State’s Groundwater conditions
2017 Interim Update Planned                             
Information to aid GSA’s to move forward with GSPs
Updated Basin Boundaries
Updated Basin Priorities
Identification of Basins subject to Critical Overdraft





Basin Boundary Regulations Process
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Two phased approach
Advisory groups and public meetings
We listened and responded to feedback davids email



Basin Boundary Regulations
Estimated Timeline
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Phase 1 - How to provide input on draft regs
Phase 2 - How to get involved in boundary modification process




GSP/ALT Regulations Process
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GSP/ALT Regulations
Estimated Project Timeline
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General Timeline for the Basin Boundary and Groundwater Sustainability Plans and Alternatives activities – Dates are approximate and subject to change
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The State Water Board’s Role in Sustainable
Groundwater Management

CALIFORNIA

Water Boards

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARDS




The “Backstop” State Board Intervention

After

June 30, 2017

Jan. 31, 2020

Jan. 31, 2022

Jan. 31, 2025

Intervention Trigger

Areas without a GSA begin reporting well locations and
extraction data to SWRCB; can begin probationary basin
designation 180 days later.

Can begin probationary basin designation in critically
overdrafted basins with no GSP or where GSP is
inadequate

Can begin probationary basin designation in other
high/medium priority basins without a GSP or inadequate
GSP and basin is in long-term overdraft

Probationary basin designations where GSP is inadequate
and significant depletions of interconnected surface
waters




SB13 (Pavley, Chapter 255)
September 2015

 Technical changes to SGMA
— Basin priority changes
— GSA reporting requirements for local agencies
— GSA reporting requirements for DWR
— GSA authorities
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Web Resources

DWR Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM)

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm

DWR GSP Emergency Regulation Website

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsp.cfm

Subscribe to DWR SGM Email List

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm

DWR Region Office Contacts

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/gwinfo/contacts.cfm

Questions or Comments

sgmps@water.ca.gov
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