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of our water is 
imported… 

85% Sa n  Die go  
is downstream 

San Diego’s  W a t e r  Su pply  



We Face Numerous W a t e r  Ch a lle n ge s  

Imported Water Cost            
per Acre-Foot 

 Lim ited local &  im ported 
supplies 
 Population growth 
 B ay Delta  constraints 

Imported water cost per acre-
foot 

 N atural disaster  r isk  
 Rising im ported water  

costs 
 Recurr ing drought 
 

We Face N um erous W a t e r  Ch a lle n ge s  



Ex is t in g 
Sy s t e m … 
Primarily a  
Single-Use System 

Pu r e  W a t e r … 
Completes Our 
Water Cycle 

Point Loma WWTP  
/ Ocean Discharge 

San Diego’s  Water  Su pply  Sy s t e m  



Pu r e  W a t e r  Runs a Successful Demonstration Facility 

 28,000 lab tests : M e t  a l l  s t a n da r ds  
Water  quality: Ex ce pt ion a l  
 Energy use: R e n ew a ble  

 
 

They want to replace this photo with ‘cool photos’ 
of MF, RO, UV 

Pu r e  W a t e r  Runs a  Successful Dem onstration Facility 



Ph a s e  1   
 2021 Completion 
 30 mgd  
 North City PWF to Miramar 

Ph a s e s  2 &  3 
 2035 Completion 
 53 mgd 
 Central Area PWF to  

San Vicente or Lake Murray 
 South Bay PWF to Lower 

Otay Reservoir (if needed)  

 

1/3  

Pu r e  W a t e r   
will produce 

of your water  
locally 



Public Acceptance: Then and Now 

26% of San Diegans 
supportive of potable reuse 
in 2004. 

Public Support 
73% of San Diegans 
supportive of potable reuse 
as of 2015. 

Public Opposition 

July 24, 2006 



Public Acceptance Challenges 

 “Toilet to Tap” 
M edia m isinform ation 
Water  quality concerns 

 Technical inform ation 
Diverse population groups 
 Cost concerns 

Photo by Paul Lachine 



The Path to Public Acceptance 



 Engaged 400+ attendees 
 Introductory video 
 Pure Water Facility tours 
Water tasting station 

Pure Water Day Open House 

 Kid Zone 
 Video testimonials 
Waterwise Garden tours 
 Snow cones and kettle corn 

 



 Pure Water  tasting opportunities  
 Social m edia engagem ent 
 Pure Stone San Diego Event 

Maintaining Public Support 



Questions? 

 
 

 PureWaterSD @PureWaterSD PureWaterSD PureWaterSD 

w w w .purew at er sd.org 
Sign up for a tour of the  
demonstration Pure Water Facility! 
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